FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

AND 

PRIVACY ACTS 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL TO BUREAU AND DENVER APRIL SEVEN LAST. 

INTERVIEW OF ALL TICKET AGENTS, CUSTOMER SERVICE 
REPRESENTATIVES, BAGGAGE PERSONNEL WHO HANDLED INSTANT 
FLIGHT AND ADJACENT FLIGHTS ON CONCOURSE B SERVING UNITED 
AIRLINES DEVELOPED NO INFORMATION TO RECALL OR IDENTIFY 
UNSUB. 

FLIGHT CONTROL PERSONNEL WHO HANDLED CAPTIONED 
FLIGHT CANNOT RECALL UNSUB BASED ON DESCRIPTION. 

UNSUB USING NAME_ MADE TELEPHONE RESERVATION THREE ^/C 

THIRTYNINE PM, MARCH THIRTYONE LAST FOR CAPTIONED FLIGHT, BUT 
GAVE NO CONTACT PHONE NUMBER OR ADDRESS. TICKET PURCHASED BETWEEN 
ONE THIRTY PM AND TWO PM APRIL SEVEN AT UAL RESERVATION 


COUNTER, ISSUED TICKET ONE FIVE FIVE SEVEN TWO THREE ZERO 
yOUR EIGHT FIVE. CLERK WHO HANDLED TELEPHONE RESERVATION 
UNABLE TO RECALL INCIDENT. TICKET CLERK WHO SOLD TICKET 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 





CANNOT SPECrFICALLY RECALL SALE OR UNSUB. ■». 


INQUIRY OF AIRLINE PERSONNEL DOES NOT IDENTIFY ANY 

PASSENGER AGENT OR AIRLINE EMPLOYEE WHO ALLEGEDLY FOUND 

AN ENVELOPE IN AIRPORT RESTROOM, WHICH.ENVELOPE ALLEGEDLY 

ENDED UP IN POSSESSION OF UNSUB. 

RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL ADVISED AS FOLLOWS* 

UAL FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, BEING SEVEN TWENTY SEVEN, 

ENROUTE DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, DIVERTED IN FLIGHT GY UNSUB. 

UNSUB REPORTEDLY CONFRONTED CAPTAIN IN COCKPIT DISPLAYING HAND 

WEAPON AND POSSIBLY EXPLOSIVES, WH?N PLANE THIRTYFIVE MILES 

9 5 5 

NORTHWEST OF GRAND JUNCTION, COLO. FLIGHT EIT FI FI, 

S ®'’ HiTAtttr r<t rTr»^.r<««/ 

—^ “ - C,TlS a9, LANDED SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT approximately FOUR TWENTY PM, INSTANT. 

HIJACKER DEMANDED FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS CASH BE 
PLACED IN TTWO SUITCASES AND FOUR PARACHUTES. UNSUB 
INSTRUCTED t^O FLUORESCENT POWDER, MARKED MONEY OR RADIOS 
IN parachutes, further stated NO PASSENGERS WOULD BE 
ALLOWED TO DEPLANE PRIOR TO PAYMENT OF MONEY AND RECEIVING 
PARACHUTES. 

FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE REFUELED PER INSTRUCTIONS OF 
HIJACKER, PARACHUTES MADE AVAILABLE, AND FIVE HUNDRED THOUSNAD 
DOLLARS CASH DELIVERED TO HIJACKER, AS OF SEVEN THIRTY PM, 
ONLY FIVE CREW MEMBERS, INCLUDING TWO STEWARDESSES, AND 
hijacker remain ABOARD AIRCRAFT. 

FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE DEPARTED SF SEVEN THIRTY PM, 

HEADING EASTERLY DIRECTION. 


END PAGE TWO 






PAGE THREE 

following description furnished by SAN FRANClSCOt 
WHITE. NALE, AMERICAN, AGE TWENTYFIVE TO THIRTY, 

FIVE FEET SEVEN TO FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES, ONE HUNDRED 
FORTY TO ONE FIFTYFIVE POUNDS, THIN BUILD, SANDY TO LIGHT 
BROWN HAIR, ROUGH COMPLEXION, POCK MARKED FACE, 

NO ACCENT, WEARING DARK BLUE DOUBLE KHIT BELL BOTTOM SLACKS 

\ 

AND DARK BLUE JACKET, WHICH TWO PIECES OF CLOTHING DID NOT 
MARCH, BROWN AND YELLOW SHOES, CARRYING BLACK ATTACHE 
CASE, WENT INTO RESTROOM ABOARD PLANE IN FLIGHT AND CAME 
OUT WEARING BLACK WIG. 

salt lake CITY AND SAN FRANCISCO FURNISH ANY ADDITIONAL 
)ESCRIPTIVE DATA TO DENVER, AND ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN 
COMPOSITE DRAWING FOR UTILIZATION IN ADDITIONAL DENVER 

INVESTIGATION. 

i 

' UNSUB CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 
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fel|B;;?^AKA r T UNITED Am^fNES, FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE.-FIV^;^ D£NVl;l^ 

TO LOS APSILT^EVEH'sS^ CAA DASH H I JACK'! N G'.. ; . A 


QO; -Salt lake. 


'. HE SAM FRADCISCO TEL TO EUHEALt AMD DSMVEH APRIL 'SEyEH LAST'., 

IMTERVIEW OF ALL TICKET AGEMTS, CUSIDMER SERVICE 

REPRE3EMTAT IVES, BAGGAGE PERSOMMEL EHO HAMDLED'^IMSTA'NT ■ - . VLE": 

^ . ■ ... . 

FLIGHT AMD ^ADJACEHT FLIGHTS Oi| COMCOUPSE 3 SEHVI(^ UNITED ipL.. 
AIRLINES DEVELOPED NO IMFOH'IATIOM TO RECALL OH IDENTIFY L'-L ' 

UNSU3. . ' ■ ^ ■ . ■ _ .'V- 

: ,^ FLIGHT'control PERSONNEL '^mO HANDLED CAPTIONED / , 

FLiOMT CANNOT RECALL UNSU3 BASED OM DES'CRIPTION. . /b^ 


li.NSUB USING NA^E 



:1A DE TELEPKO'N E RESERVAT 10iT THREE 


-THIRTYNIME P:M, MARCH , THIRTYONE LAST FOR CAPTlOiiED FLIGHT, BUT. /L /, 
gave;no CONTACT PHONE NUMBER OR ADDRESS. ' . TICKET PURCHASED BETWEEN 
ONE THIRTY' PM AMD'TWO PM APRIL SEVEN AT UAL RESERVATIOH _ , - . Fm 


COUNTER, ISSUED TICKET OME FI VE FIVE SEVEN TWO THR^^ Zjj-R 
FOUR EIGHT FIVE. CLERK V^HO HANDLED TELaPHOME RESERVATION 
unable TO RECALL INCIDENT. TICKET CLERF EHO BOLD nCK 
END PAGE OME '. 












GAlHvOT' S-^ECinCAlLY AECALt SALE OR a'L^U3,- . 

iNOUI'RY OP' AIRLI :vS PIRSGREEL' DOES EOT IDEMTIFY ANY . 
PASSEYGTfR'AOE^IT OR . AIRLI R£ FNPLOYIi WHO ALLEGEDLY FOUND , 
ADFNVZLOPi: IN AIRPORT RESTROOR, RHI^H ENVELOPE,'ALLEGEDLY ■ ^ 
ended.UP IN POSSESSION OF u'lsuD. .' ’v 'wE, 

“PHR^SAE FR.AWGISCO tel advised as .FOLLOWS: ' , '■ '■ 

V "v ■■■ ■■ ■ 

' UAL FLIGHT EIGHT iPiVE FIVE, OEINS .SEVEN TWENTY E£VEN,,,;, W,';' 
EfiPOUTE DENVER TO LOS ANGELES DI VERTED. 1L FLI GHT , BY liHSU.3, 
yUS,U3 REPORTEDLY CONFRONTEO CAPTAI'J IN COCKPIT DISPLAYING HAND 
WEAPON ADD POSSIBLY EXPLOSIVES, WHER P LANE < THI RTYF'IVE ..MILES .- 

« s ^ 

NORTHWEST' OF GRAND JUUCTIOH, COLO. FLIGHT EIT FI FI,-, . f 

f#r X/l » 

■ gO II '■'■ ^7. ; j jQO^ LAUDED SAW FRAHCI SCO .1 NTERNATI'OUAL ■ 

'AIRPORT APPROXIMATELY FOUR- TWENTY PM, INSTANT. ' . ' V ' v, 

^ IdUACKER DEMANDED. FI VE'.HUNDRED TH-OUPAND DOLLARS CASH, BE ' M 
PLACED IN TTWO SUITCASES AND FOUR pARACKUTES. ^ ^ 

i ■■ . . . . ■ 

INSTRUCTED WO FLUORESCENT PO’^fpER, MARKED ’MONEY OR RADIOS / 
IN PARACHUTES. FURTHER STATED (iO' PASSENGERS WOULD 3E ' V 

ALL,0WED TO DEPLANE PRIOR TO PaYMEUT OF wioUEY . AMD RECEIVING 

paraohiItes.. ■ .V ■ . . i 

FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE REFUELED PER, IN3TRUCTI0WS ,T)F : 
HIJACKER, PARACHUTES HaDE AVAILA3LE, AMD FIVE HUHD-REO .THOySSlA& 
DOLLARS CASH DELIVE.RED TO HI-JACKER. AS OF SEV-TN THIRTY PM, 
.ONLY FIVE CREW- MEMBERS, IHCLUDIFG T'^^0 OTEWAEDESSES, ..AMD .. ■ ■ 

HIJACKER remain A30A,RD AIRCRAFT.' - , , . D w.. 

FLIGHT eight FIVE FIVE DEPARTED. SF SEyEU T PM, 

HEAD! MS EASTERLY. DIRECTION:., ; .\: 
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^ ^ ^■; ■,:. \y.■ .-■'■■.■ ^^ ; ;V y"Vy^:. V:;;-'v;^^ . 'y;. ‘<?#r y?:,'. y> y -4^-^ ? 

FOLLOWING lESbRiPTlClS-'FijEHISHiD' W 


'VrHIJ 2 . iN'ALE,- AWERIGANV ACS ■TV;ei<TYFI:VE TO THI 3 TY.', '/. ' 


f-StlVE FtET SEVEN TO FI VE FEET. EIGHT INCHES,' OwE HUNOHE'D ' "E 

'-3:V FORTY TO Oi^^£ FIFTYFIVE POUNDS , TKIU '^ILD,^ S'ATOY TO .LIGHT ; 

4U-4 .■'... \. ^ ^ . 

#':;;'BROM^) ROUGH 'COMPLEX!ON, POCK MA.RKED'FACl, - 

ir'.'NO ACCL’iT, MEARIUO DARK; 3E0E DOUBLE' KNIT 3ELL BOTTOM'SLACKS 
•E \ .. ' ■ 

E AND OA'.?K ,3l'JE -JACKET, 'fHICH TMO' PIECES OF CLOTHIMS DID NOT 

-TO MARCH, DROWN AND YELLOW SHOES, ■CARRYINa SLACK ATTACHE 

TO Case, kEdt into restrooh asoard plane ik-flight amd came;' ; 


salt lake city and SAN FRANCISCO FU^iilSH AHY* ADDITIONAL -. 


BLAC 

K w 

IG. 

’/ TT r» 
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TO 

DEN 


COHPaSITE DRAWING. FOR UTILIZATION IN, ADDITIONAL DENVER 
investigation. , ■ 


■U'JSUB CONSIDERED'ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 













FIRST SECURITY STATE BANK 

P.O. BOX 149 MAIN AT BROADWAY 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84110 

July 10, 1973 


This will acknowledge receipt on above date of $1,000,00 in 
one hundred dollar denominations, which was taken from 
$499,970.00. (Bundle 2) with the following Serial Numbers: 


SERIES 


SERIAL NUMBER 






Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propf^^Acquired as Evidence 

FD>192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


Title and Character of Case 


CZ/^ A 


f - 7 




Date Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 


Description of Pfqperty or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 

A \ ^ Ct Ur<fe 

^-3^ I 6 \ ac ):^ C urc^ 


^^ CL &CZi^ It ^'‘'Z ^T~3 ^-/jS t / I 

^ StARCHED --INDEXH)__ 

SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CER'HFICA^ON TO JUSTIF/ PFTFM TI (? H pp. uaMarJ / 




Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propf^^Acquired as Evidence 
FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


Date 


y- f- 7 ^ 




Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Descripdon of Pr^erty or Exhibit at^Identip^of Agent Submjjj;^Pi ^ 

wi/ujJl ami li^D. 











Bulky Exhibit • inventory of Prop^^Acquired os Evidence 
FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


Date 




Title and Characler of Case . 




Date Prapexty Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired - i i 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Description of Prdi^erl^ or Exfubit and Identity of Ageat Submitting Same ~~IfT~TZ^ 




of Prdi^ertv or Exfubit and Identity of Ageat Submitting Same /ft j ^_^ 



Field File It 


/O </-i 





Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propejll^^cquired as Evidence 
FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


Date 


4/8/72 


Title and Character of Case 

_IJMSIIB_aka_ b7( 


] 


UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT NO. 855 

DENVER, COLORADO TO LOS ANGELES, CALIt*; 
4/7/72; CAA - HIJACKING (OOrSU)_ 


Date Property Acquired 

4/8/72 


Source From Which Property Acquired 

UAL plane #7426 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Bulky Exhibit 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Evidence 



Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 

^1. Six seatbelts ^ ^ AL 

Eight latent lifts of unknown value 
1%^ —©ne-filja-paek-ef-phetegFaphs-ef-latent-iifts 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 



y 



EAR:cj 

(3)^- 




Field File # 


164-36 




SEARCHEa_INDEXED_ 

SERlALl2E0_^flL£0_^ 

APR 81972 

FBI —SALT LAKE CITY 







Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Proper^^cquired os Evidence 

FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


4/10/72 


Date 


Title and Character of Case 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY 

UAL Flight No. 855, From Denver, Colorado to 
Los Angeles, California 
CAA - HIJACKING 


Date Progerty Acquired 

Ce^LY-r-o Whirh Prnn/»Ttv ArniiirpH_ , „ 

1 

1 O / U 

4/10/72 

Provo, 

Utah 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Bulky 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Evidence 


Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 



b7i 


1 . 


One olive drab colored parachute, bearing serial number 
6 7 —171 > pcLAjU ~ 


so - 

StAjfCHED_INDEXED_ 

serialized LED 

APR i 0 'Ij 72 

FBI—SAU LAKE 


mjj 






SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 


Field File 


164-36 






Bulky Exhibit * Inventory of Propg^^Acquired os Evidence 

FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


4/9/72 


Date 


Title and Character of Case 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COT JR* 
CAA 

% 

Date Property Acquired 

Source From Which Property Acquired 

4/9/72 

Search, 369 So» 2nd East Springville, Utah 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Bulky Exhibit Room 

1 

^-V.- 1 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Evidence 


Description of Proj^erty or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 




1“ Faded OD Canvas Carrying bag 
l-Black Parachute Harness ^ — 

1-Black Helmet I 


1-Blue and White Parachute ^ 


1-Piece of Soil frsm Parachute 




b / 






1-164-36 

1-Bulky E 3 thibit Tickler File 
1-Bulky Exhibit 



SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 








Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propej||||^cquired as Evidence 

FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


Date 


4/9/72 


Title and Character of Case 

imSITR. aka 


[ 


] 


b7C 


UAL Flight No. 855 

Denver to Los Angeles, 4/7/72 

CAA - HIJACKING _ 




Date Property Acquired 

4/8/72 


Source From Which Property Acquired 

From hijacked aircraft 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Bulky Exhibit 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Evidence 


Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 




Hijacker*s flight Plans; demand note 

Contents of forward waste container 

Miscellaneous paper material from 
hijacker*s seat - 19A, B, C ^ 

As Above - 20D, E, F 

As Above - 20A, B, C 

As Above - 19D, E, F 

Waste papers from port side rear restroom 

As Above 

Waste papers starboard side ,^'^4^P^estroom 
Latent prints, rear restroomf^j^c^f^side 


FBI— SALT LAKE CM|Y 

11. Pieces of hijacker *s mirror,‘^rearfxoad in g steps . ^ pj 


.nV 




StrtHCHED 


-INDEXED 


serialized 

Ai'K .V f 




(Above items sent FBI Lab. 4/8/72 at 8:00 AM via 
UAL pilot) 

SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 


EAR:cj 



Field File # 164-36 






Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propejjj^^cquiredi as Evidence 

FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


Date 


Title and Character of Case 

RieHARD FLOYD MC COY JR. 

CAA - HIJACKINO - INTERPEREHOE WITH PLIOHT CREW MEMBERS 


Date Propierty Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired 

RESIDENCE AT 360 3. ZSD EAST 

lt-8«»72 _ I __ PROVO. . UTAH _ 

Location of JProperty or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 



y - l/SA 


♦499^970 in U. S. currency. 





SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 









Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Proped^Acquired as Evidence 
FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 



Date 


5/9/72 


Title and Character of Case 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., aka 
CAA - HIJACKING 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 


Date Pryp^rty Acquired 

5/9/72 


Source From Which Property Acquired 

Recovered in desert area of - Nye County, Nevada. 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Evidentiary Value 


Description of Prpperty or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 


1. Switlik 24 f npT white nvlon Parachute, c hest type. Serial b7C 
No, 70^10727. 1 L Oakland, California. 

(See Las Vegas airtel to Salt Lake City, 5/5/72). g 


1 - 164-36 

1 - Tickler File 

1 - Bulky Exhibit 

LSB 

(3) 



/M-U-/^f) 


SEARCHED_IHDEXED_ 

SERIALISED... JAILED JT—. 


MAY 1 1 1972^ 

Fbt—S mLi LriK£ Ui-TY 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 


Field File # 










Bulky Exhibit • Inventory of PropeFJ^^cquired as Evidence 

FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


4/10/72 


Date 


Title and Character of Case 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

CAA - HIJACKING 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 


Date Pr^erty Acquired 

4/10/72 


Source From Which Property Acquired 

1969 VW, Provo, Utah 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Bulky Exhibit Room 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Evidence 


Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 


Soil from door jam of above Vehicle; 






b7 


Olive drab flight helmet in cloth carrying case 





V 



7 ^ 

d/ 




SEARC'IS ) ..LIDEXED...-^-, 

SERlALiZ:J„.,.j^iL£0. 

APR 1 5 1972 

FBi —SALT LAKu CtTY 

Ea 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 


Field File# 164-36 

JWCrcj 

" 7 ' 






Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propj 
FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


.Acquired as Evidence 



Date 




Title and Character of Case . 

pLcJUl 


C/i/}- 



Field File w 









Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propeijk^cquired as Evidence 

FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65) 


Date 


7/10/73 


Title and Character of Case 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

Date Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired 

7/10/73 First Security State Bank 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Safety Deposit Box Evidence 

Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 

See Attached Page 2 




Field File ff 


164-36 











4/8/72 


airtel air mail 


TO: 


FROM: 

RE: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: FBI LABORATORY 


nKTQHK 


SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) (P) 

“1 b7C ' 


UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT NO. 855 
DENVER, COLORADO TO 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORIUA 
4/7/72 

CAA - HIJACKING 


00: SU 


Enclosed for the Bureau under separate cover, are 
eleven evidence envelopes containing physical evidence 
collected from interior of captioned hijacked aircraft 
upon its arrival at Salt Lake City, Utah. 


It is requested the Bureau attempt to develop 
latent prints, make a typewriter comparison from the type¬ 
written flight plans; compare handwritten note with extortion 
note file; and attempt to determine manufacture of mirror. 


ENVELOPE 


CONTENTS 


LOCATION OBTAINED 


No. 1 


Hijacker^s flight plans; Pilot’s Compartment 
Demand note 


No. 2 


Contents of forward Forward Restroom 

waste container 


3 - Bureau 

(1 - Package Copy (Enc. 1) (REG.) 
Lake City 

TRH:ksa (5) 


JM , .. 

(P 







ENVELOPE 

CONTENTS 

LOCATION OBTAINED 

No. 3 

Miscellaneous paper 
material from hijacker’s 
seat 

Seats 19 A,B,C, 

No. 4 

As Above 

Seats 20 D,E,F, 

No. 5 

As Above 

Seats 19, D,E,F 

No. 6 

As Above 

Seats 20 A,B,C 

No. 7 

Weiste papers from port side 
rear restroom 

Rear restroom. 
Port side 

No. 8 

As Above 

As Above 

No. 9 

Waste papers starboard 
side rear restroom 

Rear restroom. 
Starboard side 

No. 10 

Latent prints 

Rear Restroom 

Port side 

No. 11 

Pieces of hijacker’s 
mirror 

Rear loading 

Steps 


Amed and Dan* 


:erou3 




NR013 WA PLAIN 7*10 AM 


3t30AM URGENT 4-8-72 MXH FCO 

TO DIRECTOR 'v 

, LOS ANGELES 
LAS VEGAS 
DENVER 

SALT LAKE CITY 

/////ALL OFFICES VIA WASH DC////// 

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (164-NEW) l2 PAGES 


UNSU3, AkJ 


UNITED AIR LINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE 


b7C 


FIVE, DENVER TO LOS ANGELES APRIL SEVEN, SEVENTYTWO, CAA- 
HIJACKING, 00: DENVER, 


RE SAN FRANCISCO TELEPHONE CALLS TO BUREAU, BUREAU 
TELEPHONE CALLS TO SAN FRANCISCO, APRIL SEVEN LAST, AND SAN 
f'RANCISCO TELETYPE APRIL SEVEN LAST. 

BUREAU HAS ADVISED THAT BUREAU ARTIST ARRIVED LOS ANGELES 
THIS DATE PREPARE ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF SUBJECT. WITNESSES 
WHO CAN PROVIDE BEST DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT AS FOLLOWS: 


GARDENA, CALIFORNIA, 

I I bVC 


ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA, 



END PAGE ONE 









PAGE TWO 
SF 164-NEW 



GOLDEN, COLORADO. 

AND ARE IN LOS ANGELES AT A CONVENTION. 


WILL CONTACT LOS ANGELES OFFICE THIS DATE AS TO LOCATION IN LOS 
ANGELES. IN ADDITION, WHO REMAINED ABOARD b7C 

AIRCRAFT ON DEPARTURE SAN FRANCISCO ARE IN POSITION TO FURNISH 
DESCRIPTION:_ AND_ BOTH BASED LOS ANGELES. 

THE REMAINING CREW MEMBERS DEPARTED SAN FRANCISCO WITH 
HIJACKER: b7C 

SAN FRANCISCO OBTAINING PAY OFF LIST WELLS FARGO CONSISTING 
OF HUNDRED SIXTY PAGES. IN VIEW OF VOLUME SAME WILL BE HABE 
carried BY CAPTAIN UAL FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE ZERO, DEPARTING 
SAN FRANCISCO EIGHT FORTYFIVE AM THIS DATE, ARRIVING DULLES AIRPORT 
FOUR FORTYFIVE PM . BUREAU ADVISED MAKING ARRANGEMENTS WASHINGTON 
FIELD OFFICE TO PICK UP. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED ON DEPARTURE OF 
FLIGHT. I I NAME AND ANY FURTHER DETAILS. b /C 

MANIFEST ON SUBJECT FLIGHT CONTAINED NAMES EIGHTYFOUR 
PASSENGERS. ALL PASSENGERS INTERVIEWED WITH EXCEPTION OF 


I 

i 

! 

i 

I 

i 


END PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE 
SF 164" NEW 


I Yj 1 C 

AND AN INFANT CHILD. EIGHTYTWO PASSENGERS INTERVIEWED 
ONE STEWARDESS, FOR A TOTAL EIGHTYTHREE INTERVIEWS. 

I ~| DEPARTMENT 

OF CORRECTIONS, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, ADVISED AS FOLLOWS. HE 
stated that he entered the airplane at DENVER, COLORADO WITH | b/C 

I 1 and that their OTHER DESTINATION 

WAS LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. ] 1 

l OF THE aircraft. 

stated HE FIRST OBSERVED SUBJECT WHEN SUBJECT 

ENTERED THE RESTROOM OF THE AIRPLANE. AT THAT TIME_ 

NOTICED THAT THE SUBJECT HAD BROWN COLORED MEDIUM LINGTH HAIR. 


WHEN THE SUBJECT CAME OUT OF THE BATHROOM AFTER A LENGTHY b/C 

PERIOD OF time ! ^ OTED THAT HE WEARING WHAT APPEARD 

TO BE BLACK WIG AND A MUSTACHE THAT APPEARED TO BE FALSE. 

AFTER SUBJECT RETURNED TO HIS SEAT, ] [ NOTED THAT SUBJECT 

WAS GOING THROUGH A MANILA ENVELOPE AND TAKING OUT WHAT APPEARED b7C 
TO BE PIECES OF NOTEPaPER.^ ^ALSO NOTED SUBJECT RUMMAGING 


THROUGH A SMALL BLACK SUITCASE. 

SAID THAT approximately ONE HOUR OUT OF DENVER b/C 


HE GOT UP AND WALKED PAST THE SUBJECT ATO GET A LOOK AT HIM AS 
HE WAS SUSPICIOUS OF HIM, AND THAT ON HIS RETURN FROM THE 
END PAGE THREE 
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V 
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RESTROOM HE NOTICED THAT THE SUBJECT WAS HOLDING WHAT APPEARED TO 

BE AHAND GRENADE, _STATED THAT THE SUBJECT LOOKED UP t)- 

AT _ AND MADE SURE THAT HE SAW THE HAND GRENADE AND THEN 

COVERED THE HAND GRENADE WITH HIS HAND. 

FROM THAT TIME FORWARD. I I nOTED THAT THE SUBJECT PASSED 

SEVERAL NOTES TO THE STEWARDESSES, WHO TOOK THEM TO THE CAPTAIN 
OF THE AIRCRAFT. ! I dID NOT HEAR THE SUBJECT MAKE ANY 

VERBAL DEMANDS DURING THE FLIGHT. r I sTATED THAT HE SAW 

THE SUBJECT MOVE FROM HIS SEAT AFTER HE HAD HAD THE OTHER TWO 
PASSENGERS ON THAT ROW MOVE TO THE FRONT OF THE AIRCRAFT TO A 
WINDOW seat WHERE THE SUBJECT REMAINED THRUGHTOUT THE HIJACKING. 

UPON LANDING AT THE SAN FRANCISCO AIRPORT, THE STEWARDESS 
TOLdI IaND the OTHER MAN SITTING IN HIS ROW TO LEAVE 

I b / C 

THEIR SEATS AND GO TO THE FRONT OF THE AIRCRAFT|_ 

REMAINED SITTING In|_ 

after the aircraft was on the GROUND THE SUBJECT 
made I I accompany one of the crew memebers of the airplane' 

OUT OF THE aircraft AND RETRIEVE SOME BAGGAGE AND WHAT b7C 

APPEARED TO BE SOME PARACHUTES. SHORTLY AFTER THE BAGGAGE 
WAS BROUGHT ON BOARD THE PASSENGERS WERE TOLD TO LEAVE THE 
AIRCRAFT AND BOTH AND .EFT THE AIRCRAFT AT 

AT TIME. 


END PAGE FOUR 
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I_[FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING 

INFORMATION VOLUNTARILY AFTER HAVING BEEN ADVISED OF THE PERSONAL 
AND OFFICIAL IDENTITY OF INTERVIEWING AGENT AS WELL AS AFTER HAVING 
BEEN ADVISED OF HIS CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS. 

I [ advised THAT DURING NINETEEN SEVENTY HE WAS SERVING ’ 


TIME FOR ESCAPE AT THE DEUEL VOCATIONAL INSTITUTE, TRACY, 
CALIFORNIA, AND ON OCTOBER SIX, SEVENTY ONE 


WALKED AWAY 


FROM THE ABOVE FACILITY. HE ADVISED THAT ON APRIL SEVEN, 
SEVENTYTWO, HE WAS IN THE PROCESS OF BEING EXTRADITED FROM DENVER, 
COLORADO, BACK TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, WHERE HE WAS TO 3E 
REASSIGNED TO SOME STATE OF CALIFORNIA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. 

HE STATED THAT AT APPROXIMATELY TWO THIRTY P.M., APRIL 
SEVEN, SEVENTYTWO, HE, IN THE CUSTODY OF 


b7C 


DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, STATE OF 


CALIFORNIA, BOARDED A UNITED AIRPLANE IN DENVER, COLORADO, 
ENROUTE TO LOS ANGELES. HE STATED THAT HE 


] 


HE advised he and 


AND A WHEELCHAIR PASSENGER 


b7C 


b7 


BOARDED THE AIRPLANE PRIOR TO ANY OTHER PASSENGERS COMING ON BOARD 
END PAGE FIVE 
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THE PLANE, HE STATED THAT AFTER ALL THE OTHER PASSENGERS HAD 
BOARDED THE AIRPLANE, A STEWARDESS OVER THE PUBLIC ADDRESS 
SYSTEM asked IF ANYONE WAS MISSING A MANILA ENVELOPE, AT WHICH 
TIME A MALE PASSENGER WHO WAS LOCKED IN THE RESTROOM STEPPED 
OUT OF THE RESTROOM MOMENTARILY, ADVISED THE STEWARDESS IT WAS 
HIS, AT WHICH TIME THE ENVELOPE WAS GIVEN TO HIM AND HE RETURNED 
TO THE MEN'S ROOM* (THIS INDIVIDUAL SUBSEQUENTLY BECAME THE 
hijacker OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED AIRPLANE) j [ aDVISED AS THE 

PLANE WAS GETTING READY TO TAKE OFF FROM THE DENVER AIRPORT A 
STEWARDESS WENT BACK TO THE RESTROOM IN ORDER TO GET THE ABOVE 
INDIVIDUAL TO COME OUT OF THE RESTROOM AND RETURN TO HIS SEAT, 
HOWEVER, THE PASSENGER WAS RELUCTANT TO COME OUT OF THR RESTROOM. 

at THIS TIME A MALE EMPLOYEE ON THE AIRPLANE CAME BACK TO 
THE RESTROOM AND WAS SUCCESSFUL IN GETTING THE ABOVE INDIVIDUAL 
TO COME OUT OF THE BATHROOM AND TAKE HIS SEAT NEXT TO THE WINDOW 
IN ROW TWENTY ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE PLANE, A SHORT TIME 

LATER THE PLANE BECAME AIRBORNE AND AT THIS POINT_OBSERVED 

THE HIJACKER ACTING NERVOUS AND APPEARED TO BE PLAYING WITH HIS 

COAT AS IF HE MIGHT HAVE A GUN UNDERNEATH HIS COAT. _ 

ADVISED HE ALERTEdI IoF THE HIJACKER'S ACTIVITIES. 


END PAGE SIX 
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I_[stated a short time later a GREY HAIRED MAN WITH A 

MUSTACHE, BELIEVED TO BE AN AIRLINES EMPLOYEE, CAME BACK TO THE 
area WHERE THE HIJACKER WAS SEATED, ENGAGED THE HIJACKER IN 
CONVERSATION, AT WHICH TIME THE HIJACKER MOTIONED WITH HIS 
FINGER FOR THE GREY HAIRED MAN TO RETURN TO THE FRONT OF THE 


PLANE, 

HE stated a SYORT TIME LATER OVER THE PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM 
A MALE VOICE ANNOUNCED THAT DUE TO MECHANICAL DIFFICULTIES WITH 
THE HYDRALIC SYSTEM THE PLANE WOULD BE LANDING AT GRAND JUNCTION, 

STATED HE CONTINUED TO OBSERVE THE HIJACKER b' 


COLORADO. 


WHO PERIODICALLY WOULD RING THE SERVICE BELL, AT WHICH TIME 


DIFFERENT STEWARDESSES WOULD COME BACK TO THE HIJACKER AND THE 
HIJACKER WOULD GIVE THE STEWARDESS NOTES. HE ADVISED THIS 
OCCURRED EIGHT OR TEN TIMES. HE STATED THE PILOT EVENTUALLY 
ANNOUNCED THAT THE PLANE WOULD NOT BE GOING TO LOS ANGELES AS 
SCHEDULED BUT WOULD BE GOING TO SAN FRANCISCO. 

[ stated THAT A SHORT DISTANCE OUT OF SAN FRANCISCO b/C 
THE PILOT ANNOUNCED THAT THE PLANE WOULD NOT BE GOING TO THE 
NORMAL UNLOADING AREA AS ALL AREAS WERE BEING UTILIZED. HE 


END PAGE SEVEN 
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ADVISED THAT THE PLANE AFTER LANDING WAS PARKED IN A POSITION 
AWAY FROM THE AIRLINE TERMINAL. HE ADVISED AT THIS TIME A 

STEWARDESS CAME BACK TO THE AREA WHERE HE AND_WERE 

SEATED AND THE STEWARDESS REQUESTED THAT I | aS WELL AS THE 

OTHER PASSENGERS SEATED IN MOVE TO THE FRONT OF THE 

PLANE AND ALSO MADE THE REQUEST FOR A WOMAN AND A YOUNG CHILD SEATED 
DIRECTLY BEHIND HIM | | ALSO MOVE TO THE FRONT OF THE PLANE. 

HE ADVISED THAT THROUGHOUT THIS ACTIVITY HE OBSERVED 
THE hijacker seated ACROSS FROM HIM HOLDING A HAND GRENADE WITH 
THE PIN REMOVED. HE ADVISED THAT AFTER THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM HAD 
BEEN MOVED TO THE FRONT OF THE PLANE THE HIJACKER 



SND PAGE 


END PAGE EIGHT 
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THE HIJACKER HAD REQUESTED THAT A LARGE SLUE PIECE OF LUGGAGE 



BLACK AND ONE TAN, AND A COUPLE OF OTHER ITEMS BELIEVED TO BE 
PARACHUTES I BOARDED THE PLANE AND TOOK THE ABOVE ITEMS TO THE 
RESTROOM IN THE REAR OF THE PLANE. HE ADVISED 



I advised HE DID NOT KNOW THIS INDIVIDUAL AND DOES 
NOT RECALL EVER HAVING SEEN THIS INDIVIDUAL AND NOTICE NO OTHER 
INDIVIDUALS BELIEVED TO BE INVLOVED IN THIS HIJACKING. b/C 


[ advised the HIJACKER IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS* WM, 
THIRTYFOUR TO THIRTYFIVE YEARS, FIVE FEET EIGHT TO NINE INCHES, 


END PAGE NINE 
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HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE TO HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, MEDIUM BUILD, WEARING 
A DARK WIG WHICH CAME DOWN IN FRONT TO EYEBROW LEVEL, COMBED BACK 
AROUND OVER HIS EARS, WEARING MIRROR TYPE SUNGLASSES, DARK PANTS, 
DARK COLORED JACKET* HE HAD A FAKE MUSTACHE, HAD SIDEBURNS DOWN 
TO THE MIDDLE OF THE FACE, CURVING TOWARD THE MOUTH ABOUT ONE 
INCH AND WERE SQUARED OFF. 


BELIEVED HIS HAIR 


bVC 


TO BE DARK BROWN, STATED HE WAS WEARING GLOVES, GOLF TYPE, BLACK 
IN COLOR, UPON ON TOP WITH A SNAP 
END PAGE TEN 
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FOLLOWING COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION OBTAINED FROM PASSENGERS AND CREW. 
WM, TWENTYFIVE TO THIRTYFIVE YEARS OLD, FIVE FEET EIGHT TO 
TEN INCHES, HUNDRED THIRTYFIVE TO HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, DARK 
COMPLEXION, VARIOUSLY DESCRIBED AS SPANISH, ARAB, GREEK OR 
LEBANESE DESCENT. WEARING SMALL BANDaID LEFT SIDE OF NOSE TO JUST 
UNDER LEFT EYE, SLACK MUSTACKE, DESCRIBED AS THIN TO WIDE 
BUSHY, CURLED ON ENDS. SEVERAL WITNESSES DESCRIBE GOATEE, THIN 
WITH SQUARE SIDES, SHORT LENGTH, WEARING JET BLACK OR DARK 
BROWN WIG, CURLY OR WIRY, NOT PARTED, COMING DOWN ON FOREHEAD, 

STRAIGHT ACROSS JUST ABOVE EYEBROWS, COLLAR LENGTH IN BACK 
COMBED OVER THE EARS COVERING REAL HAIR DESCRIBED AS LIGHT BROWN 

/ 

WITH MEDIUM SIDEBURNS TO THE MIDDLE OF THE EAR. WIG DESCRIBED 
AS HAVING LONG SIDEBURNS TO BELOW THE EARLOBE. WEARING BLACK 
leather GLOVES WITH HOLE IN TOP OF EACH GLOVE FASTENED 
WITH SNAP LIKE GLOF GLOVES, WITH THICK BLACK HAIR ON BACK OF 
HANDS, ALSO SEEN WITHOUT GLOVES AND DESCRIBED AS HAVING THICK FINGERS 
WEARING SUNGLASSES, POSSIBLY TWO DIFFERENT PAIRS, ONE 
PAIR DESCRIBED AS ROUND MOD STYLE WITH MIRROR LENSES AND GOLD 


END PAGE ELEVEN 
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RIMS, AND OTHER PAIR DESCRIBED AS DARK RIMS WITH DARK LENSES. 
GREY-BLUE EYES. WEARING SILVER OR CHROME WRISTWATCH, LARGE 
ROUND TYPE WITH CONSIDERABLE ART WORK OR NUMBERS ON FACE OF 
WATCH, EXPANDABLE BAND WITH U-SHAPE LINKS WORN ON LEFT WRIST. 

* CLOTHING DESCRIBED VARIOUSLY AS QREY BUSINESS SUIT OR DARK 
BLUE BUSINESS SUIT WITH STRIPES AND ALSO AS GREY OR BLUE HEAVY 
■^material, POSSIBLY FLANNEL SPORT COaT WITH RED SP'OTS OR STRIPES 

i: 

t 

' or yellow pinstripes, also reported at times to be carrying 

' !EAVY BLUE OVERCOAT, WEARING YELLOW SHIRT WITH ALTERNATING 

STRIPES AND TOWS OF BLUE-GREEN FLOWERS WITH POINTED TAB 
. J-LLAR, AND ALSO DESCRIBED AS DARK BLUE'FLOWERED. 

NECKTIE DESCRIBED AS WIDE AND DARK AND REPORTED AS LIGHT 
BLUE OR GREY. WITNESSES WHO DESCRIBED ATTIRE AS SPORT COAT STATE 
TRi)USERS WERE EITHER DARK OR GREY WITH RED STRIPES. SHOES 
DESCRIBED AS BUSTER BROWN WITH BLUE PATENT LEATHER FRONT AND 
■ ;k, SQUARES TOES AND GREY SUEDE SIDES. 

Face described as narrow,thin,long, oval, right-handed. 

C DESCRIBED AS MEDIUM PITCH, NO ACCENT. CARRIED LARGE GUN IN 
.STER, DESCRIBED AS BEING EITHER LUGER OR FORTYFIVE CALIBER 
nOMATICE WITH LONG, PSOOIBLE SIX INCH BARREL, GUN METAL 
FLAT BLACK COLOR, 

KX 




HOLD FOR CORR 

‘ftHY com? ALL OFFICES CONTACT SAN FRAN 
COftR IS ON PAGE FOUR LINE 14 FROM TOP LINE STARTS WITH 
THEIR seats 

THEIR SEATS AND GO TO THE FRONT OF THE AIRCRAFT. b/C 
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Date; 4/^8/72 


Transmit the iollowing in 

Via teletype 


PLAIN TEXT 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




U RGENT 


(Priority) 




TO BUREAU, 



a^TTE, DENVER, 

LAS VEGAS, 


FRANCISCO^ mammm 
FdOU, FBI, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 
UNSUB., AKA 


LOS ANGELES, 


SAN 


UNITED AUaiNES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, 


DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN SEVENTYTWO, CAa-HIJACKING. 


00: SALT LAKE CITY. 


b / - 


INSTANT 

RE DENVER TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL EIGHT 051 AND SALT 
LAKE CITY TELEPHONE CALLS TO BUREAU, APRIL SEVEN AND EIGHT. 

UAL FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE REPORTED TO SALT LAKE FAA 
CENTER DEPARTED SAN FRANCISCO EIGHT FORTY-TWO PM, APRIL SEVEN, 
ENROUTE TOWARD COA^jJ)ALE, NEVADA, MARKER, ARRIVING AT NINE 
FIFTEEN PM. ARRIVED AT NEXT MARKER, TONOPAH, NEVADA, NINE 
TWENTY-FOUR PM, AND XI WILSON CREEK NEVADA, IS NEXT MARKER. 
APPROXIMATELY TWENTY^TWO MILES WEST OF WILSON CREEK MARKER, 

AT THIRTY-EIGHT DEGREES TWELVE MINUTES NORTH, ONEHHUNDRED 
FIFTEEN DEGREES, SEVEN MINUTES WEST, PILOT BELIEVED PARACHUTE 

BEEPERS ACTIVATED, SUGGESTING HIJACKER LEFT AIRCRAFT aT 

. 

CHASE PLANE UNABLE TO CONFIRM. /i^/? _ .. 


4 - 


‘bii- 

pfj 4-,^ 
f 'tf 


WIA 

Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 


M Per. 
_ CL. 


^ V - i 


b7C 
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PAGE TWO 


F B I 

Date: 



FLIGHT C(^^TINUED EAST AT FOUUTEEN-THOUSAND FEET AT SPEED OF 

ABOUT ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY KNOTS AND NO ATTEMPT MADE TO CHECK 

CABIN SPACE WHERE HIJACKER BELIEVED TO BE. FLIGHT CONTINUED 

EASTERLY TO MILFORD, UTAH, MARKEIR, AND cmiUNUED TOWARD 

HANKSVILLE, UTAH, MARKER. COURSE CHANGED AT TEN FOURTY PM 

OVER MARYSVALE, UTAH„ TOWARD FAIRFIELD, UTAH, MARKER, REAR 

PROVO, UTAH.AT DISTANCE NINE MILES SOJTH OF PROVO, FLIGHT 

REQUESTED COURSE CHANGE THROUGH PRICE, UTAH, MARKER TO GRAND 

JUNCTION, COLORADO, MARKER. COURSE CHANGED AND PILOT BELIEVED 

HIJACKER PARACHUTED FROM PAANE ON ONE HUNDRED DEGREE RADIAI. ^ g 

FROM FAIRFIELD MARKER. PILOT CHECKED AIRCRAFT AND DETERMINED 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT NOT ON BOARD. FLIGHT EANDED AT SALT LAKE CITY. 

RADAR AT SALT LAKE AIRPORT AND FAA INDICATED UNKNOW^^ 

SUBJECT DEPARTED AIRPLANE IN IMNJEDIATE PROXIMITY OF PROVO, UTAH, 

AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN Tl^ELVE PM. SEARCH IMMEDIATELY BEGUN 

WITH 

BY PREVIOUSLY ALERTED AGENTS XM POLICE AGENCIES! ARRIVING 
XKKKfiXIKXXSXX IN LIMITED FORCE APPROXIMATELY THIRTY MINUTES 
LATER AS AVAILABLE LIMITED FORCE HAD BEEN ENGAGED ON OTHER DUTY 
AT PRECISE TIME OF JUMP. COORDIMATED SEARCH BECON ABOUT 
ELEVEN Fa^RTY PM. ROADBLOCKS ESTABLISHED AND FOOT SEARCHES 
COM^^ENCED AS WELL AS SUPPLEMENTAL LIMITED SEARCHES WITH 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1971-413-138 
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PAGE THREE 


FBI [ 

Date: j 

'■ I 

Transmit the following in_ 1 

(Type in plaintext or code) ^ 

I 

Via _ ^ 

(Priority) j 


HELICOPTORS FROM TWELVE MIDNIGHT ON WITH FLARES BEING 
DROPPED IN VICINITY. UTAH LAKE SITUATED mST OF PROVO. AREA 
SOUTH EAST OF AIRPORT SWAMPY. PROVO RIVER ON NORTH SICE 
P cfciTY AND FULL AND DEEP AT THIS TIME. OVER TWO HUNDRED 
OFFICERS AND EIGHT DEPARTMENTS, DIRECTED BY FBI, BEING 
UTILIZED IN SEARCH EFFORTS. MAJOR SEARCH EFFORT COMMENCING 
PRIOR TO DAWN THIS DATE. 

AT SALT LAKE AIRPORT HIJACKED AIRCRAFT SEARCHED BY BOMB 
EXPERTS AND NONE FOUND, NO WEAPONS LOCATED AND FINGERPRINTS 
OF QUESTIONABLE VALUE AS UNKNOWN SUBJECT WORE GLOVES. 
MISCELLANEOUS MATERIAL OBTAINED DURING SEARCH, THE SIGNIFICANCE 

OF WHICH IS UNKNOWN. STEWARDESS RETAINED ONE NOTE PASSED TO 

UNKOWN iTxriojnww 

CItEW BY/SUBJECT, HOWEVER OTHER NOTES UTILIZED BY/Su'bJECT 

RETURNED TO HIM AT HIS INSISTENCE. RECOVERED NOTE ON SMALL 

YELLOW MEMO-TYPE TABLET PAPER AND READS "EVERYBODY OFF NOW 

EXCEPT STEWARDESSES. TliEY STAY PUT. GET T>1E HELL OFF THE GD. 

BE QUICK ABOUT IT — USE THIS FUlWAY." TWO PRE-TYPED FLIGHT 

PLANES OF FCXJR GIVEN CREW RECOVERED. AFTER SEARCH AIRCRAFT 

SECURED BY UAL OFFICIALS. _ 

FLIGHT CREW CONSISTING OF]_ 

I-1 b7C 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; I 971 —41 3 — 1 3S 
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PAGE FOm\ 

F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via_ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


b7! 


EMPLOYEES OF UAL AND STATIONED LOS ANGELES. CREW INTERVIEWED 
AT SALT LAKE AND FURNISHED FOLLOWING COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION; 

WHITE} MALE} AMERICAN} AGE TWENTY-SEVEN TO THIRTY YEARS} 

FIVE FEET FIVE TO FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES} ONE HUNDRED FOURTY-FIVE 
TO ONE HUNDlffiD FIFTY POUNDS} WEARING FALSE BLACK MOUSTACHE 
AND DARK BROWN OR BLACK OTG; HAIR POSSIBLY BLACK AND CURLY UNDER 
WIB} EYES GRAY-BLUE} \;eARING MIRROR SUN-GLASSES} BLACK, BUSHY, 
HEAVY EYEBROWS; POSSIBLY THIN LIPS AND SMALL MOUTH} SLENDER 
BUILD BUT WITH HEAVY LEGS} SLIGHTLY PITTED CHEEKS} DARK 
COMPLEXION; NO.RMAL OR SLICTTLY HIGH PITCHED VOICE; SEEMED COCKY; 
AND DESCRIBED AS KNO^^I£DIBLE CONCERNING AIRCRAFT AND PARACHUTING. 
BELIEVED TO HAVE CHANGED CLOTHING AND JUMPED IN MILITARY-TYPE 
JUMP SUIT, WITH BLACK HARD-TYPE HAT. UNSU B BELIEVED TO HAVE 
HAD HAND GRENADE AND AUTOMATIC OR REVOLVER OF DARK COLOR. 

SEARCH CONTINUING. EVID0)CE BEING PREPAilED FOR SUBMIfSSION 
.10 FBI LABORATORY. LEADS BEING SET OUT BY OTHER COMMUNICATIONS. 
BUREAU BEING KEPT CURRENTLY ADVISED. PRESS INQUIRIES BEING 
ANSCflSRED. UAL OFFICIALS MADE CREW AVAILABLE FOR PRESS INQUIRY 
BUT INSTiaJCTED THAT THEIR ANSlflSRS BE GENERAL IN NATURE, NO 
F.ND AT^^TTTnw^T. PRR.SOMNET. BETMfl RKQUERTF.DglC PKNDTNG RF.SULT. nF - 

SEARCH UNDERWAY. SUBJECT CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

Approved: _ Sent _M Per- 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1971 -413--I35 







fU'REA'U 'BEm KEPT CUHPEMTLY' ADVISED.. PRESS* I i 

' UAL'.OFFICIALS m^DE bSEE.'AyAlLA:3LE FOR PRESS l 

■SvE'-fc ■ ■ ■ ■■■ I ■■ ’ ’ 

BUT ilf^^ilTEUCTED TUAT TREIR AUSWEPS, BE OEUERAL lU UATURE. 

:v;.B TV ■'■■•■ V ■ . ' . , 

APDITTOUAL BERSOUUEL 3E-ING, PERUESTED FERDIF3 RESULT OF_ 


US U THY 


SEARCH UUF^ERUAY. ' ’' . 

■'.>;A/sUajECT. GGUSIDERED AHilEU AMD OAUGEROjjS. 


BCB F3I LOS AUGELES CLR 
FCO F3I SF ■; _ 

HHJ' FBI -LAS VEGAS ■ 

MAV FBI DEUVER 
BfW ■■FBI 3T 


TTIT 'FBI BASH DC 





NR001 PLAIN NY 
1055 AM 4-8-72 NRS 
TO DIRECTOR 

'DE NEVER -v 

LOS ANGELES 
SACRAMENTO 
salt LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
FROM NEW YORK 1$4- NEW 

UNSUBS, CRIME ABOARD AIFCRAFT - HIJACKING UNITED AIRLINES 

FLIGHT NUMBER EIGHT FIVE FIVE - CAA HIJACKING 

EXTORATION 







NR 003 SF PLAIN 
M20PM, URGENT 4/8/72 MAH 
T0« DENVER 

SALT LAKE CITY 
l^AS VEQAS 

FROM« SAN FRANCISCO (164-NEW> 2P 

UNSUB, ,(iKA_ UNITED AIR LINES LIIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, b7C 

DENVER TO LOS'ANGELES, .APRIL SEVEN, LAST, CAA - HIJACKING. 

001 DENVER. 


RE SF TEL call TO SALT LAKE CITY AND SALT LAKE CITY TEL CALL TODAY. 



OAKLAND, CALIF., PACKED AND PROVIDED FOLLOWING EQUIPMENT IN CATIONED 
MATTER: 


TWO MAIN BACK PACKS, EACH CONSISTING OF TWENTY EIGHT TOOD SPORT 
CHUTE, WHITE, OR ALTERNATING WHITE/ORANQE PANELS. 

EACH MAIN CANOPY PACKED IN NYLON CLEEVE EIGHTEEN BY TWENTY INCHES, 
FOURTEEN FEET WIDE, SLEEVES NORMALLY BRIGHT COLOR, SUCH AS ORANGE. 
COLOR OF SLEEVES PROVIDED UNKNOWN. 

END PAGE ONE 
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ATTACHED TO SLEEVE IS PILOT CHUTE, APPROXIMATELY TWENTY TWO 
INCHES IN DIAMETER WHEN FULLY INFLATE^, NORMALLY WHITE IN COLOR. 

ONE PILOT CHUTE PROVIDED, POSSIBLY PINK IN COLOR. ALSO PROVIDED 
WERE TWO RESERVE SHEST PACKS,, TWENTY FOUR FOOT, BOTH WHITE IN COLOR. 
ONE RESERVE (CHEST) PACK, BRAND NAME PIONEER, SERIAL NUMBEr I I 

_STAMPED IN INDELIBLE INK LOCATED BETWEEN SUSPENSION LINES 

ONE AND TWENTY FOUR. SECOND RESERVE PACK, BRANK NAME SWITLIK, 


SERIAL NUMBEI 


LOCATED AS ABOVE. IN 


ADDITION, TWO NORTH STAR ALTIMETERS, MOUNTED ON VELCRO WRIST MOUNTS, 


WERE PROVIDED. 


OF POINION, IN VIEW OF UNSUB'S SPECIFIC REQUEST, UNSUB 


BELIEVED TO BE 






A 



4/8/72 

V 


AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL 

TO: 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 
^ LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 

FROM: ^ 

SALT LAKE 

CITY (164-36) (P) 

RE: 



1 1 

b7C 


UNITED AIRLINES 

FLIGHT NO, 855 


DENVER, COLORADO TO 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
miim 

CAA HIJACKING 
(00: Salt Lake City) 


Re Salt Lake City airtel to Bureau, 4/8/72. 

Enclosed for the Bureau under separate cover are the 
follov/ing items obtained from the interior of captioned hijacked 
aircraft upon its arrival at Salt Lake City International Airport: 

1. Six seatbelts 

2. Eight latent lifts of unknown value 

3. One film pack of photographs of latent lifts, 

RICHARD F. MC COY, JR., 360 South 200 East, Provo, Utah, 
born 12/7/42 at Kingston, North Carolina, Social Security Number 
and Army serial number 237-66-2779, has been developed as suspect. 

The Identification Division, Latent Fingerprint Section, 
is requested to attempt to develop latent prints from seatbelt 
buckles and determiine if enclosed latent lifts are of value. 

Compare any latent lifts of value with fingerprints of suspect / f n/ 

KC COY. /0H'3(,-7 







NR 002 DN PUIN 
251 PM URGENT 4-8-72 MAV 
TO DIRECTOR 

SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 
SAN FRANCISCO ^ 

FROM OPVER (164-120) 3P 

s. 


UNSUB; AKi 


UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT NUMBER 


EIGHT FIVE FIVE, DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN LAST. 
CAA - HIJACKING. 00 SALT LAKE CITY. 


RE DENVER TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED APRIL EIGHT LAST. 

UNITED AIRLINES (UAL) 0-PASSENQER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
(PSR) LOCATED AT DENVER WHO RECALLS INCIDENT INVOLVING . 

BROWN MANILA ENVELOPE. PSR, WHO WAS NOT HANDLING UAL 
FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE BUT WAS IN VICINITY WHEN FLItlHT 
BOARDING, RECALLS THAT UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL, NOT A PERSON, 
BOARDING FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, APPROACHED HIM AND HANDED 
PSR A BROWN MANILA ENVELOPE APPROXIMATELY EIGHT BY TEN 
INCH SIZE WHICH UNKNOWN MALE PARTY STATED FOUND LYING ON 
LOUNGE CHAIR IN WAITING ROOM ADJACENT TO FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE 
FIVE BOARDING AREA. 


END PAGE ONE 










DN 164-120 
PAGE TWO 

PSR, SINCE FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE WAS ALREADY 
BOARDING, CALLED TO PLANE AND BROADCASTED THAT A MANILA 
ENVELOPE HAD BEEN FOUND IN THE WAITING ROOM. PSR GOT NO 
RESPONSE UNTIL PLANE WAS BEING "BUTTONED UP", WHEN UNKNOWN 
STEWARDESS, ORIENTAL IN APPEARANCE, CAME RUNNING FROM 
PLANE TO RAMP AND TOOK CUSTODY OF ENVELOPE STATING 
PASSENGER ABOARD FLIGHT LEFT ENVELOPE IN WAITING ROOM. 

PSR UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANYONE FITTING DESCRIPTION OF 
UNSUB AND CANNOT ASSOCIATED INCIDENT WITH PARTICULAR PERSON. 

SAN FRANCISCO IDENTIFY STEWARDESS WHO WAS IN CREW 
AND IF MATTER NOT ALREADY RESOLVED, ARRANGE FOR INTERVIEW 
OF STEWARDESS CONCERNING MANILA ENVELOPE AND IDENTIFICATION 
OF PASSENGER WHO OBTAINED SAME. 

ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION AND INTERVIEW OF UAL PERSONNEL 
SERVING IN VARIOUS CAPACITIES ON B CONCOURSE DURING 
afternoon of APRIL SEVEN LAST, FAILED TO LOCATE ANY MEMBER 
END PAGE TWO ' , 











P«i»E THREE " I 

ABLE TO IDENTIFY UNSUB BASED ON AVAILABLE DESCRIPTION. | 


UNSUB ARHED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. I 

END i 

CNK FBI SU CLR 1 







• ' 4 

NR00S CE PLAIN 

500 PH URGENT A-3~1Z PLS 


TOl SALT LAKE CITY (ISA-SG) 

, FROHi CHARLOTTE (164-108) (P) 


UUNSUB, AKA 


UNITED AIR LINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE 


b7C 


FIVE, De,NVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYTWOj 
CAA - HIJACKING; 00i DENVER. 



I 


I 


RE SALT LAKE CITY TELEPHONE CALL TO CHARLOTTE, APRIL EIGHT, 
NINETEEN SEVENTYTWO. 

INQUIRIES at ft. BRAGG DISCLOSED ONLY KNOWN SPECIAL FORCES 

(SF) PERSONNEL FROH FT. BRAGG IN AREA ARE EIGHT NONCOHHISSIONED 

OFFICERS and OFFICERS AT LAKE DEER, HONTANA, NONE IN UTAH. 

I ON APRIL .SIXTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYTWO, TWO SF PERSONNEL ARE 

DEPARTING FT.BRAGG AS ADVANCED PARTY TO CAMP WILLIAMS, UTAH, . 

FOR TRAINING OF SF RESERVES AT CAMP WILLIAMS TO BE HELD IN 

AUGUST, NINETEEN SEVENTYTWO. 
i ' , 

I INQUIRIES ALSO DISCLOSED HEADQUARTERS OF NINETEENTH SF 

j GROUP OF ARMY NATIONAL GUARD ( OR RESERVES) LOCATED IN AREA OF 

I SALT LAKE CITY AND THEY ARE NOW BEGINNING ANNUAL TRAINING PHASE. 


END PAGE ONE 








PAGE TWO 

ALSO, TENTH SF GROUP, FT. DEVENS, MASSACHUSETTS, ARE 
SCHEDULED TO CONDUCT TRAINING FIELD EXERCISE IN AREA OF SALT 
LAKE CITY DURING COMING WEEK AND MOST LIKELY HAVE HAD ADVANCE 
PERSONNEL IN THIS AREA. 

SALT LAKE CITY MAY DESIRE TO MAKE INQUIRIES REGARDING 
NINETEENTH SF GROUP IN AREA AND EXERCISE BEING CONDUCTED IN AREA 
BY TENTH SF GROUP FROM FT. DEVENS. 

inquiries CONTINUING REGARDING SF PERSONNEL FROM FT. BRAGG 
ON LEAVE IN UTAH AREA. 

END 


CNK FBI SU CLR 





NR 003 LA PLAIN 

236PM URGENT 4-8-72 LLS '' 

TO DIRECTOR 

salt lake city 

PROM LOS ANGELES (IS4-NEW> 2P 

UNSUB, AKa J [ united AIRLINES FLIGHT EIGHT 

FIVE FIVE, DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN, LAST. 
CAA DASH HIJACKING. 



THIS DATE HE MAS SKIING AT ALTA, UTAH, SATURDAY, APRIL 
one, last, AND ON LEAVING SKI AREA OBSERVED TWO PARACHUTES 
JUMP FROM AIRPLANE IN AREA BETWEEN INTERSTATE FIFTEEN AND 
RAOD LEADING TO LITTLE COTTONWOOD CANYON. AREA DESCRIBED 
AS WEST OF ABOVE CANYON, NORTH OF PROVO, UTAH, AND SOUTH 
OF SALT LAKE CITY. ABOVE OBSERVED BETWEEN TWO FIFTEEN P.M. 
AND TWO FORTY FIVE P.M. 

PLANE DESCRIBED AS SINGLE ENGINE WITH WING ABOVE 


END PAGE ONE 


/ D 

APR 81972 




J 


164-NEW 
PAGE TWO 

FUSELAGE AND FLEW IN CIRCLES OVER AREA BEFORE AND AFTER 
JUMP. PLANE NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED. PARACHUTES DESCRIBED 
AS ONE RED AND ONE MEDIUM DARK COLORED. DESCRIPTION 

OP parachutists unknown, 

I COULD PROVIDE NO FURTHER INFORMATION, 

above submitted for information salt lake division, 

END 

CNK FBI SU 
CLR 




NRe03 LV PLAIN * 

311 PM URGENT A-8-72 MHE ■*.- 

TO DIRECTOR 

DENVER . ' 

SALT LAKE CITY 

SAN.jrRANCISCO 

s 

s- 

FROM LAS VEGAS 164-72 ' 


UNSUB, AK/|_I 

DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, 


UNITED AIR LINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, 
APRIL SEVEN, LAST, CAA - HIJACKING, 


b7C 


RE LAS VEGAS TEL APRIL SEVEN LAST, 

EXTENSIVE GROUND AND AIR SEARCH IN VICINITY OF ADAVEN, 
NEVADA, RESULTED IN LOCATION OF ONE CHEST PACK PARACHUTE, WHITE, 
CHUTE LOCATED AT THIRTYEIGHT DEGREES, THIRTEEN MINUTES NORTH AND 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN DEGREES TWENTYONE MINTUES WEST, 

NO INDICATION ANYTHING ATTACHED TO CHUTE AT ANY TIME AND 
SHROUD LINES NOT COMPLETELY WITHDRAWN FROM PACK, NO BEEPER 
ATTACHED OR LOCATED. ADDITIONAL SEARCH IN VICINITY DISCLOSED 


NO OTHER PARACHUTE. 

CHUTE DESCRIBED FURTHER AS SECOND RESERVE PACK, 
SWITLIK, SERIAL NO, ONE ZERO SEVEN TWO SEVEN. 

END PAGE ONE 


BRAND NAME 




SEARCHED-. 

SERIALIZED. 
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r 


LV 164-72 

PAGE TWO ■'*' 

‘ saNvFrancisco furnish any additional information developed 

CONCERNING LOCATION OF OTHER CHUTE* 

END 

LSB FBI^SU CLR 
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mM2 BU PLAIN 

7120 PN N:TEL A-8-72 TRR 

TO salt lake city (JS4-J6) 

FROM BUFFALO (164>NEW> IP 

uNSUBt .united airlinesseven twentyseven jetliner, 

S 

N 

SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, 

APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYTVO 
CAA-HIJACKINQ 


RE buffalo tel call APRIL EIGHT INSTANT. FOR INFORMATION 



ROCHESTER, N^Y 

• 


TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED UNSUB MAY BE IDENTICAL WITH 



1 OGDEN. UTAH. 


1 usaf, 

APPROXIMATELY NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR TO NINETEEN FIFTYSIX* 

9 


b7C 


DESCRIBED ASl W/N, 


FIVE FEET EIGHT 

I 


PROVO, UTAH UPON]_ \ \ 

WOULD BE FAMILIAR WITH PARACHUTE OPERATION. 
RUC. 

END 

LSB FBI SU CLR 


STATED 






APR 81972 - 

i(^§A(=T UKE CJTY / 



1 

i 

I 





MR0t nc PLAIN 

7l48Pn URGENT 4-8-72 DBC 

TOt w DIRECTOR 

DENVER (164-120) 
salt LAKE CITY (164-36) 

), charlotte 

s 

S' 

SAN FRANCISCO 


LITTLE ROCK 

FROMI WEPP HIS (164-NEW ) ' 

UNSUBt AKA -_ UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE,b7C 

DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN, SEVENTYTWO. CAA - 
HIJACKING. OOt SALT LAKE CITY. 

RE MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALLS TO BUREAU, SALT LAKE CITY, 

AND SAN FRANCISCO, APRIL EIGHT, INSTANT, ' __ 

ON APRIL EIGHT INSTANT J I I_ 

_ NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THAT AFTER 

SEEING DESCRIPTION, AGE, AND NAME OF HIJACKING SUSPECT HE BELIEVES 

THAT_ WITH WHOM HE SERVED IN U.S. ARMY SPECIAL 

FORCES IN VIET NAM, IS IDENTICAL WITH THE SUSPECT, f 
DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, AGE , HEIGHT FIVE FEET AND 

SEVEN INCHES, WEIGHT ONE SEVENTY TO ONE SEVENTY-FIVE POUNDS, HAIR 
DARK BLOND TO Light brown, eyes blue, stocky build, slim waist, 

LARGE UPPER BODY, HEAVY LEGS, WORE HORN RIM GLASSES, UNABLE TO 


SEE WITHOUT GLASSES, 
END PAGE ONE 


NO KNOWN tattoos OR VISIBLE SCARS OR NARKS, 

//^f 3^ -ZS 

SEARCH|D^ ^^mDE^^ 
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HE 1S4>NEW 
PACE Two 


HIQH SCHOm. EDUCATION, NOTAniU, RAISED IN ORPRANAGE IN EASTERN 
SECTION OF U.S* | fc s VERY WAIN, BEUIGERANT, AND COWARDLY TO 

POINT -OF BEING DANGEROUS, CONSIDERED DANGEROUS BECAUSE OF HIS 

s 



j CHARLOTTE WILL LOCATE AND REVIEw(_|FILE AT 

FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA, OBTAIN ALL PERTINENT INFORMATION 
AS WELL AS PHOTOGRAPHS AND FURNINSH BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES. 


I LITTLE ROCK WILL ATTEMPT TO L0CATE|_[BIRDSEYE, 

ARKANSAS, AND INTERVIEW FOR ALL PERTINENT INFORMATION HE POSSESSES 
REGARDINGI 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P. 

! END 


LSB FBI SU CLR 





m 08 fX PUIN 

tlt89PN NITEL 4^8*72 DUN ' 

TOt *SALT LAKE CITY 

FROWl PHOENIX (I64-NEW) 

; , V 

UMSUBl :UNITEP AIRLINES FLIQHT EISKT FIVE FIVE, APRIL SEVEN LAST* 

s- 

CAA • HIJACKING^ 


RE PHOENIX PHONE CALL SALT LAKE CITY APRIL EIGHT SEVENTYTWO, 

PHOENIX PD ADVISED MORNING OP APRIL EIGHT SEVENTYTWO THAT 

ANONYMOUS PHONE CALL HAD SEEN MADE TO "CRIME STOP" IN PHOENIX AT 

NINE TUENTYTVO AM* ANONYMOUS CALLER SOUNDED LIKE WHITE MALE^ 

about forty years OF AGE* CALL WAS PLACED FROM PaY PHONE* CALL 

WAS AS FOLLOWS! "REFERENCE THE PERSON WHO JUMPED FROM THE PUNE* 

- ^ 

IF YOU GO TO KANAB, UTAH TO KITCHEN (JUST AS IT SOUNDS)]_ 

CANYON YOU WILL FIND WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR"* 

CRIME STOP SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM OF PHOENIX PD WHICH PERMITS 
INDIVIDUALS TO ANONYMOUSLY CALL DIRECTLY TO PD GIVING INFO CONCERN- 
ING CRIMES* REPORTING CRIMES IN PROGRESSt OR SUSPICIOUS ACTIONS* 

NO ACTION BEING TAKEN BY PHOENIX DUE TO ANONYMOUS NATURE OF 
CAU AND INABILITY TO TRACE CALL TO SPECIFIC PHONE* -RUC- 




END 

LSB FBI SU CLR 
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fit Mi LR PUXN 

tflSMN fITEL 04-08*72 LVC 

TO SAtT LAKE CITY (t64-S«> 

PIEMPHIS ' 

FRON LITTLE ROCK (164-NEW) 

■ )>' , . ■■'■■■ - 
'V 

'' Id C 

UNSUBt AKA - UNITED AIRLINES FLIQHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, 

DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN, SEVENnTVO. CAA - HIJACKING. 

ooi salt lake city. 


RE NEtff^HIS TEL APRIL EIGHT INSTANT. 

BIRDSONG, ARKANSAS, IS PREDOMINATELY NEGRO TOWN OF TWO FIVE ZERO 
POPULATION LOCATED IN MISSISSIPPI COUNTY, ARKANSAS. INQUIRY OF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND SEVERAL LIFE LONG RESIDENCE OF BIRDSONG 
DISCLOSED THAT I | IS UNKNOWN IN THE AREA. SOURCES CONTACTED 

DO NOT KNOW ANYONE WITH LAST NAME LIVING IN BIRDSONG COMMUNITY. 

BIRDEYE, ARKANSAS, CONSIST OF ONE STORE LOCATED IN REMOTE AREA 
OF CROSS COUNTY ARKANSAS, AND CONSIST OF THREE OR FOUR FAMILIES 


all white residing in BIRDEYE. 

MEMPHIS at NASHVILLE RECONTACt F I aND ATTEMPT TO 


OBTAIN MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION REGARDING ADDRESS AND 
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AIRTOL AIR MAIL 


TO; . DIRECTOR. FBI 

j Am/: FBI LABORATORY 

FROM: SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) (P) 

RE; 

I 1 

tjNltED AIRLINES FLIGHT #8S5 
DENVER, COLORADO TO 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
4/7/72 

CAA - HIJACKING 
(00: Salt Lake City) 


Re Salt Lake City airtel to Bureau, 4/8/72. 

Enclosed for the Bureau under separate cover is pilots 
pre“'flight clieck list prepared by Unsub and found in the 
interior of captioned hijacked aircraft. 

’’SB*' written in pencil on top of enclosed form was not 
written by Unsub. 

FBI Laboratory requested to compare enclosed form with 
previous similar form submitted and determine type, make and 
model of typewriter. Also exaxaine for latent fingerprints. 

ARMED AND DAN GE ROUS. 


3 Bureau 

(1 - Package Copy)(Enc. 1)(REG.) 
Salt Lake City 
^AR:cj 
(5) 



" ut 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of transcripHon 


4/8/72 


During examination of United Airlines plane #7426 at 
Salt Lake City International Airport, the following latent 
fingerprints were obtained: 

Lifts from arm rests-seats 18A, B, D, 19F (two prints), 
19D (two prints), and 19C. 

The above lifts were photographed. 

Also obtained were seatbelts from seats 20A, B, C, 

D, E, and F. 


lritervi«wed on. 


4/8/72 


Salt Lake City, Utah 


.File #, 


SU 164-36 


SA 


f/ o, 




b7C 


.Dote dictated_ 


4/8/72 


This docyrnent contoins neither recomrnendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. )l is the properly of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


4/8/72 

v Date of Ironscipfion_ 




Lake Citv. Utah> Utah l 
at the Office of the FBI, 
Lake City, Utah*, 


I Salt 

I was interviewed 
125 South State Street, Salt 


b7C 


stated that he is a good friend of 
MC COV, JRo, 360 South 200 East, Provo, Utah, 


RICHARD 
telephone number 375-2930 


b7! 


I_[stated that MC COY is a Brigham Young 

University (BYU) student, is a sky diver, who jumps out of 
the Alta Airport in Salt Lake City, Utah, on a regular 
basis. He is a Vietnam veteran, and has served two years 
in Vietnam; one year of which was as a helicopter pilot. 


Approx imateIv three weeks to one month ago, ^ 

H mC COY had a conversation concerning a 
hijacking of an airplane that had recently teiken place. 

In the discussion of this hijacking, MC COY stated that it 
would be possible for someone to hijack a plane and get 
away with it provided he did certain things. One of the 
things that would be necessary for this person to do would 
be to have extra parachutes in the plane that could be 
thrown out while in flight to confuse people. The para¬ 
chutes would be examined for beepers, and the dummy para¬ 
chutes would contain the beepers. MC COY also stated that 
in the recent hijacking, the hijackers did not demand 
enough money, and that if he were to do it, he would demand 
at least $500,000.00. 


[ 


on the nJght ot April '7. 1972. MC C0Y*s 
unknown.! 

I and wanted to know wnere ru; uui was. 
to know if MC COY was on a mission of some sort. 


[stated that at approximately 9:30 P.M., 


t 


b 


name 
Srte wanted 


I 


Interviewed on. 




Salt Lake City, Utah 


by. 


"TT b7 

^ JLT/ksa 


Dale dictoted. 


Salt Lake City 
164-36 / C? 

.File #_^2_ 

4/8/72 


This document conloins neither recommendations nor conclusions of ^he FBi. It is the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency; 
it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency. 
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[ 


stated that he at tempted to reach 
MC COY at approximately 11:30 P*M,, and | | 

answered and stated that MC CO Y waa not nome, rnev aiscussed 
the hijacking briefly, and the | S tated that she 

was "scared to death," as MC COY nad triea to get her to 
help him on a hijackings ■ nnn-incr thi s .conversation, MC C0Y*s 
I - {stated that l I mC COY had left at 

approximately 8:00 P.M*, and had not returned by 11:30 PoM* 
to midnight. 


b7C 


stated that MC C0 y[ 


]have 


lot of money troubles and have agrued frequently about this 
in the past 

stated that he was on duty the entire 


^ b / 


night of April 7, 1972 - April 8, 1972, with the Utah Highway 
Patrol, and w hen he arri ved home early in the morning of 
April 8, 1 9 72 J h :old him that MH COY had palled at 

;=^nnroximatelv 1:30 A,M, , and asked fori I 

I I thought it was a little odd that MC COY b 

did not engage her in any type of conversation at all 
inasmuch as th ey are fairly close friends and when MC COY 
found out thatl |was not home, he simply hung 

up the telephone. 


In the discussion concerning hijackingf 


said that MC COY talked about any hijacking he would be ^ 
involved in would be a "big operation"« He stated that if 
the plane that he would be on was being followed by chase 
planes, he would make it known to these chase planes that 
he had also planted a bomb on a second plane in order to 
get them to withdraw, MC COY also stated that if he ever 
got the half million dollars, he would leave the country. 


2 
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. .added that MC COY flies frequently 

and is completely ramiliar with the filling out of the ^ 
FAA flight plan forms, and because of his association 
with the military, would have access to these fomso 
Additionally, MC COY has his own military type flight 
and ju^P suits, helmet and jumping boots® 


I b tated that in view of MC COY's b7C 

past military experience in Vietnam, that it would be 
possible for him to have a grenade and he believes that 
MC COY does in fact, have several pistols and possibly a 
rifle o 


furnished the following background b7C 
and descriptive aaxa bn MC COY: 


Race 

White 

Sex 

Male 

Age 

29 

Height 

5* 9" - 5* 10” 

Weight 

160-165 pounds 

Hair 

Reddish brown (straggly) 


medium length 

Eyes 

Hazel 

Remarks 

Mild pock marks on cheeks 


(possibly acne) 

Sometimes wears reddish 
brown (walrus type) 
mustache (had one a week 
ago) 

Dimple in chin 
Bushy eyebrows, brown 
Sideburns full to bottom of 
ear, squared off 

Voice High pitched voice when 

excited 


3 






SU 16if-36 




Build 


Vehicle 

Relatives 


Military 


Medium above waist; hips and 
thighs protruding "gorilla 
type” 

1966 four-door. Dodge 
blue in colors dark green 
Vc5T.TatTon - \/<aaT» imknow n 

in North Carolina 
I ^1 - Name unknown, resid#^^ 

in No rth Carolina b7 

I ^ Name unknown, resides 

* 3BU iiouth 200 East, Provo, 

,_ ] 1 ^ _, 

I I 

Currently member of 115th 
Engineers National Guard 
Armory, Murray, Utah 


MC COY is known to have a green three foot by 
two foot by fourteen inche almost square piece of luggage, 
and also a green or bluish gray clothing bag® 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OK INyESTlGATION 


0«fe«f IfMtcnptipr 


Anrii 8, 1972 


I Foster Citx* furnished fpllovlng 

isfonsation: | 

_stsied ihst he wa* the U, S- 

Coast Guard pllat who piloted the Coast Guard C-130 chase b /c 

vhich fnl lnwwd thfe United Air .Lines (UAL) 727 which was 
hiiacked/ l h dvised ho is statioisdst the 

U* S. Coast Guard Air St&tionJ San Francisco International 
Airport. 

I l adyised that once the hijacked 

UAL plane was off the groimd, the initial part of his sissioi 
to follow the hijacked plane went rery smoothly* He stated b/c 
that the *^first hit of y west of 

Wilson Creek, Nevada. I J furnished the following 

latitude and longitude bearings:latitude 38*. 2Q ninutfis ■ 

north, longitude llS*, 25 sinutes west. |_I 

advised that »t this tise the UAL hijacked plane w^s flying 
at 14,000 feet and maintaining speed of 18Cf kaotti gr: . d sp-i^od, 
or 110 knots* air speed# He advised that the ittLit.; e and 
longitude given, he and his co*pllot heard what they x ought 
to be two fceppers. He advised that it was his opiaiw;^ th^i 
there were two hoppers bec aTiga of th^r tmnftniri i echo eff - *t tb :^t 
he and bis co-pilot heard* I I advised cha t 

co-pilot on this flight was l I why 

he- st^ tod is also assigned tothioTsTC&asiuuiroAlT 
SL^atlon, San Francisco International Airport* 


I_I advised that when the hoppers 

were first heard* ho i^ediately contacted ta® UAL hijacked 
plane by r adio and asked if t hey wished for hia to illuminate 
the sret* I I stated that the UAL Captain aboard 

th« hijacked pl&se requested this not be done as he was 
that even if the hijacker had jumped froa the plane, fbat h^ 
might have the necessary apparatus ca his person to rt .ll 
> 4 ;nite a b daib which he aight have left aboard the hijfe jkeo 
aircraft, | | advised that the U« fi* Air Forci 




^ ^Fj>|!^t__City, CaUfprni^ .JF .164:_ _ 


VkBh 


b'/C 


D*t* dict«4v«^ 


♦/8/72 


T .. ■ 

yoie' 


<1* recoasTwidPti»>o» r. >r c ofscluf to«f of the FIM. Ii i» 

iui'i '#• iM not to be oulaido ymv ^Fnoy. 


''^OEXED, 

SERlALIZti?^;..FI LEO... 
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C ISO which wms foiloviaa bis did » very quick check of the 
are* where the hoppers were hesrd* hut was unable to sake 
Mny risual contact* 

i; tsted the re^ail^ar of ths flight 
v'lnt Tory smoothly until they were apnroriaatelv fo^r to ten 
Miles South by Southeast frfiH Pi-ovo. Utah. | | 

advised that at this ti®«| aboard the ual hijackeu 

nlane advised he t hought h# Ifit & blMp^ indicating tO ]^ 7 q 

that possibly the hijacker had jusspod. 
stated that they ii^edlateXy by radio 
notified their radio operations of rh" knd maiatained 

contact with the UAL hijacked plans* |_ __| 

advised that from his position;* ho was unmble to have any 
visual contact with the i^ijackbr if he bad jicspod^ as all the 
lights in the rear part of the| hijacked aircraft had. been 
turaed off by the hijacker* I 

I I advised that it was his opinion 

that the hijacker had soae eKp^rienco In aTiatidu. Ms qualified 
this statensnt by saying that fch© hijacker was er:p^rienced 
certain ayaag Af h»y totally unexperleacod 

in other areas* I I advised that an 

of this was that the skyjacker was tracking the position of ^ 
the UAL hijacked plane by basing his calculations on the fact 
that he was having the iiigng» & speed of 

1§0 knots ground speed* ! U dvised that this ^ 

;s4ant that the hii«rVi»d uar niistay nad to maintain an air speed 

ol iiO knots.}_{stated that the critics! 

spaed for the UAL hijacked 7Z7\i^ 140 knots air speed* but 
the Captain advised that the hijacker was extremely lucky in 
that aost of the time on the flight they were being pushed 
along by a 50 knot tailwind, and it was for this reason that 
iche UAL 7Z7 was a h1« ta tba ieationa o& speed 

ithoat stallings I { advised that without the 

tailwind, it would have been i^ossible for the UAL plane 
to operate as the hijacker requested. 


{_ ladyised that it was also his opinion b7c b 

til* hijacker was soisewhat knowledgeable about parachutes* S 
he said he based this opinion bn the fact that the hijacker P 
requested sport chutes rather than any regular kind of parachute* 








b7C 
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_I stated tFiHt this iiiPortAwt ioiifiaucli 

41 sport chuto could h® st®sred tha iisdividual wtari^sg 
xt and vDul^ giva th^ a ftr©at deml of control gs 

ia landing aroa. a dyisod that at tha 

aititudo tha/ flying^ approximately 17,£00 fe^t, it was 

such a clear night f-auiif definition 

vith no lights at all. ] | explained this as 

Meaning that they could tell at the altitude ^eatiosed if they 
were flying over Mountains« level ground* seal-hilly ground, fetc- 


I ^ ^ . h dvised that at the location where 

the hijacker actually jumped fros the plsne, his ispaet area 
would ha aanroxi^ately half-way between two snail airports« 

I b dyjged he obtained this inforpation Croia b7c 

looking at his map in his aircraft* He stated that his sap 
indicated that there was a s^all airport approximately tm 
sixes north fross where the is^pact area would hsve b^es^ and %h&t 
there was another small airport annragiaa telv ten south 

of where the impact area would ,have been. F I 

further stated that another factor he considered was that 
wvipro.ra®ately four or five ailejs to the west of tha i^sspact 
there was a lake which could have been to some benefit 
^h« hijacker# | 

I I furlther stated that he considered 

it to bo of prl^e importance that the hijacker asked for a 
wrist altimeter rather than an ialtisater Mhich is attached b7c 
directly to the parachute. I l erglained this 

by saying that if your sltimstsr was attached to your parachute 
aijvd you were attempting to steer your parachute to i given 
location for impact, you would have a very difficult time 
observing it, wharya^ if it were on vour wrist, it would be 
qait© easy to see. [ stated that, also, 

it should ba sentioneci mat sost wrist aitiMotors, in fact 
99 per cent of all wrist altijaeltors, have luminous dials so 
that the hijacker would be able! to read his aXtiBOter in 
the Biddle of the night# | 

stalted that froa the actions of b 7 c 
the hijacaer ana rrom tne tn»e equipment and the general 
operations of the hijacker, he would not be surprised if the 
J;ij»ck#r h«d # priT«te or concircl#! Xic«n$e. H« >tsted th*t 






4 

SHF 164- 
IRl ;k«!i 


this Xic0i?se >fOuld probably be for piloting a oss engine 

i^^ircrsft or « SMil two aircraft. Ho 

ihia opiiaioa oa the fact t]u.t the hijacker* Hontioaed 
earlierf ha4 been able to chock his hv h^sfngr hi^ ■ b/c 

aavlg«tiea oa a spee4 of XiO air knots-1__J 

^4yi^ed that this is fairly close to the spoe4 of the sa^H 
ctntt angina or two ending airplanes that ho i^eatloaed earlier* 

I also advisad that it was his opinion that 
the hijacker had sosse esperieace with skydiving* Ho stated 
ho based this opinion on the type of equIpfioat that the skyjacker 
•Implicitly asked for* ! 

i ■ 

advised that if he thought of 

any further iaforsationp he wduld contact the FBI at once* b7c 
He advised that he could be reached either at the U. $* 

CoiSt Guard Air Station* or at his residence in Foster City * 
California* Ho advised his he&e phone nusher is I I 
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Transmit the following in 
TELETYPE 

Via _ 


FBI 

Date: m^fl2 

plaintext' 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

URGENT 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ^ L//Z<3y)S^ 5^91^ y^^CynJCfSCOJ Si^^7~r/LlZ. 


FROM: SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 




UNSUB, AKA 


UNITElj AIRLINES FLIGHT NO. EIGHT FIVE hi 


FIVE, DENVER, COLORADO, TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, APRIL SEVEN 
SEVENTY-fWJ, CAA DASH HIJACKING. 00:SU. 




11 . 4 . 9 


BASED ON INFORMATION FURNISHED BY AIRLINE AND FAA OFFICIALS 
REGARDING PROBABLE DROP SITE OF HIJACKER AT PROVO, UTAH, AIRPORT, 
SALT LAKE CITY COORDINATED MASSIVE AIR AND LAND SEARCH THROUGH^ 
NIGHT WITH ASSISTANCE OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT USING FLARES AND ROAD 
BLOCKS CHECKING ALL TRAFFIC DEPARTMING PROVO AREA. 

AT FIRST LIGHT OF DAWN SALT LAKE CITY INTENSIFIED AIR, LAND 
AND WATER SEARCH OVER LOGICAL AIRWAYS IN QUESTION THROUGHOUT VALLEY 
AND LAKE AREAS WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. EFFORTS INCLUDED ASSISTANCE 


OF STATE, FEDERAL AND LOCAL_OFFICL 


EFFORTS INCLUDED ASSISTANCE 


ADDITIONAL EFFORTS DIRECTED TO CHECKING HOSPITALS, TRANSPORTA¬ 
TION OUTLETS, APPROPRIATE NEIGHBORHOODS AND CAMPERS UTILIZING 



b7C 







FD-36-(Rev. 5-22-64) 


F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via_ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


SU 164-36 
PAGE TWO 

NIGHT IN FLARE LIGHTING EXERCISES. 

ASSOCIATE OF RICHARD F. MC COY, JR. ADVISED THAT MC COY FIT 
DESCRIPTION OF UNSUB ANDHIS WHEREABOUTS ON NIGHT OF HIJACKING 
WERE UNKNOWN. NOTED MC COY HAD DISCUSSED HIJACKING INCIDENTS WITH 
HIM ON PREVIOUS OCCASION. 

MC COY LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED AND DETERMINED TO FIT GENERAL 
DESCRIPTION AND IS QUALIFIED JUMPER, DEMOLITION EXPERT AND PILOT. 
MC COY DENIES IMPLICATION IN INCIDENT AND STATEs I I 


b7! 


ON DATE OF HIJACKING. MC COY*S 


KNOWLEDGE OR IMPLICATION BY HERSELF 
SITUATION AND INDICATEe I 


ALSO INTERVIEWED AND DENIED 
IN HIKJACKING 

NIGHT OF X hijacking. 


MC COY HAS SERIOUS LIMP AND CLAIMED PULLED LIGIMENT IN SKIING 
ACCIDENT TWO WEEKS PREVIOUS AND LEG PLACED IN CAST BY BRIGHAM YOUNG 
UNIVERSITY HEALTH AUTHORITY, PROVO, UTAH. LEG EXAMINED AND DETERMIN|:D 
TO BE BADLY SWOLLEN, HOWEVER, CAST HAD BEEN REMOVED. PERSONNEL AT 
ARMY OPERATIONS CENTER ADVISED MC COY HAD ACCIDENT AND HAD BEEN 
LIMPING FOR SOME TIME. MC COY FURNISHED LIMITED AMOUNT OF 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


,M 


Per 


U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1971-413-138 
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F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via_^_ 


(Type in plaintext or code) *%.'• 


(Priority) 


SU 164-36 

PAGE THREE 

% 

HANDWRITING WHICH IS BEING FURNISHED TO BUREAU AND CONSENTED TO 
SEARCH OF AUTOMOBILE AND CONSENTED TO BEING PHOTOGRAPHED WHICH 
PHOTOS FORWARDED TO LOS ANGELES FOR EXHIBITION TO AIRPLANE CREW, 
MC COY DECLINED ON SEARCH OF RESIDENCE AND ON SPECIFICS OF 
ACTIVITIES STATING IT WAS AN INVASION OF PRIVACY. CLAIMS TO BE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT STUDENT UNDER FORMER AGENT 
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY. 


INTERVIEWED AND COULD FURNISH 


b7C 


NO INFORMATION IMPLICATING MC COY. NO PRESS INFORMATION GIVEN 
CONCERNING MC COY BY BUREAU. 

RESULTS OF CRIME SCENE SEARCH ABOARD UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT 
EIGHT FIVE FIVE FURNISHED FBI LAB THIS DATE BY AIRLINE COURIER, 

COMMANDER UTAH AIR NATIONAL GUARD STATES NO AIRCRAFT UNDER 
HIS JURISDICTION IN THE MORONI AREA ON NIGHT OF APRIL SEVEN. 
HELICOPTER SPOTED IN THIS VICINITY DURING EVENING HOURS, HOWEVER, 

TO DATE CRAFT NOT LOCATED AND NO INFORMATION DEVELOPED TO DEFINITELY 
CONNECT THIS WITH HIJACKING. 

OFFICIALS UTAH AIR NATIONAL GUARD WHO ARE BOTH PILOTS AND 
JUMPERS OF OPINION JUMP DID NOT NECESSARILY OCCUR AT PRECISE TIME 


Approved; 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971-413-138 







FD-3&- (Rev. 


S-22-64 


) 




F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via_^^_ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




(Priority) 


SU 164-36 
PAGE FOUR 

BELIEVED By PILOT OF HIJfiCKED AIRCRAFT BUT COULD HAVE OCCURRED 
AT THAT OR SUBSEQUENT TIME PRIOR TQ SEARCH OF AIRCRAFT BY CREW 
WHILE AIRCRAFT IN THE AIR. 

AFTER LEAVING SALT LAKE OFFICE AFTER INTERVIEW, MC COY ^ 

^ ></ W £ /Jo 77/ 

TuE*INtSjSE INTEREST THIS CASE, NEWS MEDIA VARIOUS PARTS 
COUNT^PRESENT SINCE EARLY STAGES, HAVE HOUNDED OFFICERS AND FBI 




PERSONNEL ON SCENE. FBI P 

Uf^irEp 7~0 OjSUibu’S j * 

MATTER UNDER INVESTIGATION, SEARCH OF LOGICAL AREAS 
COi^OOcTEO ZEfJ 


WORKED OUT. HAVE NOT AMPLIFIED ON STATEMENT ALTHOUGH MANY 
REQUESTES TO DO SO. NUMEROUS STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS, FBI, WHICH ARE MOSTLY SPECULATION ON PART NEWS MEDIAE 
NONE MADE BY FBI PERSONNEL. SEVERAL BELIEVED COME FROM NEWS MEDIA 
MONITORING FAA AIR TRAFFIC SINCE THEY REPORTED ROUTE OF HIJACKED 

PLANE ON FAA AIRWAYS. F<^rHCoM,^<r 

BASED ON ANTICIPATED^^^^ gS i ffili l Mgq l TWO WEEKS, SALT LAKE 
REQUESTING ASSIGNMENT OF EIGHT AGENTS FROM OTHER OFFICES, DESIGNATED 
BY BUREAU BASED ON BUREAU*S KNOWLEDGE WORK LOAD. 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1971 —413 —I3B 






Transmit the following in 
Via _ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


SU 164-36 
PAGE FIVE 

LEAI^ BUJ^AU requested approve CODE WORff "SALJAK" FOR USE THIS 
CASE ./I ADVISE ALL OFFICES IF APPROVED. 

BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH ARTISTS CONCEPTION BEING 

PREPARED TO ALL OFFICES WITH LEADS TO SHOW TO PARACHUTE CLUBS, 

MILITARY AIR RESERVE UNITS AND NATIONAL GUARD UNITS. 

FBI LAB REQUESTED FURNISH PHOTOGRAPHIC COPIES 0F>^ EVIDENCE 

- i Bft i nn submitted to the BUREAU BY 

SPECIAL COURIER ON APRIL EIGHT INSTANT. 

LAS VEGAS, ADVISE NUMBER OF CHUTES RECOVERED AND 
IJP MOD^L OF SO 

nr mrsTjT nriVii<TTi nn TlTfeDIDT^rn^iTT^n of all chutes furnished 

^ C(L >op to pFrr/c^M /AJU> ^ 

UNSUB CAN BE ASCERTAINED/^ A TT EMgSMi^Q OBTAIN rOMPT.ETTJ^ET l^g^g^-g^ 
•Br?PW?-HMTT^ND - SET OUT APPROPRIATE LEADS TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR 

SAN FRANCISCO. OBTAIN RANSOM LIST OF KNOWN SERIAL NUMBERED 
BILLS GIVEN TO HIJACKER OF UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, 
APRIL SEVEN LAST AT SAN FRANCISCO, AND FURNISH BUREAU FOR 
DISTRIBUTION TO OTHER OFFICES. ASCERTAIN DEBOARDING PROCEDURES OF 

HIJACKED AIRCRAFT IN SAN FRANCISCO IN EFFORT TO FURTHER DEVELOP b7C 

Posjieu Ai Q/c 

:r | I rather than 


NOT THESE MIGHT BE TRACED TO if PARTICULAR 


INFORMATION CONCERNING^ HIJACKEl 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 -413-1 3S 
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Date: 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Vin 


(Type in plaintext or code) 
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! 

1 

-1 

kt,: . 


(Priority) 




SU 164-36 
PAGE SIX 


SEATTLE. REVIEW NORJAK FILE FOR SUSPECTS IT HAS UNDER 

■‘4: 

INVESTIGATION OR ELIMINATED FOR COMPARISON WITH DESCRIPTION ^ TH(Sr 


SALT LAKE CITY. AT OGDEN, UTAH. IDENTIFY 
TELEPHONE 


bVC 


WHO DEPARTED 


SALT LAKE APRIL SEVEN LAST ON UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT FOUR SIX 
ZERO TO DENVER. 

CONTACT HILL AFB, OGDEN, AIR RESCUE SQUAD TO DETERMINE IF 
THIS GROUP MAY HAVE HAD A HELICOPTER IN FOUNTAIN GREEN, UTAH, AREA 
ON APRIL THREE AND SEVEN. 

AT OGDEn/aND SALT LAKE. CHECK AGENCIES WHICH RENT HELICOPTERS 
FOR RENTAL OF AIRCRAFT ON APRIL THREE AND SEVEN. 

AT SALT LAKE CITY. VERIFY SKIING ACCIDENT OF SUSPECT MC COY 
AT BYU HEALlI^ CENTER, AND DETERMINE NATURE AND DEGREE OF INJURY. 


AT MANTI, UTAH. R^j^INTERVIEW SAN PETE COUNTY SHERIFF 






TO CLARIFY REPOOTED SITING OF SMALL HELICOPTER IN 


b7 


FOUNTAIN GREEN AREA ON APRIL THREE AND 5C SEVEN LAST. ASCERTAIN 


IDENTITIES OF PERSONS SITING HELICOPTER# AND INTCTTVICW -- 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OPFICEr 1971 -413 — 138 
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F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 'H.'- 


^ ’ (Priority) 

SU 16M-36 
PAGE SEVEN 



b7C 


REVIEW RECORDS Of TAPE OR RECORDED INFORMATION IF SUCH IS 
MAINTAINED BY FAA TRAFFIC ROUTE CONTROLLER FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF 
RADIOED TRANSMISSION ON HIJACKED AIRCRAFT SO DIRECTIONS AND TIMES 
PERTINENT TO THE HIJACKING CAN BE CHECKED TO FURTHER PINPOINT 
AREA SUBJECT niTf Wrinii TUTTrrr ^ 

CONTACT FAA AND REVIEW PILOT LICENSeS^J^ STATE OF UTAH 
NOTING SUBJECT APPEARS TO HAVE ^AD PILOT TRAINING. CONSIDER THIS 
INVESTIGATION FOR OTHER OFFICES AT LATER TIME. 

INTERVIEW MEMBERS OF ALTA JUMP CLUB FOR INFORMATION AS TO 
POSSIBLE SUSPECTS. 

COVER DISCREPANCIES IN SUSPECT MC COY’S STATEMENTS. SINCE 
MC COY BELIEVED NOT TO OWN HIS OWN CHUTE, ASCERTAIN IF UTAH 
NATIONAL GUARD OR OTHER INSTALLATIONS WHO SUPPLY CHUTES, HAVE A 
SHORTAGE. 

GET TOLL CALL RECORD OF MC COY’S TELEPHONE RE ANY CALLS MADE 
TO DENVER ON PERTINENT DATES. 


Approved; 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 -413-138 
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F B I 
Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via_:_:_ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


I 

L. 


LOS ANGELES. FORWARD PHOTOGRAPHS OF MC COY TO DENVER 

FOR DISPtAY TO TICKET SELLER. NOTED HIJACKER APPARENTLY BOUGHT 
TICKET IN DENVER THREE THIRTYONE SEVENTYTWO. 

•1.' 

END. P 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971-413-188 
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Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


Date: "^{8/72 

PLAINTEXT 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

URGENT 

(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FRoW: SACV SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 


UNSUB, AK; 


UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE 


DENVER, COLORADO TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, APRIL EIGHT SEVENTYTWO. 
CAA DASH HIJACKING. 


RE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO SALT LAKE CITY APRIL EIGHT 
INSTANT. 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, PROVO, UTAH, RE INTERVIEWED INSTANT 


DATE BY SAS 


MC COY HAS 


QUARTER INCH CIRCULAR SCAR LEFT CHEEK WHERE MOLE REMOVED, HIS 
HANDfDO NOT APPEAR TO BE THOSE OF MECHANIC. FINGERNAILS ARE 
SHORT AND CONTAINED QUANTITY OF DIRT BUT ARE NOT CHEWED. MC COY 
HAS NOTICABLE LISP OR SPEECH IMPEDIMENT AND ROLLS TONGUE WHILE 


FORMING SOME WORDS. 


TYPEWRITER SPECIMENS OBTAINED. 

MC COY RELAXED AND COOPERATIVE DURING INTERVIEW. 

^END. P /=}(POr770f^^ ^ 

CBE:cj . b7C \ 







NR05 SL PLAIN 

7I20P« NITEL A-8-72 NEH ■*'' 

TO DIRECTOR 

, salt lake city (164>S0> 

DENVER 

FROM ST;. LOUTS C164-M) SP 

%• 

UNSUB, AKAI_ UNITED AIRLINE FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE.b/c 

DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN, UST, CAA • HIJACKINQl OOl 
DENVER. 


RE BUREAU TEL CALL TO ST. LOUIS, APRIL EIGHT INSTANT AND 
SL AND SU TEL CALLS, AFIRIL EIGHT, INSTANT. 

REVIEW OF ARNY SERVICE RECORD OF RICHARD FLOYD NC COY, JR. 

SN ONE FOUR SEVEN NINE SIX SEVEN EIGHT NINE, SSAN TWO THREE SEVEN - 
SIX SIX - TWO SEVEN SEVEN NINE, ON FILE NPRC-H, ST, LOUIS, HO. 
REVEALS THE FOLLOWING! 

\ . 

ENLISTED AND SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY U.S. ARMY MARCH THIRTYONE 

SIXTYTWO UNTIL JAN. TWENTYTWO SIXTYFIVE WHEN HONORABLY RELEASED 


FROM ACTIVE DUTY AND TRANSFERRED AS SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS USAR, 



TO RETURN TO COLLEGE. WAS TO ATTEND BRI(31AN YOUNG UNIVERSITY. 


ND PAGE ONE 


APR 81972 'jsl 




PASE tlfO 



EELISTED JUNE OHE SIXTYFIVE IN UTAH NATIONAL GUARD AND 


'^iCONDITIONALLY RELEASED FROM USAR. UTAH NO ADVISED SEPT. TWENTYt 
r SIXTYFIVE MC COY DID NOT COMPLETE ENLISTMENT IN NO, HAD MOVED 
-FROM STATE AND NO ENLISTMENT CONSIDERED AS "NON-ENLISTMENT", 
REENLISTED.REGULAR ARMY JAN. TVENTYONE SIXTYSIX AND ENTERED 
vON ACTIVE DUTY SAME DATE AT RALEI®(, N»C* HONORABLY DISCHARGED 

pf: ' ^ ' 

FEB, THIRTEEN, SIXTYSEVEN AS SPECIALIST FIFTH CUSS AT FORT 
'■ RUCKER, AUBAMA TO ACCEPT WARRANT OFFICER COMMISSION, APPOINTED 
WARRANT OFFICER FEB, FOURTEEN, SIXTYSEVEN UNDER SN W THREE ONE 
FIVE FIVE THREE ONE SEVEN AND REMAINED OH ACTIVE DUTY, HONORABLY 
RELEASED FROM ACTIVE DUTY AS CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER MARCH ELEVEN 
, SEVENTY AND TRANSFERRED TO USAR CONTROL, ST, LOUIS, MO, 

TRANSFERRED JUNE TWELVE SEVENTY FROM ARMY RESERVE TO NQ OF CALIF, 


AS CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER, TRANSFERRED OCT. THIRTY SEVENTY 
TO UTAH NO AND ASSIGNED "HHC, ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH ENGS. GP 
(ARAV> UTAH", AS A ROTARY WINGED PILOT, LATEST CORRESPONDENCE 
IN FILE DATED FEB, ONE SEVENTYONE FROM NQ BUREAU WDC STATES 
MC, COY PLACED ON PERMANENT FLYING STATUS WITH UTAH NQ. 

END PAGE TWO 









page three 


MILITARY OCCUPATIONS! COMBAT ENGINEER (DEMOLITION SPECIALIST), 
ARMY AVIATOR, HELICOPTER PILOT, ROTARY WINGED PaOT, OBSERVATION, 

UTILITY, AND LIGHT CARGO. 

/ 

AWARDS! PARACHUTIST BADGE; COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE} 

S- . ! 

ARMED FORCER EXPEDITION MEDAL} PURPLE,HEART FOR SHRAPNEL WOUND 
ARM AND LEG} EXPERT BADGE (FORTYFIVE 8aLIBER PISTOL)} NATIONAL 
DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL} GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL} VIETNAM SERVICE 
MEDAL} VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL} ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL WITH "V 
DEVICE} AND DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS. 

CHARACTER AND EFFICIENCY RATINGS GOOD TO OUTSTANDING. 
DISCIPLINARY! NON-JUDICIAL PUNISHMENT JULY ONE SIXTYSIX 
FOR LOW ALTITUDE FLYING AND ALSO ATTEMPTING TO AVOID RECOGNITION 
AND EVASIVE MANEUVER AND WAS SENTENCED TO FORFEIT FIFTY DOLLARS 
PAY TWO MONTHS. NON-JUDICIAL PUNISHMENT SEPT. TEN, 

SIXTYNINE FOR ABSENCE WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION JULY NINETEEN, 
SIXTYNINE TO JULY TWENTYSIX, SIXTYNINE} SENTENCED TO FORFEIT 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS PAY FOR TWO MONTHS AND REPRIMANDED* 

MC COY HAD FOREIGN SERVICE IN GERMANY AND VIETNAM. 

END PAGE THREE 







PASE FOUR 

OCKRIBED IN NINETEEN SIXTYNINE AS WHITE HALE, BORtT'OEC. 

SEVEN FQRTYTVOt KINSTON, N.C., FIVE FEET NINE ONE HALF INCHES, 

ONE HUNDRED SiXTYEIQHT POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES, 

RESIDENCES! (FIFTYTWO TO FIFTYFOUR) GOVE CITY, N.C.l 
(FIFTYFOUR TO SIXTYONE) ROUTE FIVE, BOX TWO HUNDRED B FOUR, 
RALEIGH, N.C,; (SIXTYONE TO SIXTYTWO) SEVEN SIX FIVE N. FOURTH 
EAST PROVO, UTAH} (NARCH NINETEEN SEVENTY) ROUTE FIVE BOX THREE 
SEVEN EIGHT SHERRILL DRIVE, RALEIGH, N.C*| (OCTOBER. SEVENTY) THREE 
SIX ZERO S. TWO HUNDRED EAST, PROVO, UTAH. 


RELATIVES! HC COY INDICATED HE WAS SINGLE IN NINETEEN 
SIXTYFOUR AND IN NINETEEN SEVENTY CORRESPONDENCE THAtI 



EDUCATION! HIGH SCHOOL GARNER, N.C,{ MILBROOK, N.C.t 
AND RALEIGH, N.C. BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY, PROVO, UTAH, 
SIXTYONE TO SIXTYTWO AND SIXTYFOUR TO SIXTYFIVE. 


HC COY LISTED NUMEROUS CHARACTER AND CREDIT REFERENCES IN 
END PAGE FOUR 







I i '' :: . \ ^ 

MNETEEN SIXTYTVO STATEMENT OF PEftSOH«|||^isTORY, ALL RESIDING 
RALEXQ)4.N*C. /| 

EIGHT ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS FROM MC I^Y'S ARMY SERVICE 
REGORD CONTAINING HANDPRINTING AND/4 HANDWRITING BEING FOR- 
. lilARDED ,instant DATE VIA COURIER TO j4l LABORATORY FOR APPORPRIATE 
COMPARISON EXAMINATIONS. | 1 

ANY LEADS BEING LEFT TO DISCRETX’4 OF DENVER OR SALT LAKE 
CITY. 

RUC. 

UNO 
>7 I 

.SB FBI SU CLR 

' /■ ! 

I ' 

/ 





I 






'1 






1 ^.. , ■’'■>♦' 

• ' ' v ‘ '. ^ • \ . 

' ' * * 

W ma u PuiM 

fi»PH UROEm 4-8>72 JAA ‘ 

TO DIRECTOR 

SALT LAKE CITY ' 

PROM LOS ANGELES (IGA-NEV) SP 

URSUB, AKA,_ UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT b^c 

E16HT FI^ FIVE, DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN, 
LAST, CAA DASH HIJACKING. 

RE LOS ANGELES TELEPHONE CALL TO SALT LAKE 
APRIL EIGHT, INSTANT. 

LAYOUT OF PHOTOGRAPHS CONTAINING NC COY’S EXHIBITED 



WITHOUT POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF HIJACKER. WITNESSES 
OBSERVED HIJACKER WITH FALSE WIG AND MOUSTACHE, AND FIND 
PHOTOGRAPHIC IDENTIFICATION VERY DIFFICULT. IT APPEARS 
MC COY COULD BE POSSIBLE SUSPECT IF APPROPRIATELY DISGUISED. 

ARTIST CONCEPTION BEING PREPARED BY- BUREAU PERSONNEL. 

END PAGE ONE , Zj 






b7C 


U IM-NEV 
PASE TWO 


[ 


1 CONTACTED BY DID NOT OBSERVE SUBJECT. 


WITNESSESS INTERVIEWED STATE SUBJECT HAD BLUE EYES 
WITH SHORT FINGERS, DIRTY FINGERNAILS WHICH WERE BITTEN 
OOWHD VERY FAR, WEARING BAND>AID ON LEFT CHEEK. PRIOR 
TO JUMP SUBJECT WEARING DARK COLORED FLYING OR JUMP 
SUIT, LIKE COVERALL, DARK CRASH HELMET, MAYBE BLACK 
WITH SHALL LIGHT VERTICAL STRIP MIDDLE LOWER BACK EDGE. 

EFFORTS TO EXHIBIT MC COY’S PHOTOGRAPH TO FLIGHT 
I ~| WH0 DEPLANED AT SaN b7C 

FRANCISCO, AS WELL AS A LOS ANGELES BASED UNITED 
AIRLINES DEADHEADING CREW MEMBERS ON INSTANT FLIGHT, 


b7C 


[ WHO WAS BASED IN HONOLULU, WERE NEGATIVE 

HAD 


DOE TO UNAVAIUBILITY. 


LITTLE WPORTUNITY TO OBSERVE HIJACKER AND CONSIDERED 


POOR WITNESS. 

[ WILL BE EXHIBITED MC COY b7C 
PHOTOS AND ARTIST CONCEPTION UPON RETURN TO HIS HONE 
END PAGE TWO 





raOtOGRAPHS NC COY BEING FURNISHED SAN FRA ((CISCO 
BY COURIER THIS DATE FOR EXHIBIT To | | 

at SAN QUENTIN PRISON. 

LOS ANGELES CONTINUING EFFORTS TO EXHIBIT HC COY 
PHOTOS AND artist CONCEPTION TO ABOVE MENTIONED VITNESSESS. 
END 

\ 

LSB FBI SU CLR 


I 



H it S e rial Chor9« Out 

rO-5 {«*y. 6-17-70) 













A:51 AM 

URGENT A/S/12 FCO 



TO: 

DIRECTOR 




SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 


V 


LOS ANGELES 




SACRAMENTO 




DENVER (164-120) 




LAS VEGAS (164-72) 



FROM: 

SAN FRANCISCO (164-NEW) 

IP 



UNSUB; UAL FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, DELIVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL 
SEVEN, LAST, CAA - HIJACKING 00: SU. 


ON APRIL NINE INSTANT, A PHOTOGRAPH OF A RICHARD F. MC COY, 
JR., ALONG WITH SIX OTHER PHOTOGRAPHS WERE DISPLAYED TO SAN QUENTIN 

BY I 


PRISONER, 


] 


b7C 


AT WHICH Ti:iE 


CAPTIONED AIRCRAFT. 


IDENTIFIED y\C COY AS THE HIJACKER OF 

STATED THAT MC COY WAS DEFINITELY 


THE HIJACKER, HOWEVER, AT THE TIME THE HIJACKING TOOK PLACeQ 
STATED that ilCCOY WAS WEARING A WIG. 

ADIIINISTRATIVE: 

SF PRESENTLY DISPLAYING PHOTOGRAPH OF MC COY AND SIMILAR 
PHOTOGRAPHS TO CALIF., PENAL SYSTEM I ~ 


I IN ATTEMPT 


b7( 


TO VERIFY IDENTIFICATION OF HIJACKER. 

SF WILL KEEP BUREAU AND OTHER INTERESTED OFFICES ADVISED. 
UNSU3; CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

END 

FBI SALT LAKE CITY ARL 


/6/f- 3 6-^ 
AF'R 9197; 



TU CRR 







UIR M4 DM A AIR 

ll-ARPH RITEL 4»8»72 PJB 

^ JlR. . 

TOl DIRECTOR, FBI 

SALT LAKE CITY (1C4-36) 

FROHl iSAC, DENVER (164-120) 

UNSUB, AKa J I UNITED AIRLINE*FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, 

DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN LAST, CAA - HIJACKINQ| 

ool salt lake city. 


RE BUREAU TEL CALL APRIL EIGHT INSTANT. 



APRIL NINE SEVENTY TWO ON UAL FLIGHT EIGHT THREE ONE 
at EIGHT THIRTY FIVE AM ARRIVE SLC NINE FORTYONE AM TO WORK 


ON captioned hatter. 

THIS CONFIRMS INFORMATION ALREADY FURNISHED THE SLC DIVISION. 


LSB FBI SU CLR 


kmim: 


8197: 

fBI-SALT LAKE » 


..INDEXED, 

..FILED-^ 



^11 92 PH IfflaERT 4/8/72 BEM 
-TO* ‘OlHECTOR 


" SALT UKE cm <l«4-3«) 

^ ^ PROIft SAN PRAHCXSCO (1S4-NEV) 




\__ 

t «NSUB| AKaJ I UNITED AIRLItES PLlOiT ElfflfT FIVE FIVE, b7c 

‘DENVER TO LOS AHOELES APRIL SEVEN NINETEEN SEVENTY TWOf CAA - 
^ HIJACKINOi OOt SALT LAKE CITY. 



RE BU CALL TO SAN FRANCISCO AND SF TEL CALL TO SALT LAKE 
CITY APRIL EIOHT INSTANT. 

SAC, SAN FRANCISCO DESIGNATED SA*S | 

_TO DEPART SF FOR SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT IN‘SALT LAKE 

CITY DIVISION RE INSTANT CASE. AGENTS WILL DEPART SF INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT AT TEN TEN A.M., SUNDAY APRIL NINE NEXT VIA WESTERN AIRLINES 
RIGHT FOUR NIKE ZERO AND WILL ARRIVE SALT LAKE CITY ONE TWENTY 
P.ii. 


END 

FBI SALT LAKE CITY ARL 
\ lU CLR 



I iH-Zi- Sr8 


|£WCH£D_ 

SaWAUZEO. 


r l 

91972 

FBI~SALT UKE CJr 


INDEXED 

HLEO^fl 







Jf/9/72 

AIRTEL REG. AIR MAIL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTK: FBI Laboratory 

FROM; SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36)(P> 
or. TTMCtm aVa 

I \ 

UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT #855 
DENVER, COLORADO, TO 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
4/7/72 

CAA - HIJACKING 
<00: Salt Lake City) 

Re Salt Lake City airtel to Bureau, dated 4/8/72; and 
St. Louis nitcl to Bureau, dated 4/8/72. 

Enclosed for FBI Laboratory is saaplc of dictated 
printing obtained from suspect RICHARD F. McCGY, JR., 360 South 
200 East, Provo, Utah, bom 12/7/42 at Kinston, North Carolina, 
Social Security Number and Army Serial Number 237-66-2779, on 
4/8/72. 


McCOY refused tofurnish any additional samples, initial 
samples furnished and sig^^ictated sample obtained. McCOY 
demanded return of samples furnished, which was refused. 

FBI Laboratory is requested to compare enclosed hand 
printing with samples of hijacker’s hand printing previously 
furnished. 


3 - Bureau 

(1—Package copyXEnc. 1) 
Salt Lake City 

EAR:mhe 
(5) 















yilit 007 LA PUIN 

litas PM MITEL 4-8-72 PEN 

TO DIRECTOR ATTNi MOVEMENT UNIT 

salt lake city 

FROM LOS ANQELES (1C4-NEV) IP 


UNSUBt AKA.^_ 

DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, 


UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE 
APRIL SEVEN, LAST| CAA-HIJACKINQ. 


b7i 


RE BUTEL CALL TO LOS ANGELES APRIL EIGHT, INSTRUCTING 
TWO LOS ANGELES AGENTS TO REPORT TO SALT LAKE CITY FOR 
ASSISTANCE THIS INVESTIGATION. 

SA»sf 


AND 


WILL ARRIVE b7C 


SALT LAKE CITY TEN TWELVE A.H. APRIL NINE VIA WESTERN 
AIRLINES FLIGHT FIVE SIX ZERO. 

END. 

LSB FBI SU CLR 


f 6 <4- 3 6" ^ 








KR Z02 SF PLAIN 


7t29AH URQEMT »-9-72 RAS r 

lOl DIRECTOR 

salt LAKE CITY (1S4-SC) 

LOS ANQELES 
SACRAMENTO 
DENVER <164-120) 

LAS VEQAS (164-72) 

FROMt SAN FRANCISCO (164-NEW) 

) y ^ ■ 

N- 

UNSUBi UAL FLIGHT NUMBER EIGHT FIVE FIVE, DENVER TO LOS 
ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN LAST, CAA - HIJACKING. 

OOl SALT LAKE CITY 


Sacramento division advised this date that California penal 
system ! I wAS NO LONGER IN THE SACRAMENTO 

AREA AND HAD TRAVELED TO ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA. b7C 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION NOTIFIED AND PRESENTLY ATTEMPTING TO 
contact ] | T0 DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPH OF RICHARD F. MC COY, 

SUSPECT IN CAPTIONED HIJACKING FOR POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION 
PURPOSES. 


ADMINISTRATIVE! 

/ 

RE SF TEL TO BUREAU, SU, LA, SC, DW, AND LV, FOUR NINE INSTANT, 


CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, 
END 

ACJ FBI SALT ALAKE 
CLR 


6H- 3 3 o 


searched,. 

! SERIALIZED. 


91 ^ 

FBI-salt uke city 





F B I 

Date: 




/72 


Transmit the following in 

TELETYPE 


PLAINTEXT 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

IMMEDIATE 


(Priority) 


I 

L 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 



RICHARD FLOYD M 


HIJACKING. ^ 


OOi 



, JR.; CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFTf- 

0, (AS i'TH H V C ^ 1 


TITLE CHANGED TO REFLECT NAME OF SUBJECT. TITLE PREVIOUSLY 
CARRIED "UNSUB, AKA 


UNITED AIR LINES FLIGHT EIGHT b 


FIVE FIVE, DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN LAST”. 

RE SALT LAKE CITY TEL TO BUREAU, APRIL EIGHT LAST. 


BASED ON INFORMATION FURNISHED TELEPHONICALLY ByI 


b7C 


FBI LAB, IDENTIFYING HANDWRITING ON 


NOTE GIVEN STEWARDESS BY SUBJECT WITH HANDWRITING ON SUBJECT’S 
MILITARY RECORD, AND ON OTHER INVESTIGATION, USA C. NELSON DAY, 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, AUTHORIZED PROSECUTION OF MC COY^/^/r/4. 

MC COY BEING CHARGED WITH VIOLATION SECTION ONE FOUR SEVEN TWO 
PAREN EYE PAREN PAREN ONE PAREN, TITLE FOUR NINE, USC, AIRCRAF 


WJG:lbp 

(Di^" 


[ i >4- 3 6' 3( 




Approved: 



Sent 



Special Agent in Cheng 







f»'D-36 {Rev..5-22-64) 


F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the foiiowing in 
Via-)s__^- 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




(P riority) 


I 

L. 



SU 164-36 
PAGE TWO 


PIRACY, AND SECTION ONE FOUR SEVEN,TWO PAREN J PAREN, TITLE FOUR 

NINE, use, INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT ATTENDANT. 0^/9 

/Jo /SOA/P^___----- 

BY OA 


b7C 


MC COY ARRESTED AT RESIDENCE, THREE SIX ZERD SOUTH TWO ZERO 

7^(^T/ 

ZERO EAST, PROVO, UTAH, "/UliT BY BUREAU AGENTS, 

INCIDENT, AND APPEARED FORE MAGISTRATE FERRO 

WARRANTS FOR RESIDENCE AND TWO CARS-a»Ei*S OBTAINED. HOUSE AND 


Iw/EaJ 


CARS SECURED BY BUREAU PERSONNEL PENDING EXECUTION OF SEARCH 
WARRANTS. BUREAU APPROVED PRESS RELEASEMADE WITHOUT 
AMPLIFICATION. PRESS RELEASE GIVEN SAN FRANCISCO AND DENVER WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS TO RELEASE WHEN NOTIFIED. 

HFART?ifl. 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M Per 






(Rev. 5-22-645 



F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via_i.-.,_ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 




SU 164-36 
PAGE THREE 


" FOLLQWING ARE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INCENTIVE AWARDS: 

ONE. ASAC VICTOR R. SCHAEFER WHO HANDLED IN-OFFICE 

■S.' 

RESPONSIBILITIES WHILE SAC ON SCENE AND THEREAFTER ARREST OF 
SUBJECT WHEN SAC HANDLING SUPERVISION FROM OFFICE; TWO, SA 



1 AGENT TO WHOM CASE IS 



IwHO HANDLED ^INTERVIEW WITh[ 



f /V 


WHO WAS 


ORIGINAL SOURCE SUSPICIOUS OF MC CO Y. THIS I NTERVIEW WAS CRITICAL 

AND REQUIRED CONSIDERABLE TIME SINCI_ HAD MISGIVINGS ABOUT 

FURNISHING FULL INFORMATION. S ^ H aLSO CONDUCTED FOLLOWUP 


INVESTIGATION FROM 


INTERVIEW. FOUR, Sa[ 


FBR CRIME SCENE SEARCH OF AIRCRAFT AND 


-- OF LEADS 


DURING FAST MOVING INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD. 

THE FOLLOWING AGENTS ARE TWO OF SIX AGENTS WHO PARTICIPATED 
IN SURVEILLANCE OF SUBJECT’S HOME AND ARREST OF SUBJECT AT FIVE 
THIRTYSEVEN A.M., APRIL NINE INSTANT: ONE, Sa| 


JVAJXCr TV 

AND WHO, ALONGA/ITO 


r^/( 





EXPOSED TO 





LED RAID ON FRONT DOOR OF HOME AND WERE MOST 
‘ IT SHOULD BE NOTED SUBJECT IS DEMOLITION 




b7C 

b7D 


b7 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 







FD-36 (Rev..5-22-64') 


F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via _- 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




(Priority) 



SU 164-36 
PAGE FOUR 


EXPERT ANDJ^ KNOWN TO HAVE NUMEROUS WEAPONS IN HIS HOME. 


b7C 


THE FOLLOWING AGENTS WERE AMONG A GROUP OF TEN AGENTS WHO 
EXECUTED SEARCH WARRANTS ON HOUSE AND TWO CARS, RESULTING IN 
RECOVERY OF FOUR HUNDRED NINETYNINE THOUSAND, NINE HUNDRED AND 
SEVENTY DOLLARS, PARACHUTE JUMP HELMET, GUN, WRIST ALTIMETERS AND 
NUMEROUS OTHER ITEMS OF EVIDENTIARY INTEREST: 


ONE, SA 



ifttiin i^j 



LOCATE^TYPEWRITERS AND PARACHUTE JUMP HELMET. 

TWO. , 

SP 


WHO FOUND RANSOM MONEY, PISTOL AND 


AMMUNITION, HAND GRENADE AND NOTES BY SUBJECT, APPARENTLY USED 


DURING HIJACKING, THREE, SA 


b' 




WHO INTERVIEWED 


SUBJECT MC COY, WHICH 


ELICITED STATEMENTS THAT MC COY TOLD HER ABOUT HIS PLAN TO HIJACK 
PLANE, HIS PREPARATIONS AND HIS ADMISSION TO HER AFTER THE 
HIJACKING THAT HE HAD COMMITTED IT. HE THREATENED T O KILL HE R 
IF SHE SAID ANYTHING AND TO PAY HER FOR HER SILENCE. WILLING 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 







FD-36 {Rev.^5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 
Via-- 







F B 1 




Date: ^ 




(Type in plaintext or code) 


-1 


(Priority) 


SU 164-36 
PAGE FIVE 


b' 


TO TESTIFY. FOUR, SAI 


WITH SPI 


Iabove , 


HANDLED INTERVIEW WITH 
TO MC COY. FIVE, SA 


WHICH Resulted in damaging information 

WHO FOUND STRIPED SUITCOAT 


believed worn by SUBJECT DURING HIJACKING, GLOVES AND FACE MASK, 
BLACK GLOVES BELIEVED WORN IN HIJACKING, SILVER WRISTWATCH OF 
TYPE DESCRIBED BY STEWARDESS, AND BLACK PARACHUTE SUIT. 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS OF COMMENDATIONS ARE RECOMMENDED FOR SA 

I FOR THEIR PARTICIPATIONS 


b7C 


IN THE SURVEILLANCE OF SUBJECT’S HOME AND ARREST OF MC COY; AND 
SaI I WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE SEARCH OF THE 


RESIDENCE AND LOCATED BLACK PARACHUTE HELMET AND NAVIGATIONAL 
CHART SHOWING AREA OVER WHICH HIJACKING TOOK PLACE. 

FOLLOWING SAN FRANCISCO AGENTS ACCOMPANIED CHASE PLANES FROM 
SAN FRANCISCO TO SALT LAKE CITY AND THEREAFTER PARTICIPATED IN 
SEARCH OF AIRCRAFT AND GROUND SEARCH AND CONDUCTED INTERVIEWS 
AND ARE RECOMMENDED FOR INDIVIDUAL LETTERS OF COMMENDATION: 


b' 


AND 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent_M Per 


I 







FD-36 (F{evt^5-22“64) 


F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via_k--.___ 


SU 164-36 
PAGE SIX 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




(Priority) 


RECOMMEND A GENERAL OVERALL LETTER OF COMMENDATION TO THE 
SAC FOR REMAINDER OF AGENTS, SALT 1*AKE CITY DIVISION, WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN GROUND AND AIR SEARCH, INTERVIEWS, AND SURVEILLANCE^ 
FOR OVER TWO DAYS WITH MINIMUM OF FOOD AND SLEEP. 


END 


P 


lie (^ C'/£ S 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 







mm 


itiPiriESMYE’ 




IREeTOR.-BBI 


LAKE 'CIT,Y (164-S,syj>fSP) 


CRIME ABOARO-AIRCRfiFT 


CHAN8ED.. RICHARD FLOY 


ITH KLI'SHT CTJEh flEspER 


HI 4 ACKI 


salt LAKE CITY 


LECT HAME'oF subject. ■'tlTLE PREvrOUSl^Y 

^- -1 ' ^ ■ -t 

UMLTE 5 AIHU'KES FLI'GHT EIGHT': 


CAHJ^IED "UNSU 


?niL 


AU, APHIL EIGHT LAST. 

D Ti7t 7.P-.:mMTrA^ 1 Y.\rJ ~ 

A ^ I l'k i 1Y I i'i'.G H A- t'tf D ’tfR I TIM 0 


military 


AIHCPA 












3U IS4--3S 's.' 

pAGE 


PIRACY, AMD ‘SECTIOfJ Ot'jE FOUR SZVEM TWO PARZN J PaHE^v, TITIE ^FIC^UR; 
mn£, use, IRIERFEREUGE WITH FLI GET . ATTEUDAUT. . USA , RECODKIEUDED ■ 

NO BOND* •■ ' . ' -. ■ ■ ■ ‘ ' ' 

MC GOY ARRESTED AT' RESIDENCE', THREE SIX. ZERO. SOUTH TWO ZERO 
ZERO EAST, PROVO, UTAH- , FIVE THIRTY SEVEN A"1 BY BUREAU AGENTS, WIT 
^INCIDENT, AMD APPEARED BEFORE [MAGISTRATE FERRO AT MINE AM-. 
teEN COWPLAIMT FORIviaLEY FILED. SEARCH UAHHAMTS FOR 'RESIDENT AMD ■ 

TWO cars OBTAINED. HOUSE AND CA.RS ‘ SECURED BY : BUREAU ?£RSQimpl / 
PSRDlNd EXECUTIOH .OF ESA;^CH '.JAR.^AiiTS. SUTiFAU APPROVED PRESS p/lEAS 
flADS V-JITHOUT AMPLIFICATION. PRESSVhELEASI GI VE.t: SAN FHANCISCO AND' 


DENVER WITH- IMSTRUCTIONS TO RELEASE ■'HEN NOTIFIED. 

END Page .two 










SU.;J 64-3 6 ' 
fe'l THHSE 


FOLLOWIvfc A:^E He:C0virip,DATl0;:^5 I^CiKXIVE. ,' ; 

ASAC VICIOil.Rw SCHAEFER EHO HAwDVED I E-^FF ICE 
RESpOH^jEILltlES WHILE SAC OH SCREE ARC THEREAFTER ARREST G 


c'fcj‘f irrr 

S> ^ 


HER 'SAG HAi'IDLfNG SUPERVISIOR. FROH CFFicE.?' twb, si" 


[ETE'RVI 


!C^ COT 


ALSO C 


AP PHASES OF- CAS-., THREE 
WHO HAHBLSD' INTERyiEW WITH 
ORIGINAL SOURCE.SUSPICIOUS 
AI^D/REOUIREO XOHSlbERAOLE 
FURHISHIMG FULL*IHFORMATIO 
IHVEdTIGaTIO^ froe 


FOR' CRIME SCENE 5EAHC 


BURTMG FAST nOVXHG IMVSSTI 
^ THE'FaLLO';:aUG AGENTS 


IF SURVEILLANCE OF^.SU3JECT 
THIrAsEVEU AM, APRIL HIRE 


ihatiou of leads 


T PRELIUIHARY TO ARREST . AFD-WHO,- 


RAID OH 'FROHT DO 


!0 PARTICIPATED 


UP ARREST OF , SUEJECi. Ai .-IVL 


o 














♦ 






■v': 


su 'hSA-:5^: 

-PA3Z fg:,]^ 


’%,*• 


r 






^DraOLlflON EXPERT AMD KDOWD TO HA,H' XUMFRQuS UEAPOi^S. IF ;HI3: HQXE • 
’' ■ :THE FOLLOAIMC ADFFTS WERF .AMOMG- A'’GROUP OF TFM AOEniS; WHO 
EXE^^iiTlAi) SSA^:H WAFRAHTS OF H.OUSX API) TWO CARD, RESULTING IIP., 




RFcOWFPY OF FOUR HliFDHED HIMSTYHIFE 1^''Gj3AFD, HIH'F HUHDRaD Ai^E.. 

. ' . ■ . ' ; '■ ' ' 

alti^ietfhs'ahd 




■ !• ■•■ ■■'. T ■> ^ AT' f "7n T r* 'V!T ncT rr • / T ^ T T A V T a'T 7 17 Q 7 • 

iiU ; J J 1 n.^.A i i iu.:- , J«', c. vi;./-.-.u ‘, i.TiV» i -■■ A - ♦ 


^ U 9 


IF OVERALL 


HO LOCATSD TYPFwFITFHS and PARACHUTE'JUilP helmet* ■ ■. . . 

WHO FOUDD RAHCOM : MOHTJy,' PiSTOL'^ARlD 


V..' u 


ArmUivITIO^, KAfD CfitwiDE AKD MOTES 3 Y SUBJECT, APPASEHTLY USE 
DURIKO HIJACKIMO. THREE , GA 


UHO IHT-ERV lE'WED 

' I 


hi C 


F SUEJECT 

MC COY, 

WHICH 

HER ABOUT 

. HIS' PLA> 

^ TO H 

3 IQJ -TO H 

ER AFTER 

THE ' ' 


:.' .■'■■■ ^ 

F ./!'■■■ 

■ Of 

■::•/ ;FwAg||ij||s 

'A'" 

,'... . ... ‘: - V- 

■ P";W;i» 

■ ■ . ' ■ ■ ■ ■ '■: jf- 


ELICITED STATEHEHTS THAT HC COY TC 
PLANEj hid preparations' -AND HIG AI 
HIJACKING that HE HAD COMMITTED IT.. -HE . THREATENED; to K.ILL HER 
,IF .Snf said AJYTHIPG and TO PAY. HER FOR HER SILENCE., 

END PAGE FOUR 




./ 


WILLING 


■ "'A' 
A: 


A.'.;, 0 v-A'-AH':^^ 


IW-wY3p';.H -A'; 


■;" -: E-’ o;.' vUBAFASiiiS ’ 

. , V. .0. : V ;m 0vMsy|as |iy 











■jPfiSE i* IM. 
SU: 1S4-5'S 


'ro TESTIFY.' .FOUR, 3 a| 

•■ )» . *■ 

HANOLES- I jTERVIE'^ -ITK 


TO IC COY. FIVE, S;: 


uiTii s; 


VHICH. HE3ULTHD IH'DAMAGWG rNFORMATlOK 

~ __ S' 

I "*10 FQUrJD STiIIPE!> SUITCOAT 


3ELSIVED WORK 3Y SUBJECT DURICG HIJfiCKIEC, CLOVES AGO FACE MASK, - 
BLACK CLOVED SEL-IVE!) WORK IJACK! .'JC,' SILVER ; WHISTVATCH OF'TYPE 
, DESCRTBED SY STE'.'ARDESS, Aiii BLACK ?ARACHIJTE BUIT.- : • 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS OF COMMEMDAiTIOKS ARE j-iEGOMMEtfD::.D I'OR SA ^ 

I' ' -| F0" THSIH PARTIGIRATIOBd b7c 

;■ IH THE SURVEILLANCE OF SUBJECT’S HOME AJD ARREST OF TIC COY ? ,ABD 
^ ^ ^ P/iaTICIPATED IN TKE: SEAROH'''OF';TH^ 


RES-IDEKCl add located black parachute HEL11ET and s'iAVA'GAtlbi'iAL 
CHART SHOV/IRG AREA OVER WHICH HIJACKINC. TOOK: PLACE, y 

FGLLOWIDG SAN FRANCISCO A3ENTE ACCORPaWIEu CKASS PLAifES FRO,?; 
BAH FR^HCISGO TO SALT-LAKE CITY AI'') THEREAFTER pftRTICdPATiD Ill 
SEASCK of: AIRCRAFT AND GROUSD SEARCK AND COHOUCTED I-HTSRVIEWS 


■AND are RSCOMilE'HDED FOR INDIVIDUAL BETTERS OF C0P13EHLfATI0H 





















Xl^flEDIAtE 


4/S/7E ■ - ..ACJ 


[,I'0 ^'DIEECTOR-, FBI- 

::feoM salt LAKE 'cITY (1S4»3S) ■ ■ (4) 


4 ' . GHa::3ED. RICHARD FLOYD;.. ^CQY, .JR.-s crifs aboard axrcraft,- 
'^aA,O^IDG.- A>jD - ILTERFERElN^FITH FLIGHT■ tREE .. \ \ A 

iEMBliRiVOOtSb^. • ; : - f : , 

/ •■./ TITLE CHAf^GSD TO riEFLTCT OFx SUBJECT, TITLE PREVIOUSLY 


CARKIED ’FJMS'JS, • AK: 



UFITED AIR LlUhS FLIGHT EIGHT b7( 


FIVE five, DENVER .TO ’LOS'AMGELE3, APRIL .SEVER LAST”. • : " ■/ 

RE SALT LAKE CITY TEL TO BUREAU, APRIL EIGHT LAST. / /; 

■ : 3ASE0 ON nJFOR^ATlOH FURNISHED TELEPHONICAULY' SY I h 

] FBI LA3, IDENTIFYING HANDURITINQ ON 
SQTE: GIVEN STEWARDESS DY SUB-JECT WITH KANDWRITTN3 OK SliSjECT’S : 
MTtTT ary RECORD,- AKD OS OTHER IKVESTIGATIOK,' USA G., SIELSOR .DAY,, 
SALT LAKE, CITY, UTAH, TODAY AI^TKOHIZED PROSECUTION OF , tlC COY. . 

?1C COY 3EING CHARGED vaTH VIOLATIOS SEC.TIOfJ OSE FOUR SEVEN TWO 
PAREM EYE PARED PARES ONE PARES, TITLE FOUR SINE, USC, AIRCRA|>T ■ 
EMD Page one 


3 { 


mMi'n ........isp:-... 

IHMXEO 











164-36 


mz TUO 


PIRACY’,' AND SETCTIDN ONE EOJR SEV^IJ TE'O PAREW J PAREN, TitLE FOUR 


NI'hTE, use, INTERFERENCE "FITH FLIGHT ATTENDANT. 

■■ 'V. ; ■ "' ~_' ■ 


CjQTIPLAINT ’NILE 3E FILED BY SaI _plARLY b7C 

DIORNIflG TODAY, 3EF0RE''U. S. DAGISTRA|E A. M. FERRO, SALT LAKE 
CITY.i USA RECOBDEDDED HO BAIL.- ' . . . 

re COY )'.RRESTED AT RESIDENCE, THREE SIX ZERO SOUTH'T'-jO ZERO 
ZERO EAST,.'PROVO, UTAH, EARLY TODAY 3Y OuREAU AGENTS, WITHOUT 
THCIDlHT, and ’/ill appear before' riA si STRATE FERRO TODAY. SEARCH 
WARRANTS FOR RESI DEUCE -AND TWOeARS 3EIUG ' 03TAI NED . KORjSE .AND . 
CARS SECURED 3Y BUREAU PERSOHHEL PENDING EXECUTION OF.STARCH-, , 
WARRANTS. BUREAU APPROVED PRESS. RTLEASE TO BE XADE ’-’ITHOUT 
AMPLIFICATION. PRESS RELEASE 31VEH SAG FRANCISCO^AND . DENVER WITH 
IHSTRUCTIOHS TO RELEASE WHEN NOTIFIED.; 

■ BUREAU WILL 3E. FURUI SHED RESULTS OF TODAY * S ' HEAR IN 3. ' 

END PAGE TWO ■ 






m-i 




'm 



















AWA?5DS AR3 A'rC0‘1’1E!vDED F-On ASA€ VICTOR ^. FCHAFFS^ WHO HAWOLED 


;:g;V:p-OFFICE FESPOi'JSI 3ILITIES WHILE SAC ON SCEFE ANDA TEH ARREST OF 

V. ’ . , ' ' 

^"subject when sac handling'S ljFHRVISION'FHOfL office I FOR Sa I 




jSI Imho was coorD'Ikator of L2Ao .covsaAGS amd crifis scene ^70 

|/sl-^-r ■ , , W 

11;'"'SEARCH OF THE AIRCRAFT; FOR '$7-1 ~ItO WHO'I CASE : ‘ . 


IS ASSIGNED; AHO FOR 3A|__| MKO HARQL'EO TWO'PERTIKEi'JT 

‘ s' .‘I - ' , ' ' ' -R . 

INTEHVTE'^’S a'Sd SU3SE0UEMT FOLLOFU? WHICH RESULTED IN IDSNT1F.ICATI0N 


;0F SUBJECT. 


LESSER AWARDS RECOW^IFNDED FOR 


WHO FLAIHTAIMED, SURVEILLANCE OF.SUBJECT AMD P ARTIC IP ATED. 




OM ■ ARREST. 


■SPECIFIC lUDIVTDUAL LETTERS OF CO^^MENDATION ARE RECOMFJENDFD: 




’OR FOLLOWING AGENTS WHO PARTICIPATED FULLY IF SEARCHES, 




fTmterviews, surveillances, and investigative activities for 

SEVER'AL pays' :'UTH a I'lINJHAL OF REST, FOpD AMD SLEEP; _ 




END page three 
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NR004 WA PLAIN 
220PM URGENT 04-09-72 TMT 
TO SALT LAKE CITY 
LOS ANGELES 
DENVER. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
LAS VEGAS 
SAC00MENTO 

FROM DIRECTOR 3P - 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.I CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKING! 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS, OOl SU. 

SUBJECT TAKEN INTO CUSTODY EARLY TODAY BY AGENTS, SALT LAKE 
CITY OFFICE, AFTER BEING CHARGED IN AUTHORIZED COtffLAINT FILED 
BEFORE U.S. magistrate, SALT LAKE CITY, WITH AIRCRAFT PIRACY 
AND INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW. SUBJECT MADE NO ADMISSIONS. 
laboratory identified MC COY'S handwriting ON NOTE UTILIZED BY 
HIJACKER TO INSTRUCT FLIGHT CREW. WITNESS ON HIJACKED AIRCRAFT 

HAS IDENTIFIED SUBJECT'S PHOTOGRAPHS. 

all OFFICES SHOULD CONTINUE LOGICAL INVESTIGATION INCLUDING 
that set forth in salt LAKE CITY TELETYPE APRIL EIGHT LAST <?Z 

DEVELOP ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE LINKING MC COY TO OFFENSE. INTE NSIFY 
EFFORTS TO DETERMINE IF HE HAD ASSOCIATES. SALT LAKE CITY -II 

IMMEDIATELY FURNISH PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT TO INTERESTED OFF tCES/ 

END PAGE ONE 1 - ; - ' W 






• 4 

PAGE TWO __ . _ 

OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT’S _AND 

CONSIDER FORWARDING SAME TO OTHER OFFICES IN EVENTMNVESTIGATION 
NECESSABY RE EITHER. INTENSIFY INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF 
I I PICKED UP SUBJECT AFTER DROP AND SET FORTH-NECESSARY 
LEADS TO DEVELOP FULL BACKGROUND DATA ON BOTH SUBJECT F I 

IDENTIFY CLOSE ASSOCIATES OF SUBJECT, PARTICULARLY THOSE WHO 
are parachutists and CONSIDER AS POSSIBLE ACCOMPLICES, IDENTIFY 
BYU STUDENT AT ALPINE, UTAH, FRIEND OF, SUBJECT WHO REPORTEDLY 
HAD PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF HIJACKING. 

- LAS VEGAS AND SALT LAKE CITY CONTINUE TERRAIN SEARCHES IN 
AN EFFORT TO LOCATE ALL PARACHUTES, ELECTRONIC HOMING DEVICES 
AND LARGE CANVAS BAG APPARENTLY JETTISONED FROM HIJACKED CRAFT BY 
MC COY PRIOR TO HIS JUMP, SALT LAKE CITY CONTINUE EFFORTS TO 
IDENTIFY HELICOPTER REPORTEDLY SEEN IN JUMP AREA. COPIED 
SERIAL NUMBERS FOR TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS IN RANSOM MONEY 

I DID NOT SHOW SERIES YEAR. BUREAU CURRENTLY RE-EVALUATING 

I PRACTICALITY OF SEQUENCING AND PUBLISHING SAME, 

i . ■ 

SAN FRANCISCO DETERMINE FROM WELLS FARGO AND UAL OTHER 
POSSIBLE MEANS OF IDENTIFYING RANSOM MONEY SUCH AS WRAPERS, 
^NDINQS, ETC, 

END PAGE TWO ' 






PAGE THREE 

salt lake city intensify EFFORTS TO DETERMINE IF AREA 
national guard units have parachute or equipment SHORTAGE* 
CONSIDER EXTENDING SEARCH TO OTHER NATIONAL GUARD UNITS IF 
SUBJECT HAD POSSIBLE CONTACTS OUTSIDE PROVO - SALT LAKE CITY 
AREA. 

E^EDITE TELEPHONE TOLL CALL CHECKS ON SUBJECT AND 
LOGICAL ASSOCIATES. 

ALL OFFICES BE ALERT TO POSSIBLE'. VIOLATIONS OF INTERCEPTION 
OF communications statute by press or others in CONNECTION WITH 
THIS INVESTIGATION. FCC HAS RECENTLY INDICATED UNAUTHORIZED 
DISCLOSURES BY PRESS OF RADIO COMMUNICATIONS COULD POSSIBLY 
BE IN VIOLATION OF SECTION SIX ZERO FIVE, TITLE FORTY-SEVEN, 

U.S. CODE. ADVISE BY TELETYPE UNDER APPROPRIATE CAPTION OF 
ANY SUCH INCIDENTS AND HOLD INVESTIGATION IN ABEYANCE PENDING 
INSTRUCTIONS, 

ALl PHASES OF THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD CONTINUE Td 
RECEIVE PRIORITY INVESTIGATION# ALL LEADS SHOULD BE HANDLED 
TELEPHONICALLY AND CONFIRMED BY TELETYPE# KEEP BUREAU ADVISED 
OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS# 

END 

GO TO TALK 



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 


F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via TELETYPE _ 


PLAINTEXT 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

URGENT 




(Priority) 


TO SAC, DENVER 

SAC, LOS ANGELES 

FROM SAC, SALT LARE CITY (164-36) (2) 

CHANGED INTEROFFICE: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.; CRIME 
ABOARD AIRCRAFT-HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW 
MEMBERS. 00:SU. 

TITLE CHANGED TO REFLECT NAME OF SUBJECT. TITLE 

UNITED AIRLINES b 


PREVIOUSLY CARRIED ”UNSUB, AKA^ 


FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, DENVER TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL SEVEN 
LAST”. 

RE DENVER TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR APRIL EIGHT, SEBOanOTO, 

AND LA TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR APRIL EIGHT, SEVENTWO, 

SINCE LAS HAS NO FURTHER NEED OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT, 

LA IS REQUESTED TO SEND THEIR COPIES OF PHOTOGRAPHS TO 

I i6-33 

DENVER, AND DENVER WILL EXHIBIT PHOTOS TO TICKET AGENTS, 

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES,BAGGAGE PERSONNEL 

CONTROL PERSONNEL AND ANY OTHER LOGICAL WITNESSES AX/uklTED' 

. 

AIR LINES FOR POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES. If IS NOTED 


END PAGE ONE 


JKB:acj 

( 1 ) 

Approved: _ 



- 

f ^ / 


/ 



U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1971-413-136 


Special Agent in Charge 







F B I 


FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 


Date: 


(Type in plaintext or code) **.' 


(Priority) 


SU 164-36 

pa'ge two 


SUBJECT PURCHASED TICKET BETWEEN ONE THIRTY PM AND TWO 
PM APRIL SEVEN LAST. 

END. 


Approved: 


_M Per- 

U, 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971-413 


Special Agent in Charge 






Date: 4/9/72 ] 

V J 

Transmit the following in-PjiAINTEXT---{ 

(Type in plaintext or code) **».'■ ' 

TELETYPE URGENT- _[ 

** ' (priority) j 

_;_1_J- 

TO DIRECTOR- , FBI 

FROM SALT LAKE CITY, (164-36) (1) 

* \ 

s 

N- 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.; CRIM| ABOARD AIRCRAFT-HIJACKING; 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. 00:SU. 

APPROVED NEWS RELEASE MADE LOCALLY BEGINING SEVEN THIRTY- 
FIVE AMIj jAPRIL NINE, INSTANT WITHOUT AMPLIFICATION. 

SUBJECT’S APPEARANCE U. S. MAGISTRATE, /Jl. M. FERROt, .HELD 
NINE AM TODAY, MC COY BOUND WITHOUT BAIL. HEARING SET FOR 
APRIL NINETEEN, SEVENTYTWO, AND HEARING HEAVILY COVERED BY 
NEWS MEDIA PERSONNEL WHO REVIEWED COMPLAINT PREPARED BY 
U. S. ATTORNEY FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS OF CASE. SEARCH WARRANTS 
FOR SUBJECTS RESIDENCE AND TWO CARS ISSUED BY U. S. MAGISTRATE 
AND BEING EXECUTED THIS AFTERNOON. 








FD 31^7 (RF V , 11 ■2 7-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote ol transcription 


4/8/72 


The following described items’'Were discovered on 
United Airlines plane number 7426 and were initialed and 
collected for evidence: 

1. Seat 19D: An open pack of Kool cigarettes, 
cigarette butts from ashtray, and one business 
card; 

2. Seat 19F: Cigarette butts fromashtray; 

3. Seats 20D E and F: All items in the pockets 
of these seats, to wit. United Airlines 
Mainliner Magazines, airplane emergency cards, 
and white air sickness bags. Also, cigarette 
butts from ashtrays. 


Interviewed on_ 


4/8/72 


b7 




Salt Lake City, Utah ,,, 1 . SU 164-36 — 

H / cj _ _Dale dictale<l__ 


4/8/72 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions o) the FB 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


It is the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency; 




FD.30? (REV, I 1-27-701 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of tronscription 


4/8/72 


The below listed items were found in the interior 
of United Airlines plane number 7426. These items were 
marked, tagged and initialed for submission as physical 
evidence: 

1. One seat headcover found in the toilet bowl 
of the port recir restroom, 

2. Several pieces of a torn note found in the 
rear pocket of seat 20A. 


Interviewed on. 


4/8/72 




by. 


SPi 




Salt Lake City, Utah p,, ^ SU 164-36 

_ _Dote dictated _ 4/8/72_ 


This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the RBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency; 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 




' m MS sr puiN 

t ItSSPN URGENT 4/9/72 HAH 
TOt DIRECTOR 

SALT LAKE CITY 

f 

j DENVER 

I PRONI SAN FRANCISCO (164-NEW) op- IP 


5 V ■ ^ 

I N' 

RICHARD FLOYD HC COY, ,]R., CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT * HIJACKING| 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MENBERsii OOt SU, 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE INSTANT DATE. 

WELLS FARGO BANK, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, 

' ADVISED TODAY THAT RANSOM HONEY WAS STRAPPED AS FOLLOWS! 

HUNDREDS«PLAIN WHITE STRAPS, NO MARKINGS! TWENTYS- BLUE AND WHITE ^ 
STRAPS, NO HARKINGS. HOWEVER, ALL BILLS EXCEPT THE HUNDREDS WOULD 
j HAVE THE INITIALS OF BANK EMPLOYEE WHO STRAPPED THE MONEY ON THE 
■ STRAP. I I DOES NOT KNOW IF THE BANKS NAME APPEARS ON THE 

STRAPS. STATES ANY ONE OF MANY EMPLOYEES WOULD HAVE STRAPPED THE 
I HONEY. 

END 

I ACJ FBI SALT LAKE 

j 

I aR 




SEARCHED^™, 

SERIAUZED... 


n 


INDEXED,.. 
«LED„__ 


FBI —SALT LAKE CiTY 



I 














m 001 U PLAIN 
299PH URGENT 4*9-72 CXF 
, TO DIRECTOR 
DENVER 
LAS VEGAS 
SACRAMENTO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 

FROM LOS ANGELES (164«NEW> 2P 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY» JR| CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT • HIJACKING! 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS! OOl SALT LAKE CITY. 


ONTARIO, CALIF,, ADVISED TO DATE 


boarded UAL FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, DENVER, COLO., APPROX, 
TWO FIFTEEN P.M. APRIL SEVEN LAST WITtj 


b7C 



ENROUTE LOS P 




ASSIGNED 


PRIOR TO TAKE OFF, NOTICED STEWARDESS AND MALE 


ROOM IN REAR OF PLANE, THIS MALE PASSENGER LEFT MEN'S ROOM 

PRIOR TO 


AND SAT ACROSS AISLE FROM 
TAKE OFF, 

THIS FIRST TIME! 


DESCRIBED WHITE, MALE, AGE 


OBSERVED THIS INDIVIDUAL' b7C 
- THIRTY, FIVE FEET 


EIGHT INCHES, ONE HONORED FORTYFIVE TO ONE HUNDRED MXTY- 

[stMieHES 

END page one 


imi/ujZED_ 



APRy 1972 

FBI—SALIi CftKG 















U 164-NEW 

Hi,'- 

PAGE TWO 

POUNDSV MEDIUM BUILDf BLACK) MOD STYLE HAIR) BUSHY IN FRONT 
AND TO COLLAR IN REAR, BUSHY MUSTACHE, MOD TWO-TONE BROWN 
AND YELLOW SHOES, BLUE SLACKS, DARK JACKET. 

fatlRINQ\ flight] [observed THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL 


fa'URINBvFLIGHT j [ OBSERVED THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL 

HAD PUT ON ROUND MIRROR STYLE METAL FRAME SUN GLASSES AND 

also small piece of flesh colored tape on right cheek* 


DURING flight]_|T0LD 

LOOKED AND ACTING SUSPICIOUS* j 


^THIS INDIVIDUAL 
ItHOUGHT AT FIRST, 


THIS WAS RUSE ON PART OF PRISONER TO DIVERT HIS ATTENTION 

SINCE PRISONER TWO TIME ESCAPEE* 

MEVER OBSERVED THIS INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT BLACK 

MOD STYLE HAIR OR MUSTACHE* __ 

appropriate spread OF PHOTOGRAPHS EXHIBITED To j 


INCLUDING PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT* 
IDENTIFY PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT* Q 


^UNABLE TO 
ISTATES HE MAY BE 


able TO IDENTIFY THIS INDIVIDUAL IF HE OBSERVED HIM PERSONALLY* 

bureau ARTIST CURRENT IN LOS ANGELES IS PREPARING PHOTOGRAPH 
OF SUBJECT INCLUDING MUSTACHE AND MOD HAIR STYLE AS DESCRIBED 
BY WITNESSES* 

salt LAKE city CONTACT USA TO DETERMINE ADVISABILITY _ 

OF DISPLAYING PHOTOGRAPHS BEING PREPARED TO FLIGHT CREW,_ 

I and OTHER WITNESSES. 

SUBJECTS PHOTO BEING FURHISHED DENVER BY SPECIAL COURIER TODAY. 


LSB FBI SU CLR 





WA J'LAIN 

«|37 PM llRGENT 4-9-72 BJM 
TO SAtT’^UKE CITY (164-36) 
FROM DIRECTOR IP 


UNSUB aka 


UNITED AIRLINES FLISIT NUMBER EIGHT FIVE 


b7( 


FIVE DENVER, COLORADO TO LOS ANGELES,,CALIFORNIA, APRIL SEVEN 
SEVENTYTWO. CAA DASH HIJACKING. 


REURAIRTEL APRIL EIGHT SEVENTYTWO SUBMITTING ELEVEN ENVELOPES 
OF MATERIAL FROM HIJACKED AIRCRAFT. 

TWO LATENT FINGERPRINTS DEVELOPED ON BACK OF "MAINLINER” 
MAGAZINE MARKED 'SEAT TWENTY D" FROM ENVELOPE FOUR HAVE BEEN 
IDENTIFIED AS FINGERPRINTS OF RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., ARMY 
SERVICE NUMBER RA ONE FOUR SEVEN NINE SIX SEVEN EIGHT NINE. 

THIS CONFIRMS BUTELCAL APRIL NINE. COMPLETE REPORT ON 

termination of examination. 

END 


LSB FBI SU CLR 




»tARCMED,__INDEXED. 

$UIAUIED_^L^tEO. 


APR 91972 





FD-36 (Rev. 5*22*64) 

K 

FBI 

1 



Date: 4/9/72 



Transmit the following in 

PLAINTEXT 




(Type in plaintext or code) 



TELETYPE 

URGENT 


__t 


(Priority) 


1 


s 

TO; DIRECTOR, FBI 
'sac, DENVER 

SAC, SAN FRANCISCO , 

FROM: SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR,; CAA DASH HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. 00: SALT LAKE CITY. 


RE SALT LAKE CITY TELETYPES INSTANT DATE. 

IwAS ASKED TO COME TO OFFICE AT WHICH TIME 


HE WAS CAUTIONED NOT TO MAKE ANY ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS. HE THEN 
RELATED HE WAS BEING SWAMPED BY REPORTERS, THEREFORE ARRANGEMENTS 
MADE FOR TO STAY THIS NIGHT AT RAMADA INN. ^ 

THREE SEARCHES COMPLETED BASED ON SEARCH WARRANTS. ITEMS 


LOCATED WERE BLACK HELMET, BLACK JUMP SUIT, GUN, MUSTACHE PASTE 
AND MOVING COMPANY BOX FULL OF MONEY (FORTY POUNDS IN WEIGHT), 
AGENTS RETURNING FROM PROVO, UTAH, AND COMPLETE INVENTORY WILL 


BE MADE INCLUDING BUNDLE COUNT, FINE COUNT AND LIST BY SERIAL BILL^' 

.^ t>7c 

. . 1 /:-. -a 

. .- 

._ 

Approved: Sent _M Per- 


VRS:cj 
( 1 ) 


f 


Special Agent in Ch 




c/^ 3 C 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1971 —413 — 138 









FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 


Date: 


(Type in plaintext or cod^J. 


(Priority) 


SU 164-36 
PAGE TWO 


RETURNS ON WARRANTS WILL" BE PREPARED AND SINCE ITEMS LOCATED 

/frS A OP 

SEARCH WARRANTS ARE OF EVIDENTIARY NATURE NO NEWS 
RELEASE WILLDBE MADE AND NO NEWS INQUIRIES WILL BE ANSWERED CON¬ 
CERNING ITEMS SEIZED UACB. 

BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OR ARRANGEMENTS WITH U. S, MAGISTRATE 
AS TO MAKING RETURNS, WHEN HE IS AVAILABLE. 


SUICIDAL TENDENCIES SINCE SUBJECT*S 


ADVISED 


THAT DURING DISCUSSIONS RE HIJACKING PLANS SUBJECT INDICATED TO 
HER THAT HE WOULD SHOOT HIMSELF IF CAUGHT RATHER THAN BE TAKEN 
INTO CUSTODY, 


END. P 


Approved: 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971-413—13* 








OmONAL PQRM Na tO 

MAY IMS IDinaN 

QSA r^MK (41 cm) ioi>n.t 


A 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM : SA 


SAC, SALT LAKX CITY (164-36) 

b7C 


date; 4/9/72 




subject; RICHABD FLOYD MC COY, JR* 

CAA-nXO« *MI■■XIIMEMIfg PlRACl, INTIRFXRIRG 


Ob 4/9/73 


b7 


ease to tb« Office at 


tke request of SAC* 


adTlsed that In addition to the 


Infornation he has already furnished, he wanted to adrlse that 
when MC COV took the Mtah Air Rational Guard helicopter to Camp 
Williams on 4/8/72, he made an unscheduled stop at the Alta Flight 

said that he dosen't know the purpose 


and Jump Club* 


of the stop, but that MC COT was accompanied on the flight by one 

named! 


who is connected with the 


19th Special Forces Rnit* 

This Information is being submitted in the erent that 
all the parachutes are not accounted for, Aand for general 
information* 


2-(164-36) 

JKB 




mo-m 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Blan 






PRESS RELEASE 


FBI Agents early today arrested Richard Floyd 
McCoy, Jr. at his residence at Provo, Utah, without incident, 
in connection with the hijacking of the United Air Lines 
Flight 855 on Friday night, April 7, 1972, according to 
Acting Attorney General Richard G. Kleindienst. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said McCoy is being 
charged relative to the hijacking of the Newark, New Jersey, 
to Los Angeles, California, via Denver, Colorado, flight, 
and diverting the plane to San Francisco where he demanded 
and received $500,000, four sport parachutes and the return 
of his luggage. 

Mr. Hoover stated a complaint charging McCoy with 
aircraft piracy under the Crime Aboard Aircraft Statute 
was authorized by the United States Attorney, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, on April 9, 1972. The complaint further charges 
McCoy with interfering with flight crew members. McCoy 
took command of the United Air Lines plane near Grand 
Junction, Colorado. The FBI seated 91 persons were held 
aboard the aircraft until AfoOoyLs demands were met. 


1 - 80^-334 
; r - 164-38 
'1 - SAC 
1 - ASAC 

RPC:Ibp 

(4) ;:rr 




2 ^ 


. rr 




SU 10-334 


Mp. Hoover noted McCoy is 29 years of age, 
Vietnam veteran, married and with children, and is a 
college student* 

The maximum penalty under this statute, if 
convicted, is death. 

McCoy will appear before the United States 
Magistrate, Salt Lake City, as soon as possible. 


All news.v. sources on official news source list, 80-3 34 
telephonically contacted; also NELSON WADSV/ORTH ’ 

National Observer, Stringer, Salt Lake City: 
plus approximately 60 other news media representatives 
from East Coast to West Coast. No record made of names. 


- 2 - 



NR001 DN PLAIN 
1104 AM URGENT 4-10-72 JSG 
TOt , "sac, salt lake city (164-36) 

FROM* SAC, DENVER (164-120) (P) 3P' 

R^'CHARI>\PL0YD MC COY, JR. CAA - HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. 00* SALT LAKE CITY. 

REMYTELS, APRIL EIGHT, LAST. 

' LATE EVENING OF APRIL EIGHT, LAST, 

1 AURORA, COLORADO, PHONE b/C 

T 1 EHPLOYED r I 

I DENVER, PRIOR TO PUBLICITY GIVEN APPREHENSION OF 
RICHARD FLOYD liC COY, JR., FURNISHED FOLLOWING INFORMATION* 

PREVIOUSLY RESIDED SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH,_ 

ALTA AIRPORT, SANDY, UTAH, HE ADVISED_ 

T l(LNU)i_ b7C 























# 


DN 164-120 

page three 



ABOVE FURNISHED SALT LAKE FOR EVALUATION, SINCE DENVER 
NOT IN POSSESSION SUFFICIENT FACTS TO DETERMINE IF IT COULD 
BE PERTINENT. 


SALT LAKE, ADVISE IF FURTHER INTERVIEW OF WATTS 
DESIRABLE SINCE APPREHENSION OF SUBJECT. 

END 


FBIS U RAN CLR TU 






NR 003 LV PUlN 

1159 AM URQENT 4-10-72 EB 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

SALT LAKE CITY 164-36 
FROM LAS VEGAS 164-72 

M 

s 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.} CRIME' ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKING} 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS, OOt SALT LAKE CITY. 

RE BUTEL APRIL NINE LAST AND LAS VEGAS TELCALL TO SALT LAKE 
CITY APRIL TEN INSTANT. 

REBUTEL INSTRUCTED LAS VEGAS TO CONTINUE TERRAIN SEARCH 
IN AN EFFORT TO LOCATE ALL PARACHUTES, ELECTRONIC HOMING DEVICES 
AND LARGE CANVAS BAG APPARENTLY JETTISONED FROM AIRCRAFT BY 
MC COY PRIOR TO HIS JUMP. 

TO DATE IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO PINPOINT THE AREA 
WHERE THESE ARTICLES MAY HVE BEEN JETTISONED. THEREFORE IT ' 

WOULD BE NECESSARY TO SEARCH AN AREA APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED 
FIFTY MILES IN LENGTH. ONLY PLANES AVAILABLE ARE THROUGH 
COMMERCIAL CHARTER COMPANIES AND ANY PLANE THAT COULD BE UTILIZED 
FOR THIS SEARCH WOULD COST ONE HUNDRED FORTY DOLLARS AN HOUR. 

IT IS ESTIMATED IT WOULD TAKE APPROXIMATELY FIVE HOURS FOR THE SEARCH 
END PAGE ONE 

I serialized 

APmi372 




PMC two 

XV 164-72 ‘ 

INASMUCH AS MONEY AS BEEN RECOVERED, SAC, LAS If'EQAS, 

DOES NOT>-FEEL THE EXPENDITURE OF ABOVE AMOUNT FOR TERRAIN SEARCH 
IS PRACTICABLE. UACB, LAS VEGAS WILL NOT CONDUCT TERRAIN 
SEARCH FOR ABOVE-DESCRIBED ITEMS. 

END , 

s- • . 

RAD SU CLR 



Tp : 

FROM 

subject: 



KIO-MI 


OmCMML POUM no . 10 

MAY IM KDITKIN 

OSA P^MR (41 cnt) t01>11.» 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


FILE (164-36) 

SAC R. P. CALAME 


A 


date: 


RICHARD FLOYD McCOY 
CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT- 
AIRCRAFT PIRACY 


U. S. Attorney C. NELSON DAY advise 
u /1 n /77- he had received a telephone call from 


4c(r 


XT 


firm of 
Stree 
name! 


r 


attorney. Provo> Utah, associated with the 


(( 


indica 
Iv but : 




f 


1 


anri nnp, nr niTs 


_lirm memoere^. 

McCOY. 'b'C 

detendant once 


indicated he had talked to the 
y but had not made up his mind whether or not 


Drier 

they would plead him guilty. This is for the 
as to counsel. We should advise the Bureau. 


record 


I asked USA DAY if the thought had occurred 
to him whether justice would be served by a 

change of venue in this case to San Francisco. Mr. DAY 
pondered the question out loud for a while and concluded 
that he saw no advantages to such a change, and could 
think of several disadvantages. He mentioned specifically 
the fact that a great many people in hi^h places in 
California apparently have taken a rather strong position 
against capital punishment. I thanked Mr. DAY for his 
observations. 




Buy U.S, Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Bay roll Savings Blan 






FD-36 {R*v. 5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


Date: 4/10/72 


(Type in plaintext or cotfW 


URGENT 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: 


SAC, SALT LAKE CITY 


164-36 


N RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKING; 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CRgW MEMBERS. 00 SALT LAKE CITY. 

RE TELEPHONE CALL SEVEN THIRTY AM THIS DATE TO GENERAL INVESTI 
GATIVE DIVISION. I* Tift 

ARRANGEMENTS MADE WITH U.S. MAGISTRATE, SALT LAKE CITY, TO 
MAKE RETURN ON SEARCH WARRANTS AT EIGHT THIRTY AM,U, S. POST 
OFFICE AND COURTHOUSE BLDG;;. LIST OF ITEMS SEIZED PREPARED ON 
PLAIN BOND PAPER AND TYPED SHOWING ITEMS SEIZED BY FBI. ALL 
ITEMS WERE TAKEN FROM RESIDENCE EXCEPT ONE, A PARACHUTE JUMP 
HELMET WHICH WAS TAKEN FROM AN AUTOMOBILE, ALSO BASED ON A 
SEARCH WARRANT. COPY OF THIS LIST WHICH SERVED AS PART OF 
RETURN ON THE WARRANTS WAS SENT BUREAU VIA TELECOPIER. EXTRA 


COPIES OF THIS LIST MADE FOR USE OF U.S. MAGISTRATE FOLLOWING 


RETURN OF WARRANTS IN ORDER THEY COULD BE GIVEN OUT AT 
MAGISTRATE'S OFFICE TO NEWS MEDIA PRESENT. 




RPC:FR 

(1) j 


Approved: 


SEiflC® 

SCSi/iJZtD 


>^ial Agent in Charge 


Sent _Per - 

•SE X GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 -413-130 













FD-36 (Rev. 5-22*64) 




F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via_!_ 


(Type in plaintext or corf®/' 


(Priority) 


SU 164-36 
PAGE TWO 

SALT LAKE CITY OFFICE DID NOT COMMENT ON THIS LIST IN ANY 
WAY. NEWS INQUIRIES RECEIVED CONTINUOUSLY FROM THROUGHOUT 
UNITED STATES FROM APPROXIMATELY EIGHT FORTYFIVE AM TO NOON. 
MAJOR CASE PRINTS BEING SUBMITTED TODAY VIA AIRTEL AND APPRO¬ 
PRIATE COLOR AND BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOS BEING PREPARED. 





PHOTOS' of\ 


/ 


sot c tO/H. T £-S'. 




Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 -413-13S 







4/10/72 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTENTION; Identification Division 

Latent Fingerprint Section 

JROM: SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) (P) 

4e: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

CAA - HIJACKING, 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT 

CREW MEMBERS 

(00:SU) 


entitled "UNSUB, ak 
865, DENVER, COLO 
CAA - HIJACKING". 


R« J5*lt Lake Citv airtel to Bureau dated 4/8/72, 


b7C 


UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT NO. 
, XU LUS rtl^ GELES, CALIFORNIA, 4/7/72, 


Enclosed for the Bureau are four cards reflecting 
the major caBB nrintS flf HC b, 


on 4/9/72 by_ 

Sheriff*8 Office. 


] Salt Lake County 


The Identification Division, Single Fingerprint ^ 
Section, is requested to compare these known prints 

of MC COY with physical evidence previously submitted. 


SUICIDAL TENDENCIES . 




CJS 

(4) 


- Bureau (Enc. 4) 
Salt Lake City 


■y 












‘ 4/10/72 








NR 018 SF PLAIN 


5:04PM URGENT 4/10/72 CRH 

TO: SALT LAKE CITY 

FROM:- SAN FRANCISCO (164-256) IP 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR,l CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKING; 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS, 00: SALT LAKE CITY. 


THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED FOR THE INFORMATION OF SALT LAKE 

CITY: 

UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE SAN FRANCISCO 
OFFICE THIS DATE AND ADVISED THAT "TWO PEOPLE WHO MIGHT 3E OF 
INTEREST TO THE FBI IN THE HIJACKING OF UNITED AIR LINES FLIGHT 
EIGHT FIVE FIVE, APRIL SEVEN, LAST, WERE 


tS AN OFFICIAL OF UNITED AIR LINES AN 


i 


WHOSE b7C 

30 TH 


OF WHOM RESIDE IN PROVO, UTAH." CALLER DID NOT FURNISH ANY OTHER 
INFORMATION AND REFUSED TO STATE WHY THEY MIGHT BE OFINTEREST TO 
THE BUREAU. 

END 

ACJ FBI SALT LAKE 


CLR 




SEARCHEO„._jVNDEXED_^.J^.- 
SERIALiZ£D,XDVFILEO_jSPr. 


APR 101972. 
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NR 039 U PLAIN 

1014 ZPM NITEL 4-10-72 JCD 

i 

TO salt^lake city 

FROM LOS ANGELES (164-580) IP 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR| CAA-HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS, OOi SALT LAKE CITY 


RE LA TEL APRIL NINE LAST, 

UAL EMPLOYEES. 

_ b7C 

_ ALL PASSENGERS ON UAL FLIGHT 

EIGHT FIVE FIVE, VIEWED PHOTO SPREADS, UNABLE TO IDENTIFY 
SUBJECT AS HIJACKER, FD THREE ZERO TWO FOLLOW, 

END 

HOLD FOR ONE TEL 
ACJ FBI SALT LAKE 
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Transmit the following in 

TELETYPE 


PLAIN 


URGENT 


Date; 4/10/72 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


FROM* 


DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) 

CHICAGO 

SAN FRANCISCO 

SEATTLE (164-81) 

'SALT LAKE CITY (164-24) 


NORJAK. 

RE: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR, CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - 
HIJACKING} INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. 00: SALT LAKE 


CITY. 


MC COY ARRESTED BY BUREAU AGENTS APRIL NINE LAST AND 
BEING CONSIDERED SUSPECT IN NORJAK. 

AIRLINES FLYING SALT LAKE CITY TO PORTLAND ARE UNITED 
AIRLINES FLIGHT FIVE EIGHT SEVEN LEAVING SEVEN TWENTY A.M. 
ARRIVING PORTLAND TEN THIRTY A.M., AND AIR WEST FLIGHT SEVEN 
SEVEN TWO LEAVING SALT LA*! CITY SEVEN FIFTY A.M. WOULD APPEAR 
TO BE ONLY FLIGHTS FROM SALT LAKE CITY 4H1U.U1 WUUn^P9fRP855!SSi 


' > 0 s s ' a I y ‘ jr 


'7 


, MC COY IN CURRENT HIJACKING FLEW SALT LAKE CITY TO 
DENVER ONE WEEK PRIOR TO HIJACKING, APRIL SEVEN LAST, APPARENTLY 
MAKING A "DRY RUN" USING NAME R. MC COY. I I 


1 - 164-24 
0 -^ 164-36 
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F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via_ 


(Priority) 


SU 164-24 
PAGE TOW 

CHICAGO CONTACT UNITED AIRLINES REGARDING FLIGHTS FROM 
SALT LAKE CITY TO PORTLAND FROM NOVjOlBER TEN TO NOVEMBER TWENTYFOUR 
LAST AND RETURN FLIGHTS FROM^RTLAND TO SALT LAKE CITY FROM 
NOVEMBER TEN TO NOVEMBER TWENTYSEVEN LAST, CHECKING FOR THE NAMES 
R. MC COY AND D. B. COOPER. 

SAN FRANCISCO AT AIR WEST RESERVATIONS CENTER* SAN 
FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT* COVER SAME LEAD AS SET FORTH 
ABOVE. 

CHICAGO AND SAN FRANCISCO ADVISE RESULTS AT EARLIEST 

TIME. P. 

END. 


Approved; 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRCNTING OFKICEi 1971-413-138 







NR0I6 ce PLAIN 
itis ph URGENT 4-10-72 RVR 
TO DIRECTOR 
DENVER 

SAXT4.AKE CITY 
^^|CAGO (164-323) 2P 






richard.floyd mc coy, CAA. 

' s 

ORIGINAL UAL TICKET ISSUED MARCH‘THIRTY ONE LISTED TO 
R. MC COY OBTAINED TODAY. TICKET INDICATES AGENT NO. EIGHTY, 

AT SALT LAKE CITY ISSUED INSTANT TICKET FOR FLIGHT 


FOUR SIX ZERO LEAVING salt LAKE CITY ELEVEN THIRTY A.M. ON 
MARCH THIRTY ONE LAST AND PAYMENT WAS IN CASH, R. MC COY 
WAS SELECTEE ON FLIGHT FOUR SIX ZERO AND PIECE OF IDENTI¬ 
FICATION WAS demanded APPARENTLY FROM 
I ~\ UAL CG INDICATES 


b 7 C 


HAS DIM RECOLLECTION 


OF MC COY. 

CHECK OF FIGHT FOUR SIX ZERO FOR APRIL SEVEN LAST 
REFLECTS RESERVATION MADE AT SE^EITzERO SEVEN A,M» IN SALT 

WAY TO DENVER. 


LAKE CITY BY 0NE| 


b7C 


FURNISHED TELEPHONE CONTACT AT SALT LAKE OF THREE NINE FOUR-/^V ^^ ' 

I erACM'ucn IKOEXED——— 


END PAGE ONE 


SEADCHEO. 

SERIALIZED. 


JM»R101972 

■SAtT LAKE CITY 



b7C 






PAGE TWO 

FOUR FIVE SIX THREE. 

UAL- C6 REQUESTS THAT CQ OFFICE UAL BE ADVISED WHEN 

S 

N 

RANSOM HONEY CAN BE RELEASED SO THAT ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE 
MADE THROUGH A LOCAL BANK IN SALT LAKECITY TO DEPOSIT SAME. 

salt lake city is REQUESTED TO ADVISE CQ AS TO WHETHER 
INVESTIGATION HAS DETERMINED IF SUBJECT WAS IN SALT LAKE CITY 
area subsequent to march thirty one last so that SEARCH OF 
RECORDS AT UAL CQ CAN BE SIMPLIFIED. 

END 

ACJ FBI salt lake . , 



FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 

telety pe ; _ 


A 

• 



FBI 

Date: 4/11/72 

V 

PLAINTEXT 



(Type in plaintext or code) **i.’- 

NITEL 

- 1 


(Priority) 


I 


TO DIRECTOR 

FROM , SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 2P 

N 

N 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.; CAA; - HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. 00 SU. 

REMYTEL APRIL ELEVEN INSTANT. 

ADDITIONAL RESERVE PARACHUTE, OD IN COLOR, FOUND IN STEEL 
CULVERT ON FOURTH SOUTH, SPRINGVILLE, UTAH, ABOUT ONE MILE WEST 
NEAR A RAILROAD OVERPASS BY FOURTEEN YEAR OLD BOY. PARACHUTE IS 
TWENTYFOUR FEET CHEST RESERVE, PART NUMBER FOUR EIGHT ONE SEVEN ONE 
FIVE SIX DASH TWO, MANUFACTURED BY IRVING AIR CHUTE CO., INC. 

INSIDE A POCKET IN PARACHUTE WAS RECORD LOG OF THE SCHOOL OF SPORTS 
PARACHUTING, OAKLAND MUNICIPAL AIRPORT, BOX TWO FIVE FIVE THREE, 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, WHICH SHOWS OWNER OF PARACHUTE AS THE STEVENS 
PARA-LOFT. A SERIAL NUMBER LOCATED ON THE CHUTE AS SIX SEVEN DASH 

ONE SEVEN ONE. 

THREE WITNESSES DEVELOPED AT HI SPOT DRIVE-IN, FOUR HUNDRED 

SOUTH STREET AND MAIN, SPRINGVILLE, UTAH, WHO i pENTTF;rF^ SUB.?^ECT 

.. 

. 

D__ 



niiD_ 


Sent — \X 




M 


Per 





U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971-413-138 
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F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via _^_ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


'll.'- 


(Priority) 


SU 164-36 
PAGE TWO 

AND ADVISED TPIAT AT APPROXIMATELY MIDNIGPIT, APRIL SEVEN LAST, HE 
PURCHASED A LARGE SIZE CHOCOLATE MALT AND THE MALT WAS SERVED IN 
HI SPOT DRIVE-IN PAPER CUP. SUBJEQT, AT APPROXIMATELY TV/ELVE 
FIFTEEN A.M., APRIL EIGHT LAST, REMARKED TO ONE OF THE WITNESSES, 

SPRINGVILLE, 


.. IaDVISED that HE PULLED TO THE CURB 

Ofj THf Ot /q AJO/lTH 

AT THE THIRD HOUSE SOUTf^^ON 

I li ilinT PROVO. AT THIS TIME HE RECEIVED THE 

FIVE DOLLAR BILL AND LET HIS PASSENGER OUT. b7C 

subject's! 


THAT HE HAD BEEN STRANDED BY SOME FRIENDS 


AND SUBJECT STATED HE WOULD GIVE 
HIM TO PROVO, UTAH. I 


FIVE DOLLARS TO DRIVE 


bVC 


U.S. ARMY, STATIONED 


AT FORT LEONARDWOOD, MISSOURI, INTERVIEWED THIS DATE AT SALT LAKE 
CITY AND COULD FURNISH NO PERTINENT INFORMATION; HOWEVER, SOME 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION OF THE SUBJECT WAS OBTAINED. 

SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

P. 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971 -4I3-I3B 







M) 019 SF PUINTEXT 
8t4SFn (UTEL 4/11/72 JAK 
TO DIRECTOR (164>21il) 

SALT LAKE CITY 
jSEATTLE 
PORTLAND 
CHICAQO 

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (164-220) IP 

NQRJAK 


RE RICHARD FLOYD NC COY, JR., CAA - HIJACKINQt INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW HENBERS. OOt SU 

RE SU TEL TO BUREAU, ET AL, DATED APRIL TEN LAST. 

ON APRIL ELEVEN INSTANT, 


HUGHES AIR WEST, SECOND AND ELLSWORTH, SaN NATEO, CALIF. 


b7C 


MADE AVAIUBLE THE HUGHES AIR WEST TICKETS REQUESTED IN REFERENCED 
COMMUNICATION. THE ABOVE MENTIONED TICKETS WERE REVIEWED 
AS REQUESTED IN RETEL. THE REVIEW OF THESE TICKETS WAS MET 
WITH negative results. THIS REVIEW FAILED TO REFLECT ANY R. MC COY 
D.B. COOPER, OR ANY NAME SIMILAR, FLYING FROM SU TO SE, OR PD, OR FROM 
PD OR SE TO SU. 

END... 

ACJ FBI SALT LAKE 
CLR 










ra MS SU PUIN 

iaft«»n«ENT A/Izm PN INeSDIAIE 4/11/72 Aej 

10 OtHECTM (1«4«2111> 

PORTUHD (1S4-41) 

' i / , ■ 

NIMEAPOLIS (t64>73> 

V 

SEATTLE (164-81) , 

FROM salt LAKE CITY (1S4>24) 

HORJAK. OOtSE. 


REVIEW OF NORJAK CASE FILE, SU DIVISION, REVEAUD RUREROVS 
SIMILARITIES IN M.O, OF CAPTIONED CASE AND SU CASE ENTITLED 
"RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR*| CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT DASH HIJACKIHOt 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS <UAL>« 

IN NORJAK ENVELOPE CONTAINING INSTRUCTIONS FURNISHED 
STEWARDESS, IN UAL, ENVELOPE AND TVO-PAGE SINGLE SPACED, TYPE- 
WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS, WITH ENVELOPE CONTAINING HAND GRENADE SAFETY 
PIN and FORTY-FIVE CALIBER CARTRIDGE GIVEN TO STEWARDESS, 

SUBJECT IN NORJAK EXHIBITED CONTENTS OF ATTACHE CASE ALLEGED 
to CONTAIN DYNAMITE, IN UAL CASE, HIJACKER EXHIBITED GUN AND 
GRENADE AND INDICATED HE HAD PLASTIC EXPLOSIVE, 

TeARCHEO_^..INBEXED_ 

END PAGE ONE SERiAuao_7:;fii£o- 





b7C 







, FAGE THREE 

IHSTURCTING PILOT TO FLY AT NOT MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND FEET* WITH 
FLAPS AT FIFTEEN DEGREES, THE LANDING GEAR DOWN AND REAR STEPS OF 
PLANE ALSO DOWN, PUNE INVOLVED BEING BOEING SEVEN TWO SEVEN, A 
TRI-JET, WITH STAIRS AT REAR, HIJACKER FINALLY AGREED TO HAVING 
STEPS RAISED. (IT IS NOTED BOEING SEVEN TWO SEVEN AIRCRAFT UNABLE 

TO TAKE OFF WITH STAIRS IN LOWERED POSITION. HOWEVER IN ORDER FOR 

1 

STAIRS TO BE LOWERED IN FLIGHT, IT IS NECESSARY THAT REAR PRESSURED 
DOOR BE IN OPEN POSITION ON TAKE-OFF.) 

CONTINUING IN NORJAK, STEWARDESS REMAINED IN CABIN WITH 
hijacker, and HIJACKER HAD STEWARDESS SHOW HIM HOW TO LOWER STEPS 
AND ORDERED HER TO GO TO FIRST-CLASS SECTION. UAL CASE, HIJACKER 
ORDERED STEWARDESS TO GO TO FRONT SECTION OF PLANE AND DID NOT 
REQUIRE INSTRUCTIONS AS TO HOW TO OPERATE LOWERING MECHANISM OF 
REAR STAIRS. 

NORJAK CASE,. PLANE CAPTAIN IN CONTACT WITH HIJACKER BY INTER- 

'l ■ 

COM AND JUST PRIOR TO FINAL COMMUNICATION WITH HIJACKER, CAPTAIN 
HAD SIGNAL INDICATING STARS HAD BEEN LOWERED. 

UAL CASE, PLANE CREW ON OXYGEN FLYING AT SIXTEEN THOUSAND 
END PAGE THREE 



SU 164e24 
PAQC POUR 

FEET FOR PERIOD OF ONE AND ONE'HALF HOURS PRIOR TO HIJACKER JUMPING 
DUE TO. .OPEN REAR STAIRS. 

NORJAK CASE, BOEING SEVEN TVO SEVEN FLYING AT ONE HUNDRED 
SEVENTY KNOTS. UAL CASE, BOEING SEVEN TVO SEVEN FLYING AT ONE 
HUNDRED EIGHTY KNOTS, WHICH APPROXIMATES TVO HUNDRED MILES PER 
HOUR OR THREE MILES PER MINUTE, AT INSTRUCTION OF HIJACKER. 

NORJAK CASE, TVO PARACHUTES REMAINED ON AIRCRAFT WHEN IT 
ARRIVED RENO, NEVADA, ONE OF WHICH WAS OPEN AND THREE SHROUD LINES 
HAD BEEN CUT AND REMOVED FROM PARACHUTE, PRESUMABLY TO TIE RANSOM 
HONEY PACKAGE TO HIJACKER. UAL CASE, HIJACKER JETTISONED ONE, TVO 
OR THREE PARACHUTES IN NEVADA, AT LEASE ONE CONTAINING HOMING DEVICE 
AND HAD ROPE OR HARNESS IN HIS POSSESSION TO FASTEN HONEY 
AND equipment TO HIM, IN UAL CASE ROPE VAS NINETEEN FEET LONG, WITH 
EYE GROMMETS. IN INTERVIEW OF LOCAL NATIONAL GUARD PARACHUTE JUMPER 
HE INDICATED IT IS STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE IN NATIONAL GUARD 
UNITS TO HAVE "H" HARNESS VITH WHICH EQUIPMENT PACKAGE IS STRAPPED 
TO BODY, APPROXIMATELY TVENTY-FOOT ROPE IS FASTENED TO HARNESS 
AND equipment PACKAGE, AND AFTER PARACHUTE IS OPENED, JUIVER 
END PAGE FOUR 






LOVERS PACKA6E SO IT OANOLES BELOV HIM. AS JUMPER APPROACHES 

sround, he releases rope from body harness with.result 
packaqe vill drop in immediate area of landing* jumper cannot 

RETAIN package FASTENED TO BODY AS THIS VOULD HINDER LANDING OPER> 
ATIOH AND POSSIBLY CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION IN BOTH CA9ES IS REMARKABLY SIMILAR* 

IN NORJAK CASE, SUBJECT IS DESCRIBED AS POSSIBLY IN MID>FORTIES, 

AND PERSONAL OBSERVATION OF SUBJECT, AGE TVENTY-NINE, GIVES IMME¬ 
DIATE im>RESSION OF NAN POSSIBLY FORTY* COIVOSITE PHOTOGRAPH OF 
NORJAK SUBJECT BEARS STRONG RESEMBLANCE, PARTICULARLY HAIRLINE, 

HAIR part, SHAPE OF FACE AND NOSE* IN NORJAK CASE, VITNESSES 
DESCRIBED SUBJECT'S COMPLEXION AS OLIVE, LATIN APPEARANCE, MEDIUM 
SMOOTH* IN UAL CASE, VITNESSES LIKEVISE DESCRIBED SUBJECT AS OF 
DARK COMPLEXION, POSSIBLY MEXICAN, BELIEVED DUE TO MAKE UP* IN 
NORJAK CASE, SUBJECT DESCRIBED AS HAVING SIDEBURNS AT LOV EAR LEVEL 
SUBJECT IN UAL CASE UPON ARREST HAS SIDEBURNS TO BOTTOM LOBE OF 
EAR* IN NORJAK CASE, VITNESSES STATED VOICE HAD NO PARTICULAR 
ACCENT, POSSIBLY FROM MID-WEST SECTION OF U*S* IN UAL CASE, 

END PAGE FIVE 






SU i«4>24 

Hat sli 

VITNESSES DESCRIBED SUBJECT*S VOICE AS NORMAL AND DID NOT 
REFER TO ANY ACCENT OF ANY TYPE, 

IN'NORJA^ CASE, UNSUB DESCRIBED AS HEAVY SMOKER OF RALEIQH 
FILTER TIP CIQARETTES, IN UAL CASE, SUBJECT BR0U6HT SUPPLY OF 
candy AND CONTINUALLY EATING CANDY DURING FLIGHT. IT IS NOTED UAL 
INVESTIGATION HAS NOT INDICATED UAL SUBJECT SMOKESj HOWEVER IS 
FROM RALEIQH, NORTH CAROLINA, CANDY COULD BE SUBSTITUTE FOR 
CIQARETTESl HOWEVER SUBJECT IN EACH CASE OBVIOUSLY NERVOUS, 

IN UAL CASE, THERE IS OBVIOUS EVIDENCE SUBJECT ATTEfPIED TO 
DISGUISE HIMSELF AFTER BOARDING PLANE, IN THAT HE OH TWO OCCASIONS 
SPENT EXTENDED PERIODS IN LAVATORY AND EMERGED WITH BLACK HAIR 
WIG AND FALSE MUSTACHE. 

NORJAK CASE, SUBJECT DURING LATTER PART OF FLIGHT PUT ON DARK 
WRAP-AROUND SUNGLASSES, WITH DARK RIMS, UAL CASE, SUBJECT BOARDED 
PLANE WITH MIRROR TYPE SUNGLASSES, 

IN NORJAK CASE, SUBJECT BELIEVED TO HAVE DEPARTED PLANE IN 
AREA CONTAINING A NOTICEABLE BEACON AND FARM LAND. IN UAL CASE, 
SUBJECT DEPARTED PLANE SHORTLY AFTER HEADING EAST OF UTAH LAKE 




PASS SEVEN ^ 

NEAR AIRPORT WITH BEACON AND INMEDIATELY BEYOND, PARH LAND THUS 

■■ i. 

PROVIDINQ EXCELLENT BEARINGS FOR JUMP. 

IN NORJAK CASE, UNSUB VERY INSISTENT UPON RETRIEVING IN- 

\ 

STRUCTIONS AFTER READING BY PILOT. IN UAL CASE, SUBJECT LIKEWISE 

' ' ' 

IHSISTENT UPliN RETRIEVING INSTRUCTIONS. ADVANCE PREPARATION OF 
FLIGHT PLAN INSTRUCTIONS IN UAL CASE COULD LOGICALLY REPRESENT 
REFINEMENT OF H.O. 

INTERVIEW Of | | OF UAL SUBJECT INDICATES SUBJECT ^ ' 

HAD ADVISED HER THAT IF HE WERE EVER TO BE INVOLVED IN HIJACKING, 

HE WOULD NOT SPEND ANY OF HIJACKED LOOT FOR MANY YEARS BECAUSE IT 
WOULD BE NARKED WITH SUBSTANCE THAT WOULD BE VISIBLE BY USE OF AN 
ULTRAVIOLET LIGHT AND HE WOULD MOT SPEMDSANY OF THE MONEY FOR MANY 
YEARS BECAUSE HE BELIEVED HE COULD NOT BE PROSECUTED AFTER SEVER 
YEARS FOLLOWING THE CRIME. 

INTERVIEWS OF ACQUAINTANCES OF SUBJECT IN UAL CASE INDICATE 
SUBJECT OBSESSED WITH IDEA OF HIJACKING AMD CONTINUALLY BROUGHT UP 
DISCUSSIONS WHEREIN HE ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN OPINIONS AS TO WHAT THE 
OTHER HIJACKERS HAD DONE WRONG IN THEIR OPERATION. THESE ACQUAINT¬ 
ANCES DESCRIBED SUBJECT IN UAL CASE AS MOT PARTICULARLY EXPERT 
END PAGE SEVEN 






“ MQE EIGHT 

" JUtPER AND FURTHER DISCUSSED SPECIAL PROBLEPS ATTENDANT TO 
“ NIGHTII^ JUMPS* 

IT'IS NOTED that IN SEARCH OF UA|, SUBJECT'S VEHICLE* HE HAD 
NEWSPAPER article CONCERNING UAL HIJACKING IN CAR* AND IT IS 
FURTHER NOTED THAT SEARCH OF SUBJECT'S RESIDENCE DISCOVERED FILE 
I OF NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS CONCERNING NORJAX CASE* 

I SU IS attempting to ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF UAL SUBJECT 

I NOVEMBER TWENTY-FOUR LAST AND PERIODS IMMEDIATELY PRIOR THERETO* 

i ‘ ' 

BANK ACCOUNT RECORDS HAVE BEEN LOCATED AND WILL BE MADE AVAIL¬ 
ABLE APRIL TWELVE NEXT* 

INSTRUCTORS AT BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY <BrU> ADVISED ATTEND- 
~ ANCE RECORDS NOT KEPT AND THREE INSTRUCTORS RECALLED PERIODS OF 
ABSENCE DURING AUTUMN SEMESTER* NINETEEN SEVENTY-ONE* 

WHICH COULD POSSIBLY BE DURING PERTINENT PERIOD* HOWEVER* NO 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION DEVELOPED THESE SOURCES, 

TELEPHONE TOLL RECORDS BEING OBTAINED* 

NATIONAL GUARD RECORDS BEING OBTAINED TO DETERMINE POSSIBU 
; DUTY OF SUBJECT DURING PERTINENT PERIOD* 

END PAGE EIGHT 






SINCE UAL SUBJECT BELIEVED TO HAVE HADE DRY RUN ON SANE 

% 

day of week ONE WEEK BEFORE HIJACK FLIGHTS, LEADS SET OUT 
TO CHECK FOR TRANSPORTATION ONE, TVO, THREE OR FOUR 
WEEKS bIeFORE NORJAK. 

IT IS NOTED PHOTOGRAPHS OF UAL SUBJECT HAVE BEEN FURNISHED 
TO NORJAK OFFICES HAVING WITNESSES, THESE PHOTOGRAPHS BEING 
SIANDuK front and PROFILE, BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS, AS 
WELL AS TVO TYPES OF COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS, 

above is based on very lihited inforhation available TO SU 

ON NORJAK CASE, HOWEVER, SEATTLE IS SENDING ADDITIONAL DETAILS 
AND IT IS BELIEVED THERE WILL BE NANY HORE SIHILARITIES IN THESE 
TWO CASES. 

SU*S REPORT IS IN TYPING AND COPY WILL BE FURNISHED SE AND 
PD. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS, ' 

END, 

XXFEE 

FBI SEATTLE HOLD 
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(Mount Clipping In Spoco &oiow) 


jAiso, In The Bo^ 
Was.., $499,970 






An inventory of evident^ 
seized at the home of Richard ‘ 
Floyd McCoy Jr., 29, Provo, 
charged in, a $500,009 skyjack¬ 
ing of a United Air Lines 
plane, was provided tod^y by 
the FBI, 

It Included; 


silver-colored wrist wHch and 


two electric typewrite^rs. 

—A cardboard bii^x con 


taining various items |of cloUi^ 
ing, a pistol, a holster and a 
black glcve. ' 


—A blue and white para¬ 
chute, black parachute har¬ 
ness, a military type jump 
parachute helmet, an official 
military flight suit and a mili¬ 
tary style flight suit with two 
aerial flare cartridges In the 
icket. 


Almost] ab an afteiithought, 
It mentioned that the t)ox con-a 
tained $4W,970 in U.S.i curren-| 
cy, most of it still wrapped ini 
bank bands. j . I 


—A green military canvas 
}ag, a black crash helmet, a 
.^rown striped sports coat, a 
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At Drill 

^Ordin:’i 


’ ; By JOE BAUMAN % 
fc. Deseret News Staff \S(riter I 

<‘He was et drill all day Sat-f 
,Durday,’* Robert Van leperen,' 
^..sald Sunday, referring to his 
’ “Closest friend, accused skyjac¬ 
ker Richard Floyd McCoy Jr. 

; of Provo. 

■' Van leperen is a Utah High¬ 
way Patrol trooper. He was 
on ^uty at the Utah Army Na-' 
tiohal Guard’s Army Aviation 
Support facility — a military , 
- airfield near the Salt Lake' 
IntemationaJ Airport. 

( ARREST FACTOR 

His testimony to the Feder- *■ 
al Bureau of Investigation, i 
apparently was one of the fac- .^ 
■ tors that led to the arrest of .| 

. McCoy Sunday morning as he I 
left for another day of Nation-.] 
aJ Guard duty. v 

• VTien interviewed Sunday 
^ afternoon, Van leperen had 1 
; just landed a big Huey heli- 
copter he had piloted from 
Fillmore. ; 


"Yes,” he said, "Richard d 
was in the National Guard all 
day Saturday.” Late -^day i 
night McCoy allegedly baileT^ 
out of a UiUted Air Lines 727 ] 
near Provo carrying $500,000 [ 
ransom money. 'j 

ORDINARY BEHAVIOR j 

Did he seem exhausted?, j 
Van leperen was asked. \ 


Was there anything out of | 
the ordinary about his behav- .} 
ior that day? \ 


"No; dung.” I 

■ ■iii.’ismen with the ! 
r Unit of the ^ 

D ^ ^rx'i : /'ring Croup con- I 
firmed Vaa report* 


(Mount Clipping In Spaeo B«low) 

^ "He flew out of here fill the 

1|ime,” said Capt. John Wdsh. 
j^All of the pilots of the differ¬ 
ent units come here. 

9 <(TJa 


• ^‘He is just a nice, easy-^ 
going guy, just a regular kind i 
of guy." 

GOOD RECORD 

Maj. Gen. Maurice Watts, ' 

' the Utah adjutant general, said 
he wasn't personally acquaint- r 
ed with McCoy, "but as far as j 
I know he performed . his'4 
duties in a satisfactory man- ] 
ner. He never caus^ any .' 
trouble anybody. He had a 
good record." 

Van leperen added, think 
he is an outstanding aviator, 
and for that matter, I think he | 
.is an outstanding person.\ 

, There’s nothing I wouldn’t do*’ 

^ for Richard McCoy — includ* j 
ing lending him money. ; 

"I think he’s the greatest," ^ 

CONVERSATION NOTED \ 

J Van leperen informed the; 
FBI, according to the com-' 
plaint filed in the arrest, that, 
McCoy told him three weeks \ 

'. ago it would be ptossible to ,, 

- hijack a plane if someone-( 
were carrying his own * 
parachute and tiien threw out 
bugged parachutes supplied a 
by the airlines. The beeper in j 
the latter would throw search-f 
ers off the track, McCoy is al-[. 

leged to have said. 

*■ . 

McCoy’s remarks followed a 
spectacular and unsuccessful.,*; 
hijacking. 

\ "He mentioned a few things;^ 
that maybe he would have . 
done that this guy didn't,";; 
Van leperen said. i 

']'''^chard’s my best friend,*’^ 
he added. "1 fly with Umf 
every weekend. 

■ "I think he’s one of the fin- ' 
est people I know. 

' "I don’t believe if, r-1 still; 
"don’t believe it — I idqn’f!^ 
think ,he hijacked that plane.*''i; 

f Van leperen did not think 
his statement to the FBI was^ 
in itself sufficient ground to \ 
lirrest McCoy. "I talked about 
pijackingla plane myself,” he f 
^d. "T^e other day I talked I 
:^bout robbing a bank. As Ij 
• say, this, was )ust a casual I 
conversation we had.” , ; 
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'He's Inhoeenf- j 
I'll Stohd By Kim' 


RALEIGH, N.C. (UPI) — 
“War does funily things - to 
pe<^le sometimes,” Richard 
F, McCoy Sr. said S|mday af¬ 
ternoon, nervously trying to 
keep busy in his backyard. 

. McCoy had' learned only 
hours earliw that his son, 
Richard Jr., had been arrest¬ 
ed and charged with the 
$5^,000 hijacking of a United 
‘ Airlines flight that ended in a 
parachute jump over Utah. 

A newsman asked him how 
he reacted to the news. 

“I just don't know ^yhat to 
think,” said McCoy, 52^ a re¬ 
tired Army master sergeant. 
“1 have to consider him* inno- 
cem. I have to stand by him.” 

Ke said his son had always 
been active in the Church of 


Jesus fchrist of latter-day* 
Saints and added, “I don’t see ,; 
how he could do such a thing ! 
and be consistent tvitb the : 
churdh’s teachings, but war * 
does funny things tj) people; 
sometimes.” ! 

His son had spent tlw^o tours 
of duty In Vietnam the 
Army, " I \ 

j,, ' \ 

He'said his soh, 29,1 had not) 
been in any financ^ diffi¬ 
culty so far as he knev/. I 

“They’re not rich,[but he 
has the G.I. Bill and jhis wife, 
works,” McCoy saiti, refer¬ 
ring to the son’s enrollment at! 
Brigham Young University. Jt 

“He never asked ms for an| 
money. He was making gool 
grades,” he added.! ,1 
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} Provoan 
jailed 


I i 


Air Piracy 


I 


By ROGER PUSEY, 
HAL'FCNIGHT and 
LEO PERRY j 
Ncwa Staff Writers 


|v FBi,:a£ents liave recovered^ 
r $499|970 of the $500,000 ransom 
f paid to a skyjacker who para- 
chuled from a United Air 

' 72 •' jetliner over the 

I Provo area late Friday. 

; Tlie money was in a card- 
P boanri box and was among 

I “sevdr^l Items <seized Sunday 
by agents arme'd with search 
■ waifants wlio combed the 

apartment, yard and two auto- 
I' mobiles belonging to Richard 
F Floyd McCoy Jr., 29, 360 S. 

I' 200 East, Provo. 

I McCoy is being held in the 
I Salt Lake County Jail without 
I bail on federal charges of air 
piracy and interfering with a 
flight attendant. 

ABBESIE0 SUNDAY 
-He was arrested about 5:30 
a.m.» Sunday as he was leav¬ 
ing his home to attend a Utah 
National Guard drill. He of¬ 
fered no resistance to FBI 
agents. 

The FBI had been watching 
the house since Saturday af¬ 
ternoon on the quiet, tree- 
lined residential street about 
I two blocks from downtown 
I Provo. 

I The stake-out of the house 
I apparently Avas based on in- 
I formation first supplied by 
I McCoy’s sister-in-law and a 
f good friend of McCoy who is a 
b Utah Highway Patrolman. 

I For most of Saturrinv some 
I 200 lawmen had coiuiticted a 
i 12-bour search of the area 
' around Provo after it was de- 
i temiined tliat the skyjacker 
‘apparently had parachuted 
from the. airliner near Utah 
1 Lake. 

h NO TRACE FOUND 
'I However, they found no 
trace of the skyjacker and 
^ FBI agents are still invosti- 
gating to determine where I lie 
skyjacker aciunlly landed and 
Iio;v he eluded the massive 
search. 

McCoy, a father two, a 
Vfetnam veteran and a 
Brigham Young University 
>iudent majoring in law 
,f enforceni'> (i. was taken be 
- f/.-v. vs, ijistrate A. 

;r • .".l I'OSt, . 3 
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i-Richord Floyd McCoy JA ft charged wiii $500,000 sky joe king 




-j' 




er'df the '115th En- 


woup, a National 


F A injj|l)er'of the'115th En- 
flineeiPPi’oup, a National 
puard unit which meets in 
Murray, he was dressed in 
fArmy fatigues when arrested. 
He had also spent all day Sat- 
J urday at a 'National Guard 
'drill, according to friends^ (See 
■ 'accompanying story, Page 
fA-2.) , 

^ . KEPTCALSI 

i He was calm and chatted 
[ with FBI agents about his ex- 
> periences in Vietnam. He 
' Used a small room in federal 
r offices in Salt Lake City to 
[ change into a grey suit before 
j seeing Ferro on Uie charges. 
■r ' McCoy told the magistrate 
^ that his only source of income 
- was $243, per month from the 


ney for him. ' i t 

■ william J. Gejermannj|[£I ' f 
special agent, signed / J 

plaint before '^erro. U.S. Afry. 

C. Nelson Day recommend^'*1 


that McCoy be held without 


bail because - of the serious- A 


; GI BiU, and added,' “But I'm 


sure that wiH be terminated 
nowv* 


I He was informed of his 
I rights and indicated he wanl- 
* ed Ferro to appoint an attor* 


ness of the crime. , v 

The magistrate said a ore- -'J 
liminary hearing would' be .*s 
held April 19 at 2 p.m. jpendihg “ 
approval of McCoy's attorney. , j 
The arrested man was'-lhen | 
taken to the jail by U.8. 
Marshal Royal K. Buttars and ) 
. his deputies. » 

The dramatic skyjacking 1' 
took place on a UAL sched- , j 
uled‘flight from ijlewark, N.J., ^ 
to Los Angeles, Calif., with j 
a stop in Denver, Colo. ) 

The complaint against ; 
McCoy included the following t 
details; . . i | 

When the plane left Denver I 
\ at'•2:36 p.m, Friday it was | 
l^cayprylng x85 passengers; nnd_^^ 
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An unidentt' FBI agent digs In pije of trash in. search of money. 






•Sastrscr-J* - 

;six crew members. Afi B 
beln^ airborne for 30 minutci>,| 
a n':.n wearing a wig, fakelj 
. mustache, mirrored sun glass-^® 
es, a blue .suit and pink shirt,^ 
^Jianded a typewritten note to- 
a stewarijess, Diane M. Surd- 
liam and exhibitei^a handl 
g-'cnade to her. * 

' «rVEN NOTE * 
He f'' i tier to take an env©*] 
lope to (ite pilot. It contained, 
a note which said "Grenade; 

Plff PuUed — Pistol" along’ 
with a bullet, a grenade pin! 
and a regular F^eral Avia*, 
tion Administration flight plan' 
form. i 

The skyjacker shook his' 
)iand containing the grenadej 
atJ tfie stewardess as he ga^ 
heir jjistructidn^. "V 

flight plan directed thj^‘ ' 
^Trtraft’s pilot to fly to Saii; 
JVancisco instead of Losj 
jAngeles, The skyjacker alsol 
demanded $500,000 in ransom 
and four parachutes in other 
notes after the plane landed,, 
OTHER ORDERS ^ 

. Notes also ordered the pilbt^ 
to have the craft refueled fWv 
Bix hours flight and to haV* 
all the passengers’ luggagi 
removed. 

' A passenger, William Rich] 
ard Coggin, said the skyjacki 
fr told hirr. to report to the 
ftaptain of the plane as the 
craft sat f.i the ground with 
an the passengers stiU Inside. 
>^^e<aptain told Coggin that 
skyjacker, had ordered 
Coggin to leave the plane and( 
pickup from the ground near 
the aircraft some luggage and ’ 
parachutes which .had been 
delivered there by the air¬ 
lines. 

; LUGGAGE, CHUTES 
•: Coggin brought back on the 
plane a large blue piece of 
luggage belonging to the sky¬ 
jacker, some parachutes and 
two large briefcases con¬ 
taining the ransom money. 

The skyjacker then handed 
the stewarfesses another note 


•If.'-1 


I 


EXPLOSIVE HINOTD| 
One of the notes said that if 
chase planes were observed 
following the airliner, thd sky¬ 
jacker would detonate ah ex¬ 
plosive In the jetilner after he 
parachuted out. 

One of the notes also stated 
Oiat If any of the crew, partio 
ularly the stewardesses, 


turned around to observe the ; 
skyjacker, "It would be a long 
fall without a parachute." 

The skyjacker also ordered 
that all of his notes and flight ‘ 
plans be returned, but Mrs^ 
Surdam kept one hand-writteri 
note, which was later tumeq 
over to the FBI. j 

Near Utah the plane was or-j 
dered to fly from the vicinity 
of Marysvale, Puite Countyj 
-.ordered aU the passen-. toward the Salt Lake « 

off the plane. It read: ' ^ 

‘‘Evervbodv off now except Fairfield, Utah Couptyj 

sSS, - th “stay Ay 


Get the hell off the GDI! Be 
quijpk. about it — use this 

the plane took off at 


erly toward Price. - , 

The rear door to the planq 
was open at this time and a 
few minutes after turning 
.. . toward " Price the crew rej 


y ported that the skyjacker was 

longei* Inside toe aircraft] 

I plane Ibi'n turned' 

^jjpltom^/*y-«yer.Tonopah,Nev. ^ Salt Lake Airport 

I I where it landed shortly befor^ 


midnight. As the massive 
ground search started in the 
predawn hours Saturday, the 
FBI vvaS already moving in 
other directions. 

According to the complaint, 
at approximately 9:30 p.m, 
•Friday, McCoy’s sister-in-law 
called Robert Van leperen, a 
Utah Highway Patrol Trooper 
who is a dose friend of 
McCoy. 

Van leperen said she asked 
him if McCoy was on a mis¬ 
sion of some sort. She called 
again at 11:30 p.m. and said 
McCoy was not home and she 
was "scared to death" as 
.McCoy earlier'Jiad talk^ to 
.'her about helpmg him on a 
ikyjacking. ’ '■ . 

■ After' this Van lepifcren 
apparently contacted FBI 
agents. 

The FBI promptly had 

IdcCoy’d off icial Army perwm- 


"nel records pulled in Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. and the' hand-j 
printed skyjacker’s note was 
compared with handwriting inj 
those records. c 

Experts dedared that the 
note was identical with and 
written by the same person as 
toe handwriting in McCoy’s 
offidal records. 

• I 

Pictures of McCoy also . 
were obtained. A number of 
photographs of different peo¬ 
ple were shown to Cos gin by 
the FBI and he identified 
McCoy’s photo as the skyjack- 
er, the complaint stated. 
^Interviews established that 
McCoy is a skydiver, a heli- 
copter pilot who has access to 
FAA flight plan forms,, has 
several pistols and in View of i 
his past military experience, L 
it would be possible for him to I 
have a hand grenade, j 
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ifijacKing Alerr" 
Now Effective | 
At S.L. Airport q 


Precautions aimed at yarding \ 
against hijacking of commercial airliners ^ 
operating out. of Salt Lake Qty Interna- 
' tlonal Airport are in effect, airline offi- i 
dais said Monday. i 

3ut all are reluctant to discuip specif- " 
Ics of these, precautions for fear they will ‘ 
lose their effectiveness. i - i: 

What is dear after a series 'of inter- ^ 
views with idrline and airport officials is t 
that the ^rlihes themselves have Institut- A 
ed certain p^^^cedures to decrease the ’ 
possibility of hijacking and the airport ’ 
has initiated security procedures aimed i 
ftt limiting access to just about all but t 
public areas of the airport. . , 

^0 Commenf ’ 

.x' V 

Gene Lether, a United Airlines (UAL) 
official here,risked about precautions an-* i 
swered with | flat “No comment.” 

To say anything, he added, Would 
mean there would be no security proce-' ^i 
pures, and would-be hijadcers could fig- Vl 
Lre out ways to circumvent themJ !' 

i A UAL flight was hijacked Friday in 1 
“Denver and a Provo man was arrested' ^ 
Sunday after allegedly bailing out of the 
Boeing 727 over Provo with ^00,000 ran-, 
som collected In San Francisco. 

Donald O’Hare, supervisor of Ameri-' ^ 
can Airlines airport services, said, “We ' 
have them (precautions). But we are not 
at liberty to discuss them.” 

Piififile Method !' 

All of the airlines are apparently, 
using the passenger profile method,, 
which involves several steps used by em¬ 
ployes In detecting potential hijackers. ; 

Hughes Air West is using a detection 
device at each gate to screen boarding, 
passengers for devices which may • 
u«d in a hijack attempt. 

Norm Hansen, regional marketing di- ^ 
r^tor for Hughes Air West, declined spe-' 
romment on the device though. He ' 

■ that policemen observe the 
g of nearly every flight leaving 
iiie airport, which serves as a deterrent. 

A Federal Aviation Administration 
spoke.sman in Deni'er said the main 
thrust of present efforts is with the use 
of passenger profUe method, a screening 
baggage and st enned-nn 
-securityat commerdai airports. "^7^ 
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By'Clark Lobb 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Federal Bureau of Investigfatipn head¬ 
quarters in Salt Lake City announced ’ 
casually Monday that agents had placed ' 
in evidence $499,970 taken Sunday from. 
the Provo premises of accused skyjacker •: 
Richard Floyd McCoy Jr. r j 

Tlie money, “almost all in .banlfii, .-i 
straps\and some loose currency,” was|’| 
mentic^ied as the ]<nst of 13 items on the 
second' page of a two-page report re--l| 
leased Monday at 8:30 a.m. in the Post 
Office Building, 350 S. Main. '' V ». 

It was signed by Special Agents 
James D. Downey and l«ote Kinney Jr., , 
Salt Lake Dty. 

After listing clotliing, a watch, two' ; 
typewriters, two'flight suits, a parachute > 
and harness, two helmets, a green cam ^ 
vas bag, pistol, holster and a black ; . 
glove, agents added: 

“Also located in the cardboard box - 
was United States currency, almost all in, j 
bank straps and loose currency, totaling : 
5499,970.”, .i 

Arrested At Home ^ 

McCoy was arrested early Sunday 
morning at his Provo residence, 360, S.> , 
200^ East, and charged with air piracy i 
and “interference with flight attendant.” 
The former count carries a maximum', 
death penalty, The suspect is being held^ 
ir. Salt Lake Dly-County Jail without , 
p . ;Prelimin£i 7 ’ earing is set for ' 
Apnj yj 2 p.;.. before U., S. Ma|^- 
strau: A. M. Ferro in ,the Post.Cffioe ? 
Building, * 


'""Here is.’th'e complete text of the PBli- 
mnouncement (dated Sunday) : 

"FBI agents seized the following ; 
items ipider tlie authority of a search 
warrant signed on April 9, 1972, by U. S. v 
Magistrate A. M. Ferro at Salt Lake?j 
City, Utah. These items were seized from‘> 
the premises of Richard Floyd McCoy 
Jr. at 360 S. 300 East Street, Provo,,,' 
Utah. >1. 

;“One mgn’s brown striped sport coat . 
wi^ Alexandre label. . 

“One men’s Rolex Osterdate, watch, * 
silver in color, with inscription R.' F.e, 
McCoy, Raleigh, North Carolina. , ; , ^ 

Also Seized ' 


I “One electric Smith-Corona typewrit-, 
4er, ini case, with Number MlL-I-16910, » 

. “One electric Smith-Comna typewrit- ' 
er, in case, Model Electra 120, Number ,5 
MIL-M6910 (an agent said it seemed 
Tikely there was a typographical error in ,^ 
the listing of tiie sdme serial number for 
both typewriters, but added he was, not i 
sure). 

“One^ green military type flight syit> 
with two. aerial flare cartridges In j 
pocket. 

“One military flight suit, green in , 
color, type Number CWU 1/P. 

V - “One black parachute harness manu- 
factured by Security Parachute Co., 

San, Leandro, Calif. ' ' > 

“One parachute, blue and white,, some ‘ 

S ed trim. g 

“Ope military cahvas green bag man-^i 
factured by Eastern Canvas Products,- I 
nc., 11/19©, Numbw S460-606-8366. - , . 


(vrf 
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4 “One blacl| helmet, crash type| with 
ite strap sn^p-on back, 

VOne military green 'helmet, jump 

ti^e. 

“One large cardboard box con tainin g 
various items of clothing,, a pisto^, hol¬ 
ster and a black glove. 

Money in Bank Straps 

Also loca^d in the cardboard box 
was United States currency, almost all in 
bank straps ^d some loose currency, 
ptaling $499,976.”; : ' ^ ^ 

I RusseU p.^ Calame,’ Salt Lake City 
[agent in charge, said he could not add 
ianythlng to the. list and refused to an- 


swer Questions as to whether the money ■ 
was marked, why the amount seteed was 
$30 less than the $500,000 listed: Sunday • 
as ransom' paid or any other query. 

The 29-year-old McCoy,: a junior at 
Brigh^ Young University i majoring in 
law enforcement, was arrestedi 'ivithout 
mcident. He was dressed in Utah i^:my 
^lational Guard fatigues in preparation 
for .Guard drills Sunday, He w^s as¬ 
signed .to Headquarters, Headqohrters 
Co., 115th Engineer-Group, Murra^r, and 
was a 'helicopter pilot, said Maj. GemC 
hfeurice L. Watts, Utah adjutant general,) '' 
■ yhe suspect also was reported to have, 







beon a regular weekend skydiver at Alta 
Sky Park, 8700-17tti East, Sandy. 

McCoy’s arrest dimmed a search of 
^several Utah counties by ground, air and 
■''\vater-aXter a hijacker bailed out of a 
United Alr~T3nes J27 Jet In the Provo 
’ area late Friday night. 

Crew Beporfs Threat 

. 'Hie crew reported the man threat- 
^ eneiJ to blow up the plane with plastic 
''^£xpIosives a’d a hand grenade if he did 
not receive $500,000 and four parachutes 
after the Newark, N. J., to Los Angeles 
bound aircraft was rerouted to San Fran¬ 
cisco upon the skyjacker's written 
demands, forwarded to the pilot by a 
■ stewardess. , 

The FBI annpuiiced in the complaint 
that the money :and 'chutes were taken i 
aboard in San ^Francisco. Eighty-five 
passengers and one of three steward¬ 
esses were allowra to leave the jet with 
their luggage. l}ie hijacker then forced 
the crew to fly oyer Nevada and Utah 
gpdr apcording to the complaint, jumped 
over Provo, 

Mere than 399 law enforcement off!- 
l§d by tho fM, soQured and 
dagtefti Utah bounties Saturday tmtll 
mldaftemoon. Surveillance was estab¬ 
lished at the McC^y hcnne and the arrest 
was made Sunday about 5:30 a.m. 

Using their - warrant, FBI agents 
searched the McCoy house, garage, yard 
and flvo automobiles. About 5 p.m. Sun- 
day, pine agents left the house calling 
four large cardboard boxes, and two 
black overnight bags. They loaded the 
evidence in their vehicles ^d eight drove 
back to Salt Lake City headquarters. The 
ninth was stationed in Provo. 

The FBI refused to comment on what 
was found on the premises, indicating a 
release was being pr^ared for clearance 
In Washington, D. C. Late Sunday, FBI 
headquarters ip the nation’s capital 
•announced a statement would bO /i^e 
Monday, 

, , Mr. Calame said the delay was be¬ 
cause of thorough diecking of the evl- 
denpe.^ ' 

'-It takes a lohg time to count and 
recount nearly $500,000," he said. 

>,: It was lear^ th^. It; to^ ^agcuits ,^ 


most of Sunday nighf'do' count thea^ 
/ money. Also, the FBI was ; required tor 
' present a list of evidence to the magi-l 
strate before making a public statement.^ 

Meanwhile, it appeared McCoy was 
flying a Utah Army National Guard ^eli-v - 
copter on the fringe of the massive ^ 
search for the hijacker Saturday motn- . 
ing-*nd getting paid for it. ! 

Maj. Gen. Maurice L. Watlis, Utah ad- 
' jutant general, said McCoy ^ported at 
Guard hangars on the east side of Salt' 
Lake City International Airport for ET—; 
equivalent training. The general said this 
means making up duty for training time 
b^od. , ^ ^ 

Suspect flies Copter 

He said McCoy (a warrant officer In 
the Guard) flew a Guard photographer to 
Camp Williams at 10:30 a.m., close to a 
; 200*raan search for a suspect in the 
Provo area which extended to Fa^eld, 
Utah'County, 15 miles west of ®amp i 
Williams. ( I 

Gen.‘ Watts sgld the photograph gp {eld f 
him Monday the pair flew tp Qump WiU f 
liamsi and returned. They did not go souflt ’ 
of that area. , / 

MbCoy and the phetoirapher retutned 
to Salt Lake City about 11:30 a.m. and ; 
the suspect was met by FBI agents, who ^ 
questioned him attiie airport, Gen. ^atts ^ 
said.! I 

The agents apparently let him go until 
the arrest Sun^y mormng. 

.; Fe^ow Guardsmen said McCoy • 
seemra at ease and under no streqs dur- 
ing the Saturday training duty,; 

Vietnam Army Service 

Gen. Watts also released McCoy’s mil¬ 
itary l^cord. It showed he seWed two •; 
hitches in Vietnam — May 11 to Nov. 23, ■ 
1964, a^ a demolition specialist with spe¬ 
cial forces (Green Berets) and another , 
one-ye^ assignment after being appoint- " 
ed wa^ant officer pilot in 1967, He also 
served two years In Germany alter Viet¬ 
nam. ; 

The; report showed he rec^ved flvb 
medals for heroism — an Army Com- f 
mendafion Medal with V (valor) Device j 
and a plstinguished Flying Cross — as I 
well as the usual med^ awarded for| 
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Said 


■average , 
In Jiunping 


By David L. Beck . ^ 
V. Tribune Staff Writer ' J 
Accused skyjacker Bi6hiffd j 
; r. McCoy Jr. was “an aver- ^ 
|.age jumper ^ . by no m^^ns 
i,an expert,*’ according tp the' ! 
Mnstructor at. Alta Sky pivipg l 
I wnter. , rhi^i 

i' Bill Dause said Sunday ihbt ^ 
I McCoy “just didn’t have^^ thaVj 
l^many jumps” to achieve 
' expert fating. He estimated « 

; McCoy had made between '30'<’ 

. aW 40 jumps over ithe^ lagt "^ 

V year or year and a hali. ’ * ' 

I “He was never an active, i 
jumper but he always wanted •; 
to be. Never had the money ta-^; 
jv spare,” said Mr. Dause. It 
i wsts ^.75 for the plane ride, 

- liofe if ydu haVe ' tb’-lftflni *1 
; squipment. ^ | 

f , Be said McCoy owns his J 
^pwn parachute. , i : ; - f 


likable Person 


Be described the suspect as | 
a “very nice, quite, likable I 
type'parson. He used to stop 
in h#e| occasionally when he,, 
was flying to pick up a .poke 
or sorakhing . . .. ; 

“He was shy, I don’t knoW 
that’s the right word ^ 
boistercjus, not a troublemalc> . | 
er; usually kept iwretty. ^udi [ 
to himself.” 

He described McCoy 
“quite intelligent.”' - - 

Mr. Dause said holding ai<^|! 
planes pp for'T'ansom has be*f! 
come a; popular topic of C 9 rK\f 
versaticin , among skydivers ‘ 
since Dj B. Cooper first pulled < 
the trick last fall. 'j 

“I think anybody associatecl' j 
with parachuting has talked j 
about it; quite a bit.” ' *; 

“One i evening after one 
.'the I ojher attempts was • 
mad^,”i explained the instruc- ' 
tor,' "ij mentioned that this - 
guy had gone about it wrotjg.” ■ 
Talking it over in thejkub- 
house a|t tlie skydiving cekcr 
with about half a dozen junip¬ 


ers, Dause recalled,, he‘ sciiQ 
he would want a sport ohute, f 
not a military one, because j 
the spon type is more ntjtocuT j 
verablej. ' ! 

i.,-. >.wj ■v 
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Remember D. B. Cooper? 
Coast Search Goes On 


WOODLAND, WASH. (UPI) Both men parachuted in the^ 
WliUe a suspect was being dark. 


i ouglit in Utah Saturday in gotli men apparently chose^ 
connection with a ^ $500,000 Boeing 727s because, accotd' 


. hijack "r of an airliner, the jug to Boeing officials, it isl 
; m . .Vrmy were continu- the only commercial airliner! 

se^h of Muthem being used today on which the.s 
» Washington for another sky- (jgor can be opened while in | 
jaoker who got $200,000 in ran- flight to allow a safe para- j 
*, som money under similar cir* chute drop. • ‘ | 

cumstances. / A 727 is equipped with a f 

^ A man idtntified only as P. 'rear door which lowers from - 
I S, Cooper parachuted from a the underside of the fuselage? 
Northwest Airlines Boeing 727 ■“and can be opened while ip*! 
last Thanksgiviiig eyt Mth -fiighL 


^$200,000 he received lit Seattle 
after hijacking tiie plape on a 
' flight from Portland to 
' Seattle. ' 


*Fake Moustache* 

J cooper was described by j 
the FBI as, ‘Vhite, male,! 


No trace of Cooper or the . 6*foot-l, 170-175 pounds, slen-;^ 
money has ever been found. mid-40s, ohye ^m- ? 

A plexion." Composite drawings« 

^ 

.Itos ^ing m Friday on a '"jJ^T^^escribed a.^ 


flight from Denver to’ Los „ 

Angeles and received $500,000 
in "ransom money in San 
Francisco moustache. 

’ ' Both men were described am 


(jet 4 Paraclmtes 


being very calm and cool dur 


Coop<’r asked for and re- the i entire operation. 
ceived four parachutes while stewardess on ^ei flight 
the plane was on the ground Por hijacked said at first sh^' 
' in Seattle. Johnson also got thought the man was going to 
four parachutes In San Fran- “make a pass” at her but in-* 

stead he handed her a note to 
Both men released all the take to the pilot telling him^ 
passengers after receiving there was a bomb aboard. , ; 
their money and parachutes. Johnson also pas^ to ^ 
-I Bbfh hijacked airliners were stewardess a note to take t 
IjfcdloWed by JUr/Force plUin ^. the c aptain. ■ 
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j Provo Police Chief Jesse | 
I Evans said the massive all- j i 
'■ night search of the Provo and^ 
[Utah Lake area was halted| 
f this morning after the' FBlJf 
I told him it had a lead on alt 
! suspect. ■ ■' ^ 

I Utah County Sherid Ralph^l 
I (Dick) Chappie said to his ^ 
; knowledge no one was pidced,| 
; up in UtahCloUnty., 


PROVO — Search of the 
Provo areaJor a hijacker ^ho 
parachuted from a United Air 
lines 727 jetliner with $500,000 
ransom Friday night was 
called oft this morning after 
the FBI announced it had a 
lead on a suspect. 

Agents in the FBI office in 
.Salt Lake City would not con- 

[flrm or deny it they had a j Agents id i; 


I \. ■ 

• I 

'!' 1 
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Strdirr of hijacking ordeal shows on laces of crew members, Capt. 0erry |l 
Morg after landin g! »rt, Safe^^ J 


‘ fealt Lake City would not con- ^ The hijacked plane, Flight f 
'mrtn or deny if a suspect had 855, landed at the Salt Late f 
Jbeen taken into custody, but International Airport at 11-50| 
sports of a search continu- p.m. with only its five crew^ 
L i ing near Provo indicated no . members aboard. ^ 

^ ^arrest in the hijacking. Its 86 passengers were al-4 

. The Carbon County Sheriff’s , Jowed off in San Franctecof 
U ^-Oflce in Price said it had not after the sk^cker. paW 
K i ’*^beep alerted to set up any the half ’, million dollars m| 
^ ? roadblocks this morning or small bills and given a map | 
’ ^Join inasearch. ' ber of parachutes. ; 

t Evans said if a suspect is The nine-hour odyssey 
I taken into custody he would , bpgan over the Rocky 
-not necessarily be charged in tains almost 30 minutes after , 
itJtah, but could be taken to the plane left Denver at 2:36t 
^'any of the points involved in p.m. en route to los Angeles. - 
tthe hijacking. The man, described asi 

i; The hijacker, a cool, bespec- about 30, white, medium build , 
itacled man armed with a', and wearing a wig and.fake ^ 
f pistol and grenade, plunged mustache,' pulled off the 
i into the cold night at about hijacking without ever leaving 
^11:^ p.m. with tiie half mU- his seat. He took over the 
Ilion dollars and a bugged par- plane aiid handed typewritten 
laclnite.^ ^ ^ »oted {to a stewards wm 





^arripd them to the pilot 

I Jle ordered the plane divert¬ 
ed to San Fratipifioo where the 
craft sat at the far end of a 
runway for three hours while 
the airline provided what the 
hijacker demanded four 
pa rn chutes, fuel for 4,000 
miles of flight and $500,000. 

The money, in two suitcas¬ 
es, was placed on a ramp 
about 100 feet from the plane 
^and picked up shortly after 7 
'^.m. PST. The passengers 
^and one stewardess then were 
i allowed to leave the plane and 
[it took off at 7:41 p,m* PST, 
i headed east. 

^ After leaving San Francis- 
^co, the pilot, 'Capt. Gerry D. 
Hearn of Los Angeles, was or- 
; dered to fly over soutiiem 
f Nevada. There was an errone- 
: ous report, from the FBI that 
^the hijacker had bailed out 
'“'over Wilson Creek, Nev. It. 
^was believed the man may 
/have pushed;a dummy para? 
“ chute out thf^. 

The plane' then zigzagged 
^ over southeriji Utah aa the 
pilot was given several direc- 
liions by the hijacker. 
tlAn airline ^kesmas in 


7th Aftempt: 
In 5 Months: 


The hijacking Friday . 
night of a United Air Lines' '■ 
jetliner was the seventhi.' 
time in just under five; • 
months that parachutes and' ’ 
ransom figured in 'airlineS 
piracy. 7-I 

Only one of the six other" 
parachute-mnsom hijackerir' 
has not been apprehended-', 
— a man who gave the:.- 
name D. B. Cooper.. v 
He bailed out of a North* 
\vest Airlines ,727 last'^ 
Thanksgiving Eve some-'-^ 
where between • Seattle,‘ 
Wash., and Beno, Nev., with’ 
$200,000 of: the, airline’s - 
money. - ' j 


Denver, Don Canaulte, said 
/'He keeps giving the crew 
new headings. I think it 
sounds like he’s reading>a 
map, just like I ani. We don't 
know what he’s got planned or 
why he’s coming' hack this, 
way.” . * 

The pilot radioed that* the 
hijacker bailed out at 11:25 
p.m. near Provo. 

After landing at the Salt 
Lake Airport, the pilot then 
tbok off in another plane to, 
drop flares over a marshy 
area just south of Utah Lake' 
near where the hijacker had 
leaped out. 

Airline officials said tlie 
mga used the name T. John¬ 
son in buying the ticket. He 
was reported wearing mir-' 
rored sunglasses, a pink shirt 
and a blue pinstripe suit. One 
report indicated he donned 
jumpsuit before bailing out. 

At a news conference later' 
4ir Salt Lake Qty,‘ Hearn, a 
UnitM^ilQt for 17 years, said 
the hijacker "apparently took/ 
ali of .the ransom with him.”- 

He refused commit on the' 
planer’s altitude and speed be¬ 
tween San‘ Francisco and Salt 







■■ 

1 




’ reading abwt 

he said. 


f ’ * I* *'r' ‘-V '' ’ lU* 

;lieved hUri’" vfheii he' made 


Hearn said the hijacker 
claimed he had "plastic explo¬ 
sives, hand grenades and 
two handguns." However, he 
, said crew members saw only 
■one gunh 


Hearn said 
'aswmbled in 
when the man 


of the crew saw him, but said 
they could tell;from the way 




the crew ‘ Was 
the cockpit 
jumped. None 


sons Vnt remaned, on ! board ^ i 
l^ifht dSSi from its origin in'] 
Newark. 


The pilot said he had no 
'personal Contact, with the 
.rhan. 


"The only contact I had was 
through instructions in an en- 
\'elope delivered by a stew¬ 
ardess," he said. Some wit¬ 
nesses said the notes were all 
prewritten and he just handed 
them to the stewardess, Diane 
Surdam, 24, Los Angeles. 

>: ' She told newsmen,. ."We be- 


thj craft react^ 

In addition to Hearn, the 
male crewmen iincluded First 
Officer ' K R.; Bradley and 
. Second Officer jK, W, Owen. 
Tlie other sjewardess on 
heal’d was Margie^Newby. 

All but three )Of the 3(1 pas¬ 
sengers had begirded in Den- 
..‘Ver,, where ai|rline ‘ offieijEds 
.said the only se^curity precau- 
’ tion was a chejek of passen- 
' gers against- ai "profile” of 
hijAcker chara^erl^Cs. Ihe 
aiiline did^nct immediately 
know the sex of (the three per¬ 


Kearly all the passengers |j 
Were unaware they were ^ 
teing hijecketf Friday until . ; 
they were on the groupd 
San Frahdsco. 

Robert Malnthow, a• 
20-year-old student at Denver 
University, said,. "All these‘5*^ 
weird t h i n g s began to 1 
happen" shortly after the 'j 
•craft took off from DenVei'. ' 
FORCED TO S.F. 



I 


Photogrophfir^' .flashbulbs af* bewildefing for 
|rqungsfer. qtbonfl ,■ W passengq rs, 


"We were supposed to land 
:in (Grand Jun<jtiDn, Colo., be- ' 
cause we had;, problems with 
' the enpne, and then the en--. 
gine' fixed itself," he said. 
"Then We were supposed to. •' 
dand in Los Angeles, but there 
was - too. much smog or fogl 
and we came to San Francis- 

CO.” 

He said ' most ‘of the passen- _ 
gers leained what was goihg * 
on after the plane landed, fte i 
said he wa« sekred "while we'] 
were on' the ground. In the-| 
air, we didn’t :know what was^| 
happening." 

BIG MANHUNT | 

The hunt for the hijacker in ? 
the Provo area involved the! 
largest number of officers!) 
participating in,any manhunt)^ 
since Utah Highway Patrol' 
Trooper Charles Warren waa ^ 
wounded after ^topping a sto-^ 
len car ^ west of Springville»» 
several years ago. 

Scores of officers hunted fof? 
the suspect throughout 3ie^ 
night and they were relieved'^ 
by a large contingent of High-I 
way Patrol officers, sheriff’s! 
deputies, j Jeep Patrol mem i 
^rs andj reserve officers atd 
" ylight today. • 

Reports of a mysterious hel- 
lopter flashing a light in thef 
lilout area gave rise to speoO^ 
'illation that a heliw^ter;*; 
might have been waiting for ' 
th^ hijacker. 

.A radio signal device plant¬ 
ed in the hijacker’s parachute 








1 








ied s^rchers to mud flats, 
about ^ight miles west of 
ptovo.; 

I'A spokesman at Hamilton’. 
Air Force Base north' of San 
^lYancisco confirmee^ today’ 
that a C130 Afr Force plane 
had followed the airlinhr on 
.its flighjt over Nevada and • 
Utah. 

He laid a “beeper signal*'- 
’came ^^rom skies near the 
^ ■jetliner over Nevada. But he’ 
,-said' there was no way' of 
' knowing immediately if ithe 
N gurmian tossed out a bugged 
^parachute in an attempt to- 
i torow the plane off his trail. 

NO COMMENT 

The FBI would not discuss 
•■the Air Force report or sayi 
‘ What had happened to the 
* other parachutes handed over- 
Ho the-hijacker in San Fran- 
I cisco. ' ■ . j 

' A Federal Aviation Admin- 
- istration spokesman said no ‘ : 


C 0 g g.i n, 21, Sacramento, 1 
whom he was escorting to San j 
Quentin, was picked, with a.l 
United Air' Lines employe, to 4 
go-out and bring back the two *1 
suitcases. .. ’.J 

BBOUPHT ABOAED | 

After the money was/^ 
brought aboard the plane, the; 4 
hijacker ordered Coggin to go. j 
to the first-class cabin but ^ 
told Gonzales to stay in the j I 
coach section. , ' 

Gonzales said he andj; 
Coggin were sitting immedi-| i 
ately..in front of the hijacker;' 
and that he noticed just after 
take-off from Denver that tiie ‘ 
man was acting suspiciously.. 
Then, he said, he saw the » 
hijacker give the first note to I ^ 
another passenger and teu j j 
him to give it to a stewardestj.! ; 


parachutes were found on the -^ 
/jetliner after it iahded in Salt j 
Lake City. 

After the hijacked planej^* 
'landed in San ^ancisco, the A 
i.hijacker . Chose a prisoner vi 
•: under escort by a (!)alifornia \1 
correctional officer tb go out 1 
and pick up the ransom-' 
‘[money. 

4 Officer Joseph Gonz^es ^ 
; |Baid the prisoner Wil liam R..; 
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(Mount Clipping tin Spoco Bojow) 


TAe Big Question^ 
Where’d He Lahd?k 



Just where could the' 
.hijacker—”A. T, JohnBon”-!| 
lhave landed after be bailed 
|from the 727 Jet Friday night?.' 

That question, of course, W i 
ifbeing asked by everyone,! 
iinduding FBI agents, law 
enforcem«it officers in Utah| 
and the news media, \ 

f The drama began earlier' 
jIViday afternoon when a" 
hijadter, described as a swar-1 
bespectacled man with a 
^inustache, took over a Boeing 
’727 jetliner minutes after itj 
left Denver for Los Angeles. 

1 Half Millitm Dollars , 

r. Jtfter flying to San Francis-! 
|0, the plane refueled, fou4^ 
’parachutes and a half million!: 
dollars in money were loaded^ 
and the passengers were re*:; 

= leased. The hijacker flien-'j 
-vfOrced the pilot to fty back-l 
over Utah, where it orbited ■■ 

; several times over Fairfield, * 
just west of Utah Lake. ^ 
A spokesman for the Feder-* 
-al Aviation Administrationr; 
said the best theory was that j 
the hijacker jumped over/ 
»I*rovo at an altitude of 16,000' 
'feet. The jet was traveling^ 
south by southeast at 180 ^ 
knots, officials said. 

V United Air Lanes offidapit in 
,San Francisco added, 
would seem that the hljaddn^^ 
iwas well thought out, wem • 
[planned and he obviously ha^ 
(a lowwledge q(. parachut^.j||| 


I' ■ Stndglit Xfoiraf ' s ' j 

; ^e question ^en, is, didl 
tile hijacker guldq hhnseU two] 
I or jthi^ miles fr^ where hep 
iqumped, and if so, in which^ 

* direction? or did be guide - 
: himself straight down? i 
[ Checking with ^vid Keld^j 
^a skydivHf at Alt4 &port Para-I 
: chute Club, STOt^-lTth Kast, tiie| 

angers to tlie question 
. depend Upon a j number of! 
^things — the type tof parachute^ 
^used,- the spe^ dnd direction^ 
of the wind, the direction tiie‘ 
hijacker' wanted I to go, how ; 

* long he was in a |iree-f^ and j 

^t What altitude he opened his^ 
^chute|. ; , 'j 

CiViiig rough estiftialtes he 
expledned the possibilities. ] 
.tor example, he; said, free>i 
falling izimi a pldw travdingl 
iouth b^ i southeast'at 


opened his^ 


Istiinaltes he 
ipossibilities,1 
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; . - ^ jg % 

^ knots, the hijacker, for the. 
r first few seconds would have 
i' a tendency to be unstable^! 
F tr*sveling the same direction^ 
1. as the airplane. 

!: MileBedins 

p 

,. He could free fall straight 
down, eagle*spread, or he 
could “track" — a skydriver 
term for moving in a slightly 
I horizontal fall in whatever 
direction the body is posi- 
j tioned in. , 

,Assuming, Mr. Reid contin- 
.:Ued, that lithe hijacker freefell 
to about 4,000 feet, and 
depending nn if he “tracked" 
or not, he could be within a 
i one-mile radius of where he 

■ jumped from the plane. 

If the hijacker pulled his 

' Chute at the 4,000 foot level* 

' ^nd depending on the type of 
iphute it w^ and the dhraction 
ind speed/he could travel —• iO; 
r any direction — anothpr rnile^^ 
or two. i ^ 

f Wind direction and speed do! 

’ not have much effect on a,l 
free-falling body, Mr. Reidf 
(plained, but it can carryj 
certain .types of paTachut^ 
“tiuite a distance.” ' 

If the diute was a military^ 
t»ie, he added, the hijacker 

■ would . have. come ‘ almost 
straight down from where h^ 
stopped free - falling — jus 

■ about a mile from where hjl 
jumped. 

^ l>epend8 oi| Chute 

■ But if the chufe was a high- 
I performance canopy para- 
h chute, it could have carried 
f him “at least another mile,” 

& Mr. Reid said, depending 
upon the wind speed and 
I;' direction, and the direction 
the hijacker wanted to go. 

’ The FBI had no comment 
when asked what type of 
^-chute the hijacker used. 

The National Weather Serv- 
F Ice said the wind speed at ^ 

L p.m. at the Salt Lake Interna-. 

F tional Airport Friday was' 

1 ;' docked at 7 miles-per' hour, 
and coming from !toe south. 

At this speed, Mr. Reid 
said, with a high-performance 
canopy chute, and moving in 
this direction, the hijacker 
could veiy easily have trav¬ 
eled. ovee two miles from 
^where he.jumped from the 
^ plane..; —- mi 















F^vo and Orem Police Imddle BYU Security | '.intei^sivjp seardi for does to skyjacker who was 

Officers early Saturday to get instructiooa f^r { to parachuted near Provo Airport 
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Amm* 

TO: DIHSCTOB^ FBI 

ATTN: imi UBORATOKT 

fBCtt: aAC» ST. LOOIS (X64*»HPSC-M) P. 


U2fXTS3> AtBSstSXn FLIOBT 855^ 
I3tS»V2E TO U9S A3GSI^ 
4-7-72 

HUACCm 
OOt ZJenmr 


te ^xreas taX call to SL 4-8-73 and SL aad SU 
t«l calls 4-8-72. 


Snelossd for thio FBI laboratory ara the follosing 
orlslaal docoaests containing bandvritli^ azid handprinting 
speclmnSy £ro& tho Ar&y servlcs record of EX€3SA83E> FLQTD 
BC COT, JB., ASK 14 706 789, SSAH 237-66-2779, on file at 
SPBC-M, St. Ixmijs, So.: 

^ 1) Boport of BedicaX History dated 11-3-60. 

3) Bepert of Sedical History fora dated 3-7-62. 

3) Arsied Fcarcos Secisrlty Questlon^ixe dated X-3-67. 

4) Servlcei&an^s Statement Concerning Application 
for Cosipensation from tie Veterans Adcinlstration dated 
3-18-TO. 


3 - Bureaa (via courier, 2ae. S) 
3 •. Denver. 

( 3 ^ Salt X.a£ai City 
3 - St. Louis 
' WGtmc 
9 


• -T 



\ 




SI. 1S4-HPBC-M 


5) Sepandsnt Bedleal Care and 00 Forss 1173 
Statesxiaty dated 3-X0>«70* 

' 0} AckaovXedseeent of Service Obllgatloa 
Under WfS aiid S Act (etc.) dated 3^1^. 

7) Statanent of Understaoding of Anlgiseent, 
(atc»)t dated 

3) Oeeignation of Beneficiary Fora dated ll**34F-d4 

Tbe FBI Xeboratcry ie r^ueetad to condoet 
approi>rlate caB|>arlsoa ^caainatioa with pravioiteXy salmitted 
gueetiooed specijmetia. Bea^Xts ruioe^ not be furniaited 
St. X.OU1S. 


Bvreati note inaagaucb as enclosures are original 
docuBteots froia t be service record, tbey should be returned 
to St. Louis fear return to the record laaediateXy folloetag 
exaBlnation. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date of tronscription 


April 8, 


1372 


I I United Airlines ^ ^ 

(UAL) was interviewed and furnished the following information: 


I I stated that between 4;10 and 4:20 p.m. b7C 

on April 7, 1972, she received a telephone call from 
a male whose voice sounded as though he were in his 20 *s. 

I ^ dvised that this caller requested information 

-Ining to flights frcmi Denver to Salt Lake City. 

I I advised that the caller was told there were two 

flights en route to Salt Lake City and stated that these 
flights would arrive at 5:30 p.m. on April 7, 1972, and 
8:25 p.m. on April 7, 1972, 


I I then stated that the caller asked the 

following question, ’’Havenyou had a plane i ^at was b/c 
hijacked to/over Salt Lake City from Denver?” | 
advised that she cannot recall whether the callftP P&c^uested 
whether this craft was hijacked to Salt Lake city or 
over Salt Lake City. 


Inasmuch as she had received no inf ormation 
pertaining to a hijacking in progress,!{advised 
that she informed the caller that UAL haa no hijacking 
in progress nor did any other car-p-i e-n based in Denver b/c 
have a hijacking in progress. I a-h -hTina time 

that the caller said, ”0h, yeah. Okay.” j advised 

that when this statement was made the t one of rhe 
caller’s voice inferred sarcasm to her. I l advised 

that she did not receive any further calls pertaining 
to a hijacking in progress until approximately 5:00 p.m. 
when a call was received from the ”San Francisco Chronicle”. 


I { stated that this call had been received 

on the Sait Lake City identifier, which indicated to her 
that the caller had dialed a Salt Lake City telephone b/c 
number to obtain the information. She stated that when 
this Salt Lake City number was dialed the call was 
transferred tdirectly to the Denver UAL office. I I 

advised she had no indication as to the exact location 



this document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 







DN 164-120 
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I 1 advised she heard no background noice, b7 

that the caller had no accent or slur in his speech, 
but that he did sound like a male approximately in his 
20’s. 
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AIRMAIL _ 

(Priority) 


TO: 


SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 


L 


FROM: SAC, DENVER (164-120)(P) 

SUBJECT: nMgliB--iVn ■ b7C 

UNITLO AIKlInES flight 855 
DENVER TO LOS ANGELES 
4/7/72 

CAA - HIJACKING 
00: SALT LAKE CITY 

Re Denver telephone calle to Salt Lake City 
dated 4/8/72. 


Enclosed here 
reflecting int erview of 


3-r|i 




4 _ es'F _ T'n_ ^ O O 


Denver, Colorado, 


b' 


Salt Lake City (RMXEnc^ 
2 - Denver 
WMP/sg 
(4) 


b' 


Approved: 



Sent 



M Per 
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Date: 4/10/72 


Transmit the following in _ 
A I R T E L 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


TO: SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 

SAC, OMAHA (164-.NEW) (RUC) 

S^ECT: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR,, 

CAB HIJACKING; 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 

AS newspaper publicity indicated possible involve¬ 
ment of helicopter or more than one person, following coin¬ 
cidental information is furnished for Salt Lake City informa¬ 
tion : 

Lincoln Police Department, 

Lincoln, Nebraska, advised that in checking out burglaries, 
his Department located a rental car abandoned at the Holiday b7C 
Inn west. Vehicle rented thrcmi£i].J£a±±axiaJ--Caa:.^aja±aJ..ajL.^ 

Lincol n Airport on 3/30/72 to|_| 

I FJ Paso, Texas, on an Avis credit card, number 

I and driven less than one mile. In checking 
motel, he found they were holding baggage from two persons 
who skipped out on or about 3/31/72. 


r omml_|had been rented to|_I t 

Beberly Hills, California, at 4:51 p.m. on 3/29/72. 
Telephone calls charged to room were to Ft. Kent, Maine, 
number 994-5992 (14 minutes), and Green Mountain, Iowa, 
number 474-2485 (14 minutes), Room contained sacks of groceries 
and fresh fruit and a suitcase. Suitcase contained $1,000 00 
in $20.00 bills, a handful of Mexican coins, marijuana and 
flight maps of New Mexico, Las Vegas area. Also, Aircraft Blue 


G?- Salt Lake City 
1 - Omaha 
HJO:drae 
( 3 ) 


I SEARCHED , 
SERiAUZED. 


—indexed_ J 

4^-F(L£0.__. 


Approve(j: 


Special Agent in Charge 


M Per 


U. S. government printing OFFICE; 1971 —413—135 







OM 164-NEW 




Blue Book, Pilots Weather Guide, Mountain Flying for Light-^ 
plane Pilots and Publication Trade, a plane which bore label 

I _ .1 -I with Fje ve pv HUI . s a ddress, a notation on a 

I -1612| Jan envelope with a proration 

San Antonio, TeXas, 


paper 


le tter tT'om thi:. PanAw 

to 






-Jrented at 12:08 p.m., 3/30/72, t 
j7 Bast Oran 
lei 


I ——— , 

El Paso, Texas, 79924. 

C 

eli 


f e. New Jersey, with telephone 
(four minutes), 

- ' ](14 


Rn 

to .LOS AngciesL_, , 

I—^-;-J(one minute), and Marshalltown, lowaj 

minutes), Two suitcases in room contained used United Airlines 
ticket from Chicago to Tilnr.nln, number 016:155 714 - 786 _EiijLfl±i± 
639 , on 3/30/72, for | t One suitcase had name 

jaed billf^d with identification f 

I noRl l_^t 


b7C 


Suitcase aign Vijlifnlri 


UTT 


addresses 
business address of 




Teaneck, New Jersey, with 
^ —Lee_ New Jersey, and 

Ft. Lee, New Jersey. 


i 


V'sed[ 


jTst 


l^rshalltown, Iowa,[ 


a pilot, and he was contacted 


ad- 


b' 


last week by some of his flying friends who wanted him to pilot 
a helicopter from Marshalltown to some place out west. They 
were going to deliver the helicopter to Marshalltown on a.m. 
of 4/1/72, but hot ^]jOW up, I I lives in Riirhnnk^ Pal-i o 


TEl, number 213- 


and 


s officd phone is 2134 


2 







•1/12/72 

V 


AIRTEL AIR HAIL 


TO: SAC, DENVER {1$4~120> 

FROM; SAC> SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) (P) 

RE: RICKARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

CAA - HIJACKING; 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLISflT CREW MEMBERS 
00: SU 


Enolosftd for each receiving office is a side view and 
a front view photograph of the subject which were taken 4/10/72 
after his arrest at Salt Lake City, Utah, on 4/9/72. It is noted 
these are black and white, however, colored photos are being 
prepared. 


Receiving offices ©ay desire to use these in their 
investigation. 


2 Denver (Enc. 2) 

2 - Las Vegas <164-72>(Ene. 2) 

2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 2) 

2 - Sacramento (Enc. 2) 

2 - San Francisco (164-2S6)(Enc. 2) 
- Salt Lake City 





4/12/72 




AIRTCL AIR MAIL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 

FROM: SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) (P) 

RE: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

CAA - HIJACKING; 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 
00: SU 


Re Salt Lake City airtel to Bureau (Identification 
Division), dated 4/10/72. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and carbon 
copy of typev/ritten samples taken from Smith-Corona Electra 120 
semi-automatic electric typewriter. Serial No. 6 LEV-121748, and 
original of samples from Smith-Corona semi-automatic electric 
typewriter. Serial No. 6SE 217681. Both typewriters were obtained 
during the search of subject*s residence. Also enclosed is an^ 
original of sample of typewritten specimens, obtained voluntarily 
on 4/8/72. from a Smith-Coron a Coronet Electric typewriter ] | 

[ subject. 

FBI Laboratory is requested to compare these specimens 
with the typewritten flight plans which were obtained during the 
search of the hijacked plane of United Air Lines Flight 855 at 
Salt Lake City, Utah, 4/7/72. 



- Bureau (Enc. 4) 

- Salt Lake City 


CJS:lb 


(4) U 













164-36 


Room 3203 Federal Building 
125 South State 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
April 12, 1972 


Mountain Bell 

175 South Second East 

Salt Lake City, Utah 


Deail 


b7C 


b7C 


In connection with an official investigation being 
conducted by this office, it is requested that telephone toll 
information for Telephone No. 375-2930 listed to Richard Floyd 
McCoy, Jr., 360 South 200 East, Provo, Utah, be furnished 
to this office for the past year. 


It is further requested that the original records 
concerning the tolls and message units be retained as they 
will possibly be needed for evidentiary purposes. 


This matter will be followed closely, and when it 
is determined the records are no longer required, you will 
be advised immediately. 


Very truly/yours, 


// 




RUSSELL P. CALAME 
Special Agent in Charge 




- Addressee 

- Salt Lake City (164-36) 
G:deb j 

( 2 ) . Q 




. 

.-. 


b7C 
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F B I 

Date: 4/12772 


Transmit the following in 


PLAINTEXT _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via TELETYPE _ URGENT _ 

(Priority) 




TO DIRECTOR 

FROM SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 


i- 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.; CAA - HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE WITH 
FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. 00; SU. 


RE SALT LAKE CITY TEL TO BUREAU, APRIL ELEVEN LAST, AND SALT 
LAKE CITY AIRTEL TO BUREAU, APRIL TWELVE INSTANT. 


BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY, PROVO, UTAH, ADVISED THAT ON MARCH 
TWENTYONE LAST, SUBJECT WAS PARTICIPATING IN A SKIING CLASs |~ I 




AT THE SNOWBIRD SKI RESORT, AND WHILE 

SKIING WITHIN 


MC COY HAD A FALL AND EXPERIENCED 


PAIN IN HIS LEG. 


MC COY CALLED 


THE FOLLOWING NIGHT AND ADVISED THAT X-RAYS WHICH HAD BEEN 


TAKEN REFLECTED THAT THE LEG HAD NOT BEEN BROKEN, BUT SPRAINED. 
APPROXIMATELY THREE DAYS LATER, SUBJECT CAME TO 


AND HIS LEG WAS IN A CAST, AND SUBJECT ADVISED HE WAS TO KEEP IT 


CJS:lbp 

(l)jL^ 


_ 

.. 


. 


Approved; 



Sent 




ngent in Charge 











FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 


F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via__ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




(P riority) 


I 

J- 


SU 164-36 
PAGE TWO 


IN A CAST FOR APPROXIMATELY FOUR DAYS. 
OBSERVED SUBJECT SINCE THAT TIME. ‘ 


b7C 

ADVISED HE HAD NOT 


AUSA JAMES F. HOUSLEY, SALT LAKE CITY, ADVISED THAT THE 
FACTS OF THIS CASE WILL BE PRESENTED TO A FEDERAL GRAND JURY AT 
TEN A.M. ON APRIL FOURTEEN NEXT, AND NECESSARY WITNESSES ARE 
BEING ADVISED. 

SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END P 


Approved: 


Sent 


—_M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 










Date: 4/12/72 


Transmit the following in_ PLAINTEXT _ ^ _j 

(Type in plaintext or code) i 

TELETYPE URGENT | 

Via-^^_, 

^ ’ (Priority) j 

-i- -- L 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 

■' SAC, CHARLOTTE 

FROM: SAC,SALT LAKE CITY (184-24) 

NORJAK. 

RE SALT LAKE CITY TELETYPE, APRIL ELEVEN LAST TO 
BUREAU; AND SALT LAKE CITY TELEPHONE CALL TO CHARLOTTE 
INSTANT DATE, 

REVIEW OF RECORDS, WALKER BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, 
INDICATES RICHARD FLO^D MC COY, JR,, SUBJECT OF HIJACKING 
OF UNITED AIR LINES FLIGHT EIGHT FIVE FIVE, APRIL SEVEN 
LAST, HAD MAINTAINED AN ACCOUNT AND HAD LOANS AT WACHOVIA 
BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, RALEIGHV NORTH CAROLINA, AND AT 
THE BANK OF NORTH CAROLINA (BANK IDENTIFIER SIX SIX TWO 
ZERO SIX), KINGSTON, NORTH CAROLINA. MC COY ALSO INDICATED 
IN BANK CARD APPLICATION THAT HE HAD A MASTER CHARGE BANK 
CARD AND A BANKAMERICARD. 



y U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971—413 — 138 


Special Agent in Charge 









FD-36 (Rev. 5.22-64 


) 




F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) H.i. 


SU 164-24 
PAGE TWO 


(Priority) 



L 


)y 


ZIONS FIRST NATIONAL BANK, 


SALT LAKE CITY, DTAH, ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT MC COY HAD 
OBTAINED CASH ADVANCE OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ON MASTER CHARGE 
CARD A DAY OR TWO PRIOR TO APRIL SEVEN LAST. COMPLETE 
DETAILS BEING OBTAINED. 


b7 


INDICATED THAT HE BELIEVES 


MASTER CHARGE CARD HAD BEEN ISSUED TO MC COY BY NORTH 
CAROLINA BANK. 


I_I FIRST SECURITY BANK OF UTAH, N.A. , b /C 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, ADVISED MC COY HAS BANKAMERICARD 
THROUGH HIS BANK. HE WILL PROVIDE PHOTOCOPIES OF ALL 
CHARGE TICKETS ON BANKAMERICARD BY MORNING OF ^RIL 
THIRTEEN NEXT. 

CHARLOTTE IMMEDIATELY CONTACT WACHOVIA BANK AND 
TRUST COMPANY, RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA, AND BANK OF 
NORTH CAROLINA, KINGSTON, NORTH CAROLINA. DETERMINE 
IF MC COY HAD ANY BANK CARD ISSUED BY THOSE BANKS, ANY 
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS, CHECKING ACCOUNTS, LOANS AND SAFETY 
DEPOSIT BOXES. OBTAIN PHOTOCOPIES OF ALL BANK CHARGE 




Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVEHNMKNT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971-413-138 







FD-36 (Rev. 5.22-64) 


F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) I 

___J_ 

SU 164-24 
PAGE THREE 

CARD TICKETS, DETAILS OF DEPOSITS TO ANY SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
LOCATED AND PHOTOCOPIES OF ANY CHECKS DEPOSITED OR DRAWN 
ON ANY OF MC COY»S ACCOUNTS DURING PERIOD OCTOBER NINETEEN 
SEVENTYONE TO PRESENT. ALSO DETERMINE IF SAVINGS DEPOSIT 
BOX LOCATED, ANY DATES OF ENTRY TO SAME. ALSO OBTAIN 
COPIES OF MONTHLY STATEMENTS DURING OCTOBER NINETEEN 
SEVENTYONE TO PRESENT TIME. 

CHARLOTTE SHOULD BE PARTICULARLY ALERT FOR ANY 
WITHDRAWALS OF CASH, CHECKS OR LOANS DURING PERIOD 
IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO NORJAK CASE, NOVEMBER TWENTYFOUR LAST, 
UNSUB SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

P. 

END. 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. government printing OFFICE; 1 971 -•4t 3-1 36 






asA'PPMit(4i cm) 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) (P) 


FROM : SaI 


date: 4/12/72 


subject: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. . “ 

CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKING; 

INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 
(OOiSU) 

' ' ' 

During the night of 4/7/72 and 4/8/72, reporting 
Agent was assigned to the Office to handle telephone calls 
between the Salt Lake City Offiqe and the Bureau and other 
offices and to handle any other telephone calls pertinent 
to captioned case. 

When it was learned that the plane had turned 
north in the vicinity of Marysvale, Utah, writer telephonically 
contacted the Tooele, Utah, SO, and instructed the jeep 
patrol to procede to the Fairfield, Utah, area. Calls to 
^ ni-hPT> ROr alertj lj^ ^ 

Sa I | was conta c'^pf^ instructed to notify 

jeep posses in his area. s A l > was 

instructed telephonically to notify jeep posses in areas 
north of Salt Lake City, Utah. 

When it was determined that the hijacker had jumped 
from the plane ,| the Bureau was 

notified immediately, wnen ix was suosequently leArnfid that—. 

the plane was returning to Salt Lake City. Airnnrt j _| 

was advised of this fact immediately; ancjL_| directed tne 

SU Office to isolate the crew members eis'long as possible, 
have the plane isolated at the Salt Lake City Airport, have 
the bomb squad check the plane before Agents board it ^d 
instruct the bomb squad to be extremely careful in their 
search for any possible bombs to preserve any evidence. 

I lalso advised that he had learned there was a heavy 

box on board the plane which was strange to the crew, and 
there was also a 6” X 6" X 5” white box on the plane which 
the crew knew nothing about. 


JLT:dls 






1 SiMCHCB_mOEXED__ 1 

)iP«12l972 





Buy US. Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 






SU 164-36 




At approximately this time the ASAC of the SF 
Office telephonically advised that the 6” X 6” X 5” box 
contained two north star altimeter with Velcro wrist 
mounts. These items had been requested by the Ijijacker 
and had been placed among the items subsequently taken 
aboard at the hijacker*s direction. 


SA I | was advised of the above and b7C 

proceeded to the.airport to accomplish the directions 
of the Bureau. 


and[ 


A subsequent teleph one call from_^ 

Bureau^""advTsed~TH^ 


b7C 


the SF Agents accompanying cnase planes should be retained 
at SU for use in the search for the ftijacker. Further 
advised that the Bureau was arranging for an artist to 
proceed to LA by plane and requested writer to advise the ^ 

LA Office that the artist will arrive at 11:30 a.m., LA time. 


Writer t 
the LA Office, and 



,lly advised 


of 


_Jadvised that an LA Agent will 

meet the artist when he arrives. In a later telephone call 
it was learned that the crew desired to meet with the artist 
in LA rather than SU and the crew would depart Salt Lake City 
at 12:10 p.m., 4/8/72, on Western Flight 411 and would 
arrive in LA at 12:35 p.m., LA time. 


b 


[ 


SaI |of the LA Office was advised of the 

above fact and stated that the Agent assigned to meet the 
artist will also correlate with United Air Lines (UAL) 
officials in Lbs Angeles so that the witnesses can assist 
in the preparation of the composite drawing. 


&uh££cuent conversation withj 




at 


b7C 


directed the SU Office to organize and 


the Bureau_ _ 

control a massive aerial-ground search team to commence at 
dawn the following morning. He advised that military 
helicopters should be utilized, and any evidence recovered 
should be forwarded immediately by courier to the Laboratory 
at the Bureau, probably by UAL. This information was 
telephonically furnished to the SAC by writer. 


In a subsequent telephone call with i | 

l advised the Salt Lake City Division should advise 
the Bureau f Agents from other offices would be needed 
for the search. This information was furnished to the SAC 
by writer. 


b7C 


-2- 




SU 164-36 


Af fPT^ RTCHA 
a» a suspect J I 


RD FLOYD MC. COY, JR., 
Iwas advised by writer 


.1 


as deve 


Jjoped 


dvised 

that Poloroid pictures of suspect should be furnished 
immediately to the LA Office, inquiries should be made to 
determine toll call records of suspect and the SU Division 
was directed to institute a survfeillance of I I 

I ~| This inforiftation was furnished to the 


b7C 


Suspect's 


5AC 


and appropriat e action was taken. __ 

I -" ' I were placed under surveillance by SAs in 

the Provo area. 

SAC FLETCHER THOMPSON^ Omaha Division, te3pnhnnirfl.1 ly 
i-ha-t- he was sending a teletype concerning a l I 


] who lives in the Dragerton, 


Utah, area. THOMPSON stated that there is no particular 
reason to suspect MAGGIO and this name had been sugg ested 
to him bv l | Ames, 

Iowa. 


b7C 


SA 


__ _ Phoenix Diviiion, telephonically 

advised that he was sending a teletype concerning an b7C 

anonymous call received by Crime Alert of a Phoenix newspaper 
indicating that ”We*ll find what we*re looking for on 
hijacking in Kitchen Johnson Canyon ^ near Kanab. Utah." 

This information was furnished to SA I I of Cedar City, 

who advised he would proceed to the area for anything of 
possible value. 











jie- . .. 

||w|, 






yy»MBK 

•^■TO' 


• k-: V V t- - 




-HS-0geM4 A-plain 
736:;^£.NITEL-4-12-72 NEE 
T^ALT n.ftKE CITY < 1S4-36) 




Mo# LOS A^^GSLES C164-55iJ) , , ‘ ' 

'ij' ' . ' ■ ’■ 

^Kig^FLOVD. vie COY, J.={.,5 CAA DASH HiJACKIf'iS; lt^T£HFES[£NC£' 
CHEW :iET13E^S. 00 SALT LAKE CITY. 

'■ ' _ ' V _._ ,.:.J_ J V . - ■ 

„,.• " 'TVS-" .•;••-■ - ■■-.•■'•„■■■ 

.. ^ ' ; ■ ■ .. -V . 

:-.^yM?SALT lake city tel APHIL twelve INSTAivT,. * ' A.'V :* 


USXT AfiPEARAMGE. 


I I SAIO NO SUSPOE^LA RECEIVED 3UT HAD SEEN .PREVIOUSJL 

. CONTACTED AND PLANS TO REPO.RT TO A'JSA HOUSLEY Iw SALT LAKE,' '' 
I NINE. AM*-APRIL FOU.RTEE'.i i'EXT. 

-'■ ■-=:' SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. . ^ 


LSB- FBI £U Cl5 
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FBI 

. Date: 4/12/72 


Transmit the following in 

TELETYPE 


PLAIN 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




Via 


URGENT 


(Priority) 


TOj director (164-2111) 

LAS VEGAS 

'' P01(TLAND (164-41) 

SEATTLE (164-81) 

FROMt SALT LAKE CITY (164-24) 

NORJAK. 00 SE. 

RE SU TEL, APRIL TWELVE INSTANT, TO BUREAU, SE AND CE. 

REj RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. - SUSPECT. 

INTERVIEW OF ACQUAINTANCES TO DATE OF MC COY GIVE NO INFORMA¬ 
TION REFLECTING MC COY WAS OUT OF PROVO, UTAH, AREA DURING PERIOD 
NOVEMBER TWENTY-THREE TO TWENTY-FIVE LAST. 


MC COY STATED THIS DATE SHE RECALLED HAVING 


b7C 


THANKSGIVING DINNER, NOVEMBER TWENTY-FIVE LAST, AT APPROXIMATELY 
TWO PM, AND MC COY HAD HELPED PREPARE DINNER. 

RECORDS OF FORMER BUREAU AGENT, NOW INSTRUCTOR, BRIGHAM YOUNG 
UNIVERSITY, PROVO, UTAH, INDICATE MC COY ATTENDED CLASS EIGHT AM 
TO NINE THIRTY AM, NOVEMBER TWENTY-THREE LAST. 


©- 


164-36 


RWHfinhe \CK 



Approved: 


Sent 


,M 


Per 


U. S, government printing OFFICE: 1971 -413-138 




Special Agent in Charge 








FD-'Se (Rev. S-22-64) 


I 


F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via -- 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


%'• 


(Priority) 






SU 164-.«4 
PASE TWO* 




\ 


MASTER CHARGE AMD BANKAMERICARD TRANSACTIONS BEING OBTAINED AND 
EFFORTS B^ENG MADE TO DEVELOP INFORMATION CONCERNING POSSIBLE ADDI¬ 
TIONAL CREDIT CARDS UTILIZED BY MC COY. 

NATIONAL GUARD (NG) RECORDS INDICATE NO ATTENDANCE AT DRILLS 
BETWEEN P^OD NOVEMBER TWENTY LAST AND DECEMBER ELEVEN LAST. NG 
RECORDS indicate ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL, FT. CARSON, COLORADO, FEBRUARY] 
TWENTYCEBpJT TO MARCH FIVE LAST, AND TRIP TO DAVIS-MOTHAN I^R FORCE 
BASE, ARIZONAi TO FERRY HELICOPTER TO UTAH, NOVEMBER TWO TO SIX 
LAST. NOi^iFHER TRAVEL LOCATED IN NG RECORDS. 

NO A^ITIONAL INFORMATION DEVELOPED REGARDING TRAVEL OF MC COY 
FOR "DRY RDNS" OR ACTUAL TRAVEL REGARDING NORJAK. - 

MC COY REGARDING LEG INJURY INDICATED b7c 


INTEHVJEW on 


INJURY LBSteriMATE AND INTERVIEW OF 




Ut 


SKI AREA i^RE MC COY INJURED AND OBSERVED MC COY FALL STATED FELT 
INJDRY was legitimate. HOWEVER, MC COY DID NOT RECEIVE BROKEN LEG 


AS SUSPECTW J||t SPRAIN, WHICH REQUIRED HIM TO WEAR CAST FOR PERIOD 
OF APPROXIMATELY FOUR DAYS, THE INJURY HAVING OCCURRED WHILE SKIING 
ON MARCH ttefTY-ONE LAST. 


Approved: 


SpeGlal Agent in Charge 


Sent 


,M 


Per 


U. S. OOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1971-413-138 






FD*'36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 
Via -srr:—- 


• 

FBI 


1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Date: 

V 


I 

1 

i 

1 

-1 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


J 

1 

1 

-1 


(Priority) 


1 

_ 1 


J-- 


SU 164-24 
PAGE THREE. 

' 'V 

INVESTIGATION'TO DATE DOES NOT INDICATE EMPLOYMENT OF MC COY 
IN AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY OR WITH ANY SUBCONTRACTOR IN INDUSTRY. 

TELEPHONE TOLL CALL RECORDS FOR PERIOD SEPTEMBER TWENTY-EIGHT 
LAST TO MARCH TWENTY-FOUR LAST CONTAIN NO OBVIOUSLY SIGNIFICANT 
TOLL CALLS, EXCEPT POSSIBLY FOR COLLECT CALL TO RESIDENCE FROM LAS 
VEGAS TELEPHONE NUMBER SEVEN THREE SIX DASH NINE EIGHT TWO ZERO ON 
NOVEMBER TWENTY-FIVE LAST. LAS VEGAS LEAD SET TELEPHONICALLY. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING TO POSITIVELY ESTABLISH MC COY’S 
WHEREABOUTS NOVEMBER TWENTY-FOUR LAST. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M Per 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971-413-13'' 
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F B I 

Date: 4/12/72 


Transmit the following in 

TELETYPE 


PLAINTEXT 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


NITEL 


(Priority) 


TO LOS ANGELES 

FROfT ?ALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 

s 


i- 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.; CAA - HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE WITH 
FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. 00: SU. 

b7C 

AUSA JAMES F. HOUSLEY, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, ADVISED TODAY 
THAT THE FACTS OF THIS CASE WILL BE PRESENTED TO A FEDERAL GRAND 
JURY AT SALT LAKE CITY AT TEN A.M. ON APRIL FOURTEEN NEXT AND 
THAT 


WHO RESIDES m 


LOS ANGELES, TELEPHONE 


] AND WHO WAS THE 


ON FLIGHT 


EIGHT FIVE FIVE, IS A NECESSARY WITNESS. LOS ANGELES IS REQUESTED 
TO MAKE SURE THAT SHE IS NOTIFIED OF THIS FACT. 

SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END P 


CJStlbp 






m:m ... 

FILED 




Approved: 



Sent 


gent in Charge 




,M 


Per 
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F B I 

Date: ^/ 12/12 


Transmit the following in 


PLAINTEXT 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




Via 


TELETYPE 


NITEL 


(Priority) 


L 


TO 


FROM 


DENVER (164-120) 

LAS VEGAS*^(164-72) 

L0S ANGELES^ 

SACRAMEI^TO ^ 

SAN FRANCISCO ^<164-256) 
ST. LOUIS 

SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.; CAA - HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. 00: SU, 

OFFICES RECEIVING THIS COMMUNICATION ARE REQUESTED TO PREPARE 
REPORTS COVERING THE INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO DATE IN THEIR 
DIVISIONS. IT IS REQUESTED THESE REPORTS BE EXPEDITED IN VIEW 
THAT PRELIMINARY HEARING HAS BEEN TENTATIVELY SET FOR APRIL 
NINETEEN NEXT AT SALT LAKE CITY. Tendenc^^ 

END P 
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*1*1 


■'Sk,/' t ^ ■...;, ' ■ I • . ■ ■ ';■■ .. ' ■ 

^wr'i. ' - .• ■' ■■■■ ■'■ ^ 

’«&;:'|.0S ANGELES'--■ y „■ - 

^V:,_»ACRAI^ENTOi; ; • • 

i[\ ' ' ■ .'■■V ^ 

rt'.!,. SAN FRANCISCO- (1-64-256) 


ST. LOUIS 


salt LAKE CITY (164-36) 




interference;- 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIGE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


3203 Federal Building 
125 South State Street 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
April 12, 1972 


Dear Chief 


I would like to take this opportunity to 
express my sincere appreciation for the asistance which 
you and members of your department rendered to the Salt 
Lake City Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
during the recent hijacking of United Air Lines Flight 
No-. 855. 


Once again this excellent cooperation de¬ 
monstrated by law enforcement agencies in the State of 
Utah resulted in the identification and subsequent 
arrest of Richard Floyd McCoy. 


Sent to Chiefs of Police: 
Springville, Orem, Provo, 
Payson, Spanish Fork, 

Salt Lake City, and 
Security Police, BYU, Provo. 



Special Agent in Charge 


(Q 


1 / SU 164-36 
S:MEN 


‘IM^ 






A ^ 


3203 Buildiiig 

12S South St«t« Street 
Salt Laka City, Utah 
April 12, 1972 


b7C 


Utah Highway Patrol 
.pepartaent of Public Safety 
121 Stata Capitol Building 
Salt Lake City,'Utah 84114 

D«.i l I 

X would like to taka this opportunity to 
axprass ay appreciation for the aBSistanca you and 
your officers rendered to the Salt Lake City FBI Office 
during the recent hijacking of United Air Lines Flight 
Ho. 8SS. 


The cooperation and assistance rendered by 
your departaent in fuzmishing planes to search the 
area around the airport in Provo, Utah, and in setting 
up road blocks was of great value; also T wnuld nartl- 
cularly like to coaaend I I 

for the outstanding manner in which he directed your 
officers in the search and the road blocks. 


This excellent cooperation demonstrated by 
all law enforcement agencies in the State of Utah 
certainly assisted in the early identification of the 
individual responsible for the hijacking. 


Idressee 
SJ ^ 164-36 

cjTTmen 






Special Agent in Charge 
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-',(iiJlhi?„„„:.„ LABORATORT ■'' * ’• 

FEDERM. BUREAU OF INVESnOATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

To, SAC, Salt LAke City (164-36) Date; 

FBI File No. 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR.; Lab. no. 

UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT NO. 855 
DENVER, COLORADO, TO 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
4/7/72; 

CAA - HIJACKING 

speoii^^tis i^ceived 4/8/72 froifl FBI, Salt Lake City: 

V 

N' 

Q1 Handpprinted'note on yellow, slip of paper beginning 

"Ever body off now except ending Use this runway" 

Q2 PILOT’S PREFLIGHT CHECK LIST bearing typewriting beginning 
"GJT" and ending "WHEN YOU REACH DENVER, YOU ARE ON YOUR 
OWN" 

Q3 PILOT'S PREFLIGHT CHECK LIST bearing typewriting beginning 
"FFU" and ending "SEAT POCKET NEXT TO ASISLE, 2ND SEAT ON 
RIGHT SIDE OF A/C" 


April 11, 1972 

D-72 04 08 001 
b~72 04 08 002 
D-72 04 09 001 
D-72 04 09 002 
PC-H 6053 BX 




Q4 Two small pieces of twisted wire accompanying "ALSO SUBMITTED" 
mirror 


ALSO SUBMITTED: Contents of waste containers, paper material 

from hijacker's seat, latent lifts and pieces 
of mirror 


Specimen: received 4/9/72 from FBI, Salt Lake City: 

Qll PILOT'S PREFLIGHT CHECK LIST bearing typewriting beginning 
"MLF" and ending .TAKE OUT NEW FLT PLAN-REPLACE IT WITH 
THIS ONE" 


Specimens received 4/8/72 from FBI, St. Louis: 


K1 Eight documents containing handwriting and hand printing of 
RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. further described below: 






|) ll 


1) Report of Medical History dated 11/3/69. 

2) Report of Medical History form dated 3/7/62. 

3) Armed Forces Security Questionaire dated 1/3/67. 

4) Serviceman's Statement Concerning Application 
for Compensation from the Veterans Administration 
dated 3/10/70. 


(over) 
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5) Dependent Medical Care and DD Form 1173 
Statement, dated 3/10/70. 

6) Acknowledgement of Service Obligation 
Under UMT and S Act (etc.) dated 3/31/62. 

7) Statement of Understanding of Assignment, 

(etc.), dated 3/31/62. 

8) Designation of Beneficiary Form dated 11/24/64. 

Specimens '^received .4/9/72 from FBI, Salt Lake City: 

K2 Two cards bearing hand prii^ltlng furnished by RICHARD FLOYD 
MC COY, JR. 

Result of examination: 

It was determined the Q1 hand printing was prepared by 
the person who prepared the hand printing on specimens K1 and K2. 

The typewriting impressions on Q2, Q3, and Qll con¬ 
sist of capital letters and numbers with the exception of ten 
lower-case letters on specimen Qll. From such classification 
as could be made of this limited amount of typewriting, it 
resembles most closely a style of type designated as ”78 
Presidential Pica” and ”78 U” found on Smith-Corona office and 
portable typewriters, except the ”Skyriter.” This style of 
type is similar to ”Rrestigmo Pica" found on IBM standard, 
electric machines which precludeM the elimination of the possi¬ 
bility that the questioned typewriting could have been prepared 
on an IBM typewriter. 

Specimens Q1 through Q3 and Qll were searched in the 
Anonymous Letter File without effecting an identification. 

Copies will be added to this file for future reference. 

The pieces of brass wire in Q4 are twisted together 
with a machine formed twist. The untwisted ends also show 
evidence of twisting but these may be hand twisted. The loose 
ends appear to have been broken by pulling while the wires were 
held by some metallic objects which dented one end and partially 
sliced the other end. These two ends were not broken from each 
other. No toolmarks of value are present on Q4. The origin 
of the Q4 wire could not be determined. No commercial or mili¬ 
tary explosive devices known to the Laboratory use wire such 
as Q4. 


Page 2 
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(over) 


Specimen Kl was returned to the St. Louis courier 
on 4/8/72, The rest of the evidence is temporarily retained 
pending receipt of instructions from your office concerning 
its return. 
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L.aborators.Tra«8q)ittal Form 
7-72 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20S3S 

'%■ 

To:S^C, Salt Lake City (164-36) ^ate: April 11, 1972 


r^.RICHARP FLOYD MC COY, JR.; 

UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT NO. 855 
DENVER, COLORADO, TO 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
4/7 /72; 

CAA - HIJACKING 
00: Salt Lake City 

Examination requested by: Salt Lake CiTiy , 

St. Louis 

Reference: Airtels 4/8/72, 4/9/72 




Edqar Hoover, Director 


FBI File No. 
Lab. No. 


Examination requested: 


Document - Fingerprint - 


D-72 

D-72 

D-72 

D-72 

PC-H 

Toolmark 


04 08 
04 08 
04 09 
04 09 
6053 


001 

002 

001 

002 

BX 


Remarks: 


If it is determined to be pertinent to the investiga¬ 
tion, the Salt Lake City Office may wish to contact airline or 
catering personnel to determine if wires such as Q4 are used on 
special airline food or liquor packages. Twisted wire such as 
Q4 is used on carbonated wine bottles but these are normally 
steel rather than brass such as Q4. 

Examination of the pieces of mirror which were "ALSO 
SUBMITTED" disclosed nothing to indicate origin. 

Results of the requested fingerprint examination are 
being furnished separately. ^ 

This communication confirms and suj^lftmftnts Informa--- 

tion telephonically furnished on 4/8/72 by SA | _| 

of the Laboratory to SA | your office. 


Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 
1 - St. Louis (164-NPRC-M) 



DQ MOT INaUDS 

PAGE (S) ^FCmMATION iN 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 


Enclosure (Lab re port) //y 36- ^ 

-r r-n_ T--T_ ...1. ^ 

j~APMINI8TRATIV£ - ^ 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
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PAGE 









LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BURUll OF SHVESTIQATIOH 

WASHir^OTON, D. C. 20535 

To: SAC, Salt La!ie City (9-778) 


Unsub, aka 

T.N.K.D. of C.C.; ^7^ 

n9i^ \ 1 

MOR]\!ON CHURCH OFFICIAL - 
VICTIM; 

EXTORTION 

00: Salt Lake City 

Examination requested by: Salt Lake City 
Reference: Airtel 4/7/72 

Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint 


Date: April 11, 1972 



FBI File No. 

Lab. NO. D-720410094 IK 


Remarks: 


Sp^g%ens Q1 and Q2 will be treated for latent 
fingerprintsV^^he result of that examination and the disposition 
of these documents will be furnished by a separate report. 

Examination of specimens Q1 and Q2 revealed a lack 
of distinctive characteristics in the typewriting* on these 
documents, making it doubtful if the typewriting can ever be 
identified with the typewriter on which the letter was prepared. 

Because both this case and the case entitled "Richard 
Floyd McCoy, Jr.; United Airlines flight 855, Denver, Colo, 
to Los Angeles, Calif., 4/7/72; CAA - Hijacking" involved 
demands for the same amount^s of money, $500,000.00, and the 
same area of the country, S. comparison was made of the typewi*\ting 
involved in these cases but was found to have been prepared on 



i 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 








LABORATORY .■,,.^4.. 

FEDERAL BURBu OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 210535 


T»= SAC, Salt Lake City (9-778) 


R,. Dnsub, aka 
“ T M Ig r) of P f! 


b7C 


I 7I 

MORMOiX CHURCH OFFIC lAL 
EXTORTION 


VICTIM; 


Date; 'll,'. 

FBI File No. 
Lab. No. 


April 11, 1972 
D-720410094 IK 


Specimens received 4/10/72 

'' \ ■" - b7C 

Q1 fevelope postmarked "SALT LA p CITY. UT 2A P M 31 MAR 1972’ 
bearing typewritten address j |l. D, S. Church 

Offices, 47 East So. TeinplenST^ 5aTTTa^e"Txty, Utah, 84111" 


Q2 Accompanying one-page typewritten letter beginning 
This a STATEMENT..." 


Results of the examination: 

The typewriting on specimens Q1 and Q2 was determined 
to have been prepared on a typewriter equipped with Royal elite 
type^ the letters of which are spaced 12 to the inch. This 
style of type is used on electric, standard manual, and portable 
typewriters. 

The typewriting on specimens Q1 and Q2 was searched 
through the appropriate section of the Anonymous Letter File 
without identifying it with any of the typewriting therein. 
Representative copies will be added to the file for future 
reference. 


Specimens Q1 and Q2 contain no watermark, indented 
writing, or other feature through which the origin of the paper 
or the immediate source of the letter and envelope might be 
ascertained. 


Photographs of specimens Q1 and Q2 have been retained. 




















^nitcbr States J^jartmetrt of Jlustfce 


United States Attorney 

District of Utah 

200 U. S. Post Office and Court HoisiiE 
350 South Main 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH* 84101 
Tele: (801) 524-5685 

April 12, 1972 


b7C 


Provo, Ut4ill 84601 

Dear Sir: Be: U.S. v Richard Floyd McCoy, Jr. 

Ibla letter will confirm wy telephone conversation with you 
this afternoon, in which I advised you that die above named 
defeadanc had had delivered Co Che United States Marshal a 
note in idiich the defendant stated that, ha wantari m .make a 
scatement to Che newspaper, parClcuXarly| |of the 

Deseret liievs. 

Photo copy of Che note and the envelope in x^hich it was 
contained are enclosed for your file. 

This letter will confirm further Chat you requested Chat 
McCoy not ^ permitted to make any such statamant until you 
could Calk with him, and you advised Chat you would do this 
tomorrow. 


Sincerely, 


C. Nelson Day 
United States x^ttomey 


Sncl*^! 





blC 








4/11/72 


Aism 


TO; , DXBSaCTOS, TBl (ATEH: ZDEHT37ZCAIX0H DIVISXOM) 

V FBCM: SAC, CHXCACO (164«323) (?) 

N 

SUBJECT: BICHA2S) FLOZD KC COT^ 

CAA - AIB PIBACY 

iiDcloMd for the Bareea 1« the oeigisMl 
lioited Air Uaem (UAL) tiidkBt I-(a6»1558I74l7«0 liated 
3/31/72. poeeengff &* COT. A copy of tiile tl^cet 
Is sn^osed for felt Lake Clty. - 

The IdentificetlOQ Division is requested to 
process this ticket for latants# 

Note enclosed ticket Is xx>t the ticket MC CCV 
used on the hijacked UAL flight out of Denver on 4 / 7 / 72 ; 

UAL^ls still atteepting to locate this ticket. Enclosed 
t icket reflects travel by XC CGY from Salt hake to Denver 
on J/31/72. 


^ • Bureau (Eacl« I) (SH) 


Salt Lake City C 
1 - Denver (Ijifo) 

I • Chicago 
GWA/Jer 
(7) 


Sgn. 1) 






SEARCHED__mDEXED.._.. 

SCRIADZED. 


_INDEXED._ 


b7C 








(This line for LEFT MARGIN.) 


F B I 




w 

* ^ % 
Rev. 5-18-71) 


Transmit in_Via airtel_ __—;—;— 

(Type in plaintext or code) (Priority) 


Date April 11, 1972 

To; SAC^alt Lake City (164-36) 

Fromr'V^birector, FBI 

Richard Floyd Me Coy, Jr, 

United Airlines Flight No. 855 

Denver, Colorado, to Los Ahgeles, California 

4/7/72 

CAA -’’Hijacking 
00: Salt Lake City % 

Reurtel 4/8/72. 

In accordance with your request, photographs of 
Instruction aofe and three ••PILOT’S PRKFLICHIT CHECK LIST” forms 
containing typewritten entries are enclosed together-wlth a 
photograph of MC COY’s hand printing samples received from your 
office. 


Enclosures (5) 


(Do not type below this line.) 







OFTtONAI. PORM NO. tO 

MAY im EDITION 

GSA PPMR (4t CI>R) IPt-tl.l 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



SUBTECT-RICHARD MC coy 
HIJACKIBG 



date: 


At fi:1n AM . this date l I Charlotte field office 

requested SA | I or case agent, to send all available b7C 

personal history and taxa backgroung of MC COY and family tp 
the Charlotte office so that they may conduct appropriate 
investigation. 



















Transmit the following in 


PLAINTEXT 


TELETYPE 


FBI 

Date; 4/13/72 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


IMMEDIATE 

(Priority) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (164-21115 

SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 

i’’kOM: N SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-24) 

% 

NORJAE. 00-.SEATTLE. 

REVIEW OF BANK RECORDS OF RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, 





JR. , 


OBTAINED FROM WALKER BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, SALT LAKE CIIY, 


UTAH, TODAY INDICATES APPLICATION FOR BANK CREDIT CARD DATED 
JANUARY TWENTY LAST. OUTSTANDING OBLIGATIONS AS OF THAT 


DATE INCLUDE FORTY DOLLARS TO MASTER CHARGE; SIX HUNDRED 


FIFTY DOLLARS TO BANKAMERICARD; NO AMOUNTS OWING TO WACHOVIA 


BANK AND TRUST, BUT PRIOR LOANS. CHECK DATED JANUARY TWENTYONE 
LAST IN THE AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS TO FIRST SECURITY 
BANK FOR BANKAMERICARD PAYMENT. CHECK DATED MARCH TWENTYFOUR 
LAST TO WALKER BANK FOR BANKAMERICARD PAYMENT. OVERALL 
REVIEW OF OTHER CHECKS INDICATE MC COY HAD EXTENSIVE FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATIONS INCLUDING OTHERS THAN THOSE LISTED ON BANK CARD 
APPLICATION FORM. 

CHUCK PETERSON VOLKSWAGEN DEALERSHIP, PROVO, UTAH, 

b7C 


ADVISED TODAY RICHARD FLOYDIMC COY, J RF. HAD REPAIRS 


a-Xe4-24 

@■164-36 

JLTidls 

/ o \ 

l\«LwmirVA/ A A in# « 4 4 w 

, - "3 ^ 


— 1 


- ^ 


Approved; 



M 


Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U, S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1971 -413-1 SB 







FD-36 (Hsv. 5-22-64) 


* # 


Transmit the following in 


SU 164-24 
PAGE TWO 

^'n VOLKSWAGEN ON SEVEN OCCASIONS SINCE NOVEMBER NINETEEN 
SEVENTY. MILEAGE WAS NOTED ON REPAIR TICKETS AS FOLLOWS: 

■^4. 

NOVEMBER TWENTYFIVE NINETEEN SEVENTY, FOUR TWO ONE ZERO 
THREE MILES; JUNE TWENTYTHREE NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, FIVE ONE 
ZERO ZERO FOUR MILES; SEPTEMBER TEN NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, 

FIVE THREE, SEVEN FOUR ZERO MILES; OCTOBER TWENTYNINE 
NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, FIVE FIVE THREE TWO ZERO MILES; NOVEMBER 
THIRTY NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, FIVE SEVEN ZERO FOUR TWO MILES; 
MARCH THIRTEEN LAST, SIX ZERO SIX SIX EIGHT MILES; AND 
APRIL FIVE LAST, SIX ONE SIX THREE FIVE MILES. 

IT IS NOTED IN THE SEVEN MONTH PERIOD FROM NOVEMBER 
TWENTYFIVE NINETEEN SEVENTY TO JUNE TWENTYTHREE NINETEEN 
SEVENTYONE, MC COY DROVE EIGHT THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND 
ONE MILES FOR AN AVERAGE MILEAGE PER MONTH OF ONE THOUSAND 
TWO HUNDRED SEVENTYONE MILES. DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 
NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, MC COY DROVE ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED 
TWENTYTWO MILES. 


F B I 
Date: 


(Type in plaintext or code) •»(,'. 


(Priority) 




Approved; 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971-413 — 138 






FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-84) 




F B I 
Data: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


SU 164-24 
PAGE THREE 


(Priority) 



L 


5'V 


EMPLOmENT RECORDS 


INDICATE SHE APPLIED FOR b7C 


POSITION WITH UTAH COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENT ON NOVEMBER 


NINETEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTYONE, ON THE APPLICATION SHE 
INDICATED THAT SHE PLANNED TO €.EAVE PROVO, UTAH, OK 
NOVEMBER TWENTYTWO NINETEEN SEVENTYTOB FOR THREE WEEK 
VISIT TO NORTH CAROLINA. HUSBAND TO FOLLOW ON DECEMBER 
TEN NINETEEN SEVENTYONE. PURPOSE OF TRIP WAS TO VISIT 
HUSBAND'S FAMILY. SHE LATER CONTACTED OFFICE AND INDICATED 
THAT THEY DID NOT GO BECAUSE OF ILLNESS. SHE DID NOT FURTHER 
EXPLAIN. ADDITIONAL RECORDS, BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY 
INDICATE MC COY WAS ABSENT FROM CLASS ON DECEMBER TWO 
NINETEEN SEVENTYONE. 

NATIONAL GUARD RECORDS INDICATE MC COY ATTENDED NORMAL 
DRILLS ON NOVEMBER THIRTEEN AND FOURTEEN NINETEEN SEVENTYONE 
AND DECEMBER ELEVEN AND TWELVE NINETEEN SEVENTYONE. HE 
PERFORMED EXTRA FLIGHT DRILLS ON NOVEMBER NINETEEN AND 
TWENTY NINETEEN SEVENTYONE AND DECEMBER FOURTEEN, FIFTEEN 
ISNU SIXTEEN NINETEEN SEVENTYONE. RECORDS OF PURPOSES OF 


1 




Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971-413 — 138 







FD-36 (Hev. 5-22*64) 


F B I 
Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via_^_ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




(Priority) 


SU 164-24 
PAGE FOUR 


iiCTRA FLIGHTS DETERMINED TO BE IN HANDS OF M 


ARMY NATIONAL GUARD HEADQUARTERS, SALT LAKE CITY*^^^ 

FOR EXAMINATION OF 


EFFORTS CONTINUING TO LOCATE 
THESE DOCUMENTS. 

EFFORTS CONTINUING TO LOCATE ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTARY 
EVIDENCE TO ESTABLISH MC COY*S WHEREABOUTS ON NOVEMBER 
TWENTYFOUR NINETEEN SEVENTYONE. 

UNSUB SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P. 
END. 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. S. government printing OFFICE: 1971 -419—13B 
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Room 3201 Federal Building 
125 State Street 

Salt City, Utah 84111 ^ 

Apapil 13, 1972 


Utah National Guard 

1543 Sunnyside Avenue 'b7C 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 

Re: Richard Floyd McCoy, Jr, 
United Airlines Hijacking 


Dear 


As you are aware the investigation of the hijacked 
United Airlines Flight 855, Friday, April 7, 1972, in which 
$500,000.00 was obtained by the hijacker case to a successful 
conclusion with the arrest of Richard Floyd McCoy, Jr., and 
the recovery of the noney at Px*ovo, Utah. The success of 
this investigation was the result of the coabined effox*t8 
of everyone concez*ned. 

You, the pilots and equipnent under your cosimand 
contributed greatly to the successful investigation. Without 
the efforts and contributions made by you Md your personnel 
the iamediate investigation so vital to this case in the area 
of the Provo Aii*port could not have been accomplished. 

We of the FBI extend to you our gratitude and sincere 
thanks for the cooperation you afforded our Agents. If we can 
ever be of assistance to you, please feel free to call on us. 


2 

1 - Addressee 



HVJ:cj 



Sincerely, 



RUSSELL P. CALAME ^ 3 6-^3 

Special Agent in Charge 

y,- 


_ 




SAC (164>24) (164-36) 


4/13/72 


SA 


b7C 



NORJAK; 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

CAA - HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 
COO: SU) 


[ 


On 4/12/72 


I Mountain Bell Telephone b 
The long distance records 


Company, Provo, Utah, exhibited 
for the telephone of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., 360 South 
200 East, Provo, telephone 375-2930. Writer reviewed the 
bills dated 3/25/72, 2/25/72, 1/25/72, 12/25/71, 11/25/71, 
and 10/25/71, and m^e a complete handwritten recording of 
all long distance telephone calls placed from that number 
and collect call made to that number. Writer’s notes will 
be made an exhibit in the NORJAK matter (1S4-24) in the event 
they need to be produced at a later date. 


On 


] Utah National 


Guard, 251 South 200 East, American Fork, Utah, advised that 
Chief Warrant Officer-2 (CW2) RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., 

SSAN 237-66-2779, was released from the regular army and 
joined the 115th Engineering Group Qf ’t-hm ir-t-ah 
Guard in Murray, Utah, on 10/30/70. 


MC COY x^mained in that unit until 1/ 1 /rz ^ ar vf 


stated 

nIU _-hT 


b7C 


he to the 1457th in American Fork. . 

I I stated MC COY is unknown to most members of the 

unit inasmuch as he does not attend drills at the Guard 
armory but reports to Army National Guard Aircraft Headquarters 
next to the Salt Lake City airport and doe s all of his fly ing 
and dri lling from this location. He state a I 

I | at that location shotild have complete records of 

MC COY*8 flight schedules, dates, hours and any other infor¬ 
mation pei^tinent to MC COY’s Guard flying. 


4 


- 164-24 
2)- 164-36 
T0:cj 



16 ^- 3 6 - 


SEABCMI9_ mscm 

SERIAt’T^n 0^- n? 

APR 13197 

1-_ 

Oi. 

7 

__J 









SU 164-24, 164-36 


I I stated his records reflect that 

MC COY drilled on 11/13 and 14/71, and 12/11 and 12/71, 
which were the normal drill dates for the 115th in Murray. 

In addition, he performed extra flight drills for extra pay 
on 11/19 and 20/71, and 12/14, 15 and 16/71. 

^ *L 

I I stated that once assigned to the 

1457th he attended the regular \init drills on 1/8 and 9/72, 

2/ 8 and 9/72, amd 3/11 and 12/72. In addition, he performed 
extra flight drills on 1/22, and 2/12 and 13/72. He reiterated 
that all of this drilling was at the air facility by the Salt 
Lake City airport. 


I I stated that MC COY is merely assigned ^ 

to them r or paper ainci pay purposes. 

He advised that his records reflected that MC COY 
did not attend any schools until 2/28/72 at which time he went 
to Fort Carson, Colorado until 3/5/72. In addition, on 
11/2/71 he went to Davis-Mothan AFB in Arizona to pick up 
a helicopter for the Guard and returned to Utah on 11/6/71. 

I l advised the records reflect 

MC COY is merely a rotary wing pilot and is not qualified 
to fly fixed wing aircraft- 
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OrriONAl. FORM Na 10 

MAY IMB XDtTiON 

GSA FFMR (41 CFR) 101 *11.• 


A 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO : SAC (164-36) 


FROM 


SA 


b7C 



date: 


subject: 

I I b7C 

UAL Flight NO. 855 
,, From Denver, Colorado to 
Los Angeles, California 
CAA; HIJACKING- 

00: SU 


Uta J i Roy 5 

Utah, advised 7:00 A.M., 4/8/72, that at approximately 
6:05 A.M., 4/8/72, that he was heading North towards the b/C 
Davis-Weber County line near Roy, Utah, and was stopped by 
a person driving a gold 1972 Oldsmobile, Utah license 
NT 2289. 


RTC RY determined this person to be I 
I Ogden, Utah. 

_ said that he had been parked at this 

particular spot since approximately 3:00 A.M., on the 
morning of 4/8/72, an d claime d that someone had tried to 
run him off the road. I Istated t hat there was dama^ge 

on the side of the car where ] [ had hit an island 

marker. 



I I claimed that he had been forced off the 

road by a two-tone green Ford, year and license number 
unknown. 





KIO.IM 
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stated that! 


pounds, 
trousers 






wearing i 
. a DOB of 

a TN T r^ cs r\ 


is described as 5^8", 
e a wig), 170-175 
irt and gray striped 


b7C 


stated that in the back spat of tb 


Jclaimed to be in the i 


£ 


nsn-partpp hnsiTT?^ 


1 |to be a 

_ 


car were 
id that 
said 


jj; 


b' 


ARMED 6 DANGEROUS 







TO : 

FROM : 

subject: 



OPTtON^l. FORM NO. 10 
.MAY 1S«i CdiTiON 
CSA FPMR (41 cm) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC (164-36) (P) 


SA 


b7C 



date: 


4/11/72 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

CAA - HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 
(00; Salt Lake City) 


Re Bureau telephone call to Salt Lake City, 4/8/72. 

At approximatfllu in*nni' PM U/fi/7? a -im'nt talephone 
call was received f'p pTnl I Tnvpgti- 

gative Divisi^a^-andLi 

at which time | j aavisea tnax aposirive laenTiiica-cion nag 

been made of a note containing the hijacker*s handwriting which 
had been retained by a stewardess as being identical with the 
handwriting of RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. The following items 
from subject’s personnel records, St. Louis, Missouri, were 
used for comparison: 

1. Report of medical history, 3/7/62. 

2. Report of medical history, 11/3/69. 

3. Armed Forces security questionnaire, 1/3/67. 

4. Serviceman’s status concerning application for 
compensation from Veterans Administration, 3/10/70. 

5. Dependent’s medical care and DD Form 1173, 3/10/70. 

y 

6. Acknowledgement-* of service attendance under UMT 6 S 
ACT, etc., dated 3/31/62. 

7. Statement of understanding of assignment, etc,, 
3/31/62. 

8. Description of beneficiary form, 11/24/64. 


Photocopies have been taken of the above items and the 
originals will be returned to the Federal Records Center, 

St. Louis, Missouri. 3 ^ ^3 

.iNDp:ED., 

KEN:cj 
( 2 ) 
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i 


stated a tentative identification had been mad<* 


on a photocopy of MC COY’s handwriting sample provided by Salt b/C 
Lake City. He stated they desire the original be forwarded to 
the Laboratory immediately as it is needed for positive identi¬ 
fication. 


J related that the confirmation of the positive 
identification would be forwarded to Salt Lake City on 4/10/72 
as there was no clerical help available at that time. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY ton EorriON 

OSA FPMR (41 cm) T0I>I1.* 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 

FROM 


SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36)(P) 


SA 


b7 


date: 


4/12/72 


subject: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. 

CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKING; 
INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS 
(00: SU) 


On 4/9/72, SA l I participated in a 

search of the residence at 360 South 20 0 East, Provo, , 

in regard to the,ahnwgapantihijacking matter. Sa|| 
in company of SA |, searched Subject’s bearoom * 

and observed the roiiowing list of names and telephone numbers, 
which were written on various sections of the telephone direc¬ 
tory on the night table next to the bed: 


b7C 


? 


telephone numbers 
telephone number 


and 


b7C 


The following telephone numbers were not identified: 


b7C 


During the search of the bedroom, an upright file 
cabinet, containing four drawers, was observed in the northeast 
corner of the bedroom. One drawer contained a folder indicat¬ 
ing classes taken by MC COY at Brigham Young University, Provo, 
Utah. Examination of one folder, which was entitled ”Law 
Enforcement--Fletcher revealed three Xerox copies of various 








SU 164-36 


newspaper articles which had been clipped, arM these articles 
were concerned with the hijacking, "NORJAK,” The bottom 
dijjawer of this cabinet contained numerous gasoline credit 
cards, which were all curre nt> as well as blank c hecks for 
checking accounts for MC COY | | at Walker 

Bank, First Security Bank, and a bank in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, 

It is noted there were two telephones in the bedroom 
o^ the MC COY residence; these were table type telephones, 
which were placed on both sides of the headboard of the bed. 
This is mentioned since it is thought to be unusual. 

It is noted medical hills w^-re obse-pyed in the bed¬ 
room from ] I Salt 

Lake City, Utah, and SMITH—CLINIC, 146 East Center, Frovo, 
Utah. 
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4/13/72 


DIRECTOR, FBI 




LAKE CITY (164-*3e) 


nA MAfiF. TO PT.nTHT>Jn BY SKUNK, 
SA f ^ 

SALT LAKE CITY DIVISION, 
April 8, 1972 


P-- 


t-h in triplicate is~ST^^, Claim 
for Damage, SaIS alt Lake City Division, 
dated 4/13/72.*-* 


b7C 


For the information of the Bureau, SA | I 

at approximately 3:30 AM on 4/8/72 was participating in a 
ground search west of the Provo, Utadi, airport attempting to 
locate the subject who had jumped from an aircraft. The 
aircraft was the hijacked United Airlines 727, Flight 855, 
which had been flown from San Francisco International 
Airp)Ort to Pi»ovo, Utah, under the control of the hijacker who 
has since been identified as RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR. of 
Provo, Utah. HC COY had parachuted from the aircraft somewhere 
over Provo and an extensive search was being conducted to locate 
him and the $500,000.00 he had obtained at San Francisco. 


SA|_ I with otlier Agents of the Salt Lake City 

Division, was searching the described area where he flashed 
his light in the direction of a noise which he heard in brush b/C 
nearby. The light startled a skunk a short distance from 
him causing the sktink to spray him. His clothing was saturated 
and ruined by the fliild-^qd the odor penetrated |the rinthinr— 

eiaL 


an< i 
at the 


Jasiij 


as accompanied by SAsj 
igned the Salt Lake City Division, 
time of the accident. 


'tj- 









fiS:;,;' j;r ^ ; . , , ' 

WA PLAIM 

\ 4»i>AM URQEMT 4-14-72 DEB 
i TO CHIC#eO(164-323) 

[ SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) . ~ 

I FROM DIRECTOR IP , 

' V . . ; - ■ 

i , ■ ■ 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, AKA CAA DASH AI§ PIRACY, > 


RECGAIRTEL APRIL ELEVEN LAST SUBMITTING AIRLINE TICKET 
REFLECTING TRAVEL OF SUBJECT FROM SALT LAKE CITY TO DENVER ON‘MARCH 
THIRTYONE LAST. 

LATENT PRINTS DEVELOPED ON TICKET IDENTICAL FINGERPRINTS 
SUBJECT MC COY, FBI NUMBER NINE ONE NINE FOUR NAUGHT SIX J TWO# 
CONFIRMING. 

END 


ACJ FBI SALT LAKE 
CLR 







April li» 


1972 


Mr. Ri^rt E. Gebliardt 
Federal Boreaa id IaTe^lg^tl0Ek 
San Francisco^ CalUomla 

Dear Mr. G^)hard^: 

I wl^ to comn^d* &roii^ yoa« those Agents ot 
the She Fraaclscao Dtrlstoa eho rradered such ^ecttve asslst- 
a&ce ta coaoectloa with the Crime Aboard Aircraft case Invclv- 
lag RIchiurd Floyd McCoy, Jr. 

Everyose performed is a highly professtonal man*' 
E^r aad their efforts e<mtrtbiited lo die saecess achieved. I 
ask tl^t yoa eoaivey my appreciidkm to them. 

Sincerely ycmrs, 

...... 


1 ^ SAC, Salt Lake City (Personal Attention) For your intormation 








FD-302 (REV. 11.27-70) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 


Dale of tronscripKon. 4/10/72 


4822 p.m., Sonday^ APTil 9. 127 


received f rod. 


'f 


.tJhitedAlr UjEies,“Flight 166, l^les International 
Airport, Hrglnla, two aanlla envelopes addressed to the b' 
Director, Federal Bur^KU of Inveatig^l<Hi» limited States 
DBpart!a^:it of Justice, Washlzigt^t 20535, Atteotion of 

tjiie Federal Bureau of Investigation laboratory. The ^ivelopes 
bore the return address of the Federal Bureau of IxTvestigation, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, 84111. 


These 


vere umintained in the possession 


of Special Agent] end persmally taken to ^ Federal ^ 

Bureau of Investigaticndi L&tioratory, D. C., vliere 

they were turned over to Special Agent ] j at 

5:48 p.m. 

Th e two origjj ml ^nrelopes vei ^ identified by both 
Special Ageait l ^^^ snd Special Agent ] ] aiid are 

being retained by Washington Field. 


/ —^ 



-c- — 

Interviewed on- 4/ 9^ /72 -- tf, Dk—&,-* ITFO 16 4 */'^^ 




b7C 


-4 /10/72 


This documerit contains neither recommendations nor conclusions oi the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 
it and Its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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MAY lOK KOmON 

eSA PFMR (4t cnt) lOt-tl.S 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO SAC, SALT lAKE CITY (164-36) 
^Ld^WFO (164-178) (RUC) 


subjecteicHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., aka; 
CAA - HIJACKING 
(00:SU) 



date: 4/10/72 


Re Salt Lake City call to WPO, 4/9/72. 

Enclosed for Salt Lake City are eight copies of a 
self-explanato ry FD 3Q2. 5;hr>win{y rpcp>i pf: of two manila b7( 

envelopes from ] | Flight 166, United Air 

Lines, and -delivery of the same to FBI Laboratory. 


Salt Lake City (Enc.l^) 
i- WFO 



RJM:ksv 

(3) 


^ ^ ^ ~ 3 6' / o f 



mO'tti 
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3203 Federal Bldg., 125 South State 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
April 14 , 1972 



I am writing to express the appreciation of 
the Salt Lake City Division of the FBI for your assist¬ 
ance in the recent aircraft hijacking case involving 
Richard Floyd McCoy, Jr. 

Your information was not only specific, based 
on personal knowledge, but what is more important you 
furnished it promptly, which enabled us to accomplish 
several things that would not otherwise have been 
possible. As you know based on your experience in law 
enforcement, there are many different suspects sug¬ 
gested by la'w enforcement personnel, the general public, 
and in addition the suspects uncovered by investigation 
due to the circumstances of a particular case. This 
was somewhat the case last weekend. It is a tremendous 
investigative task to sift the information and to run 
enough investigation fast enough to resolve whether an 
individual has any potential as a suspect. You acted 
in the highest traditions of law enforcement, and can 
surely take pride in your part in helping to identify 
McCoy as the hijacker. 

We hope you will maintain close relations with 
the F BI, and if there is anything vje can do to assist 
you, please feel free to call on us. I am taking the 
liberty of maki ng a copy of this letter available to ^ 

^ because of his intense interest in such 

matters. 


Vv^ith our sincerest thanks. 


/ / // / 


1 - Addressee 
cc 




kti'SSELL P. CALAI^E / 6^- 3 6 ''OJ 
Special Agent in Charge 


rr 


Salt Lake County bneri 
Hall of \Justice 
Salt LakA City, Utah 84111 
/ 1 V SU (164-a6) 
rPC:FR 


Office 


bVC 
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Ogden Standard- 
Examiner, Ogden, 
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Police Hess 


Date: 4—8 — 72’ 
Edition: Daily 


I PROVO,; Utah (AP)--A 
police chief: said today, “We 
have a suspect,” as a 
ground anfl air poss*? of 
more than 200 men search¬ 
ed’for a yoiing hijacker who 
•parachuted from a jet air¬ 
liner with what officials say 
was $500,000. ■ ‘ 

i FBI agents declined to con-i 
ifirm the statement, but Provo I 
Police Chief Jesse Evans said, | 
“Tliere is a lead in the easel It 
"involves a suspect. We have a 
suspect.” 

Evans said officers found a 
|;:;ece of plastic beUeyed con- 
jncctcd with the hijacking but 
I v-hich was not part of a para- 

i chute., - , ,, . ■ 



Character: Richard Floyd 

or McCoy, Jr. CAA-AP 


Classification: 


Submitting Office: Salt Lake 

I 1 Being Investigated Uity 


SEARCHED 

h)«IAL!Z£D. 


m 









! I^vans said no arrest 
j occa made but that authorities: 

i, „ad obtamed tiie name of aj. 
j'man v/hom they suspect was hr-j, 

j. yolv:d. 

The searchers in helicopters 
criss-crossed over a marshy 
ar: near , this nortli-central 

Utah citli this morning and oth¬ 
er officers .worked tlie same 
area ground in search of 
the young hijacker who leaped 
from, the United Airlines 727 Jet 
Friday night. 

S5VHM7H TIMS 

That was the seventh time in 
just under five mcntiis that 
parachutes and ransom figured 
.in a^s'P^" 2 cy. 

A house-to-house portion of 
the search here'' was cal'"' off., 
today, Evans said, dv.;.. ..I '.g 
further comment. 

A blockade of roads into the 
area. was lifted shortly after 
Iv’cns made his statement, a 
U.uh Highway Patrol dis¬ 
patcher said. 

Clear skies bathed the wide’ 
open search area near the 
Provo airport and police v/ere 
checking local doctors and hos-. 
pitals in the. area surrounuinj; 
Utah Lake. 

: The hijacking amounted to a 
forced zigzag flight across the 
rWest, f 

I The nine-hour odyssey bega:] 
over the Rocky Mountains alj 
Lmost 30 minutes after the plandi 
[left Denver at 2:36 p.m. MST 












[ZIGZAG JOURNEY—Original route of hijacked plane and where it was hijackec 
’after Denver takeoff, is shown in top map. Bottom map shows its route afte: 
leaving San Francisco and approxirnavO area where hijkker leaped.—Standard 
[Examiner U?I Telephoto. 





ci ir.ustachioec 


A prisoner imdercscort by a 
California correctional officer 
was chosen hy the hijacker to 
go out and pick up the money. 

Officer. Joseph. Gonzales said 

the prisoner, William R. Cog*i . 

, . V {gin, 21, Sacramento,'whom he I think it sounds like !.., - , 

Mrs. Dick McLennan cf Den-!was escorting to San Quentin,ihe’s reading a map, just like iljlP^^^^l^^te-ransom nijackers has 
.- ' .i!;noi; c.cn apprehended—a man 


passenger 
i wearing mirrored s r'glasscs, a 
shirt a PKic pinstripe 
I suit ordered ih.e Los Angcles- 
bound plane diverted to San 
Francisco. 


keeps giving"'■ir.K-' crew new 


!;| Only , six other 


ver^ wh^ jsat next to the hijack- was picked with a United Air jam.'/We don’t know what he’s! 

_„ _ V . T.infiR pmnIr.VA an nut- i . . , ... . 


er, said she saw no'weapon but i employe to go out and 
did see ine man pass notes to ‘’'illlfj ‘tV™ ■ • 

I , , . w. I.W I Gonzaje.s said np snri CoprrmV 

jtne ^captain. 

ARE PRE-V/.RITTEN 


A CBS newsman on the 
plane, Jim Kii^iutrick, said 
“The notes that w'ere passed 
^ back and forth were all pre- 
I written." 

I Sandy Wilkinson, .a 25-year- 
old off-duty UAL stewardess on 
the flight, said she did not see 
any weapons either but was- 
'told the hijacker had a handj 
■grenade and pistol. ; 

Ohe passenger ’ said the hi¬ 
jacker pulled a pistol. ' i 
All but three of the 86 passen-i 
•gers and, four United employes i 
as passengers had board--j 


ric'* 


ed in Denver, where airline offi¬ 
cials said the only sec..;.;;/ was 
a check of passengers against a 
“profile" of hijacker character¬ 
istics. The airline did not im¬ 
mediately know the sex of the 
j three persons who remained on 
board Flight 855 from its origin 
in Newark, N.J. 

F.w three hours the plane sat 
at .no far end of Runway IS* 
Left, about a mile from main 


Gonzales said he and Coggirf 
were, sitting immediately ini 
front pf the hijCCAer and that 
he had noticed just after' take i MST 
off frotp Denver that the man 
was acting'* suspiciously. Tnen, 
he said, he saw the hijacker 
give the first note to another 
passenger and tell him to give 
it-to-a stewardess. 

Goiizalcs said after the mon- 
brought 


got planned or why he’s coming 
back this way." , 

.-The pilot radioed that the hi- 
"jacker bailed out at 11:25 p.m. 

near. Provo. Tlie plane 
continued ‘to Salt Lake City, 
where all five c.-ew members 
were reported safe upon land- 
ing. 

The pilot, Gerry D. Hearn of 
Los ' Angeles, then 'took, off jp 


'who gave the name of D. B., 
Cooper. i 

He bailed out of a Northwest'l 
Airlines 727 last Tlianksgivingi 
lEve somewhere betweeni 
Seattle, Wash., and Reno, Nev., 
!|with $200,000 of the airline’s 


ey ^as brought aboard * 

plane":the hijacker told Coggim ' P drop, flares 

to go to first class and for ^ marshy area, just south 

to stay in the coach section. : {of Utah Lake near Provo anef 

The papngers and one stew-about 20 miles from the 
ardess then were allowed to i Wasatch Mountains. 


money. 

I Nearly all the passengers 
jwere unaware they were being 
hijacked Friday until they were 
'on the ground at Sah Francisco. 

Robert Main how, a 20-year*! 
old student at Denver Univer*! 
sity, said “all these w^eir^ 
things began to happen" shorfi 
ly after the craft had taken off 
from Denver. 


® Some 200 officers took part in; 


REMAINED CAL. 
“We were supposed to 


;‘the early stages of the search, j Grand Junctiom^Colo., beca'wise 

Tlie Air Force said dunng the, Helicop^^^^^ from Hill AFB, we, had problems with the en- 
evenmg that Fp6 DeLa ^>^2- Utah, also were pressed into gine, and then the engine fixed 
Force!use. itself," said Mainthow. 

fef^dlo DROPPED FLARES we wore supposed to 

l,ee.u sent to follow the airliner. tS^™s^: muchlSjor t-nd: 

REPORT IN ERROR ji^ares, eacn ot wmen ht,nted |^g 
... . .several square miles. 

^After leaving San Francisco, Roadblocks were established 
the pilot — . , . - I 


we came to San Francisco,’ 
added. ; 

Mainthow said the passengers: 


over 


Hot was ordered to fly!near the Provrairport and 25 , ^^^“thow said the passengers 

southern Nevada. There I miles efthe? Iide oTprovb on! Hf on 

was an erroneous report from' interstate 15 a north-south’ jetliner landed at San 

r'UT At.- t-.-.f.,. , mieitjLdLe lo, a norin-soum ar- hn 


terminal at San Francisco In-j: Nev, 
ternational Airport, while thc|| .The three-engine plane then 
airline provided what the hi-F^S^ogged over southern Utah 

» . T • A - . .riA. iU ^ - -- - 


the FBI that the hijacker hadterial. 
bailed out over Wilson Creek,/ Subject of the'search was a 


j Francisco. Most, he said, re¬ 


mained calm. 

Pie said he was scared “while 


jaciv../ !:z:l • demanded—four ■ 
paracnuies, fuel for 4,000 mlAsij 
of flight and $500,000. The mon-j 


as. the pilot was given several 
directions fay the hijacker. 

An airline spokesman in Dcn- 
“He 


jui diiu .puU'UjUuu. ine mon-i “““wc in 

:ey in two suitcases was placed! Don Canaulte, said, 
Ion a ramp about 100 feet from 
'the plane and picked.up shortly] ' 

I at 7:41 PST, headed east witlij; ‘ . ....' _ • 

I the hijacker and five remaining i . ' • 

icrfiwmen. I 


white male, 5-foot-6. thin, agedi An ^ 

li25 to 30. Authoritik said thcjil? ^dfdn*/ kn?w“wl "wL" 
name on hisjieltet_was T. John-; happening ” 


I 
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By PETER GILLiNS more sophisticated ” he said. 
SALT LAKE CITY (UPI) — The pilot said the hijacher 
Pilot Jerry D. Hearp didn’t claimed he had “plastic explo* 
Vvant to talk much about theisives, hand grenades and two 
way a hijacker took over his| handguns.” however, he said. 
Boeing 727 and parachuted with jcrew members saw only one 
a half million dollars. 1 ' S^- | 

“It gives people too many NO CONTACT 

ideas about how to do it again,” Hearn said he| had no per- 
Hearn, a 17-year veteran of fly- gQ^al contact with the man; 
ing with United Air Lines, told ^Q^tact I had was 

a^ news conference early^ today jj^jj-ouah instructions in. an en- 
'snortly after his plane landed yg^Qp^ delivered; by a stewar- ^ 
iXiorCa 'cIgss liG ssicl I' 

The stewardess-who ran back 
[sometliinghke tins the plans get j^^^ forth with the messages 

Was Diane Surdam, 24, Los 
Angeles. j 

“We were apprehensive,” she 
told newsmen. “We believed 
him” when he made threats. 

Harn said the crew was as¬ 
sembled in the cockpit when 
•the man jumped into the cold 
night air. 

None of tlie crew saw' the 
man jump but they could tell 
from the way the craft reacted, 
he said. 

In addition to Hearn, tl:e 
male crewmen included First 
Officer K. R. Bradley and Sec¬ 
ond Officer K.W. Owen. The 
other stewardesses were D.K. 
Sugimoto and M.N. Yewby. 

Mrs. Sugimoto said tiie man 
communicated only through the 
notes. • 

■ “He didn’t say anything lo 
me,” she said. “He didn’t say 
anything to anybody. “He just 
wTOte notes.” 

Passengers permitted to dis- 
• . embark at San Francisco were'' 

unanimous in praising the calm-i 
,ness of tile crew and the stew-: 
'•|rdesses during the long ordcaL 
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AT AOTS CONFERENCE in Salt Lake City, United 
Airlines pilot Jerry D. Hearn describes what it was 
like to be hijacked. He said,he never saw the hi-, 
^jacker, who passed him instructions in notes hand-j 
I ed to a stewardess. Also on tlm flight was anotherj' 
I steward ess, Margi Newby, right.—Standard-Exam-^ 
Uner UPI Telephoto. _1 
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■• £y George A. Sorensen • , ''"■ ■ ■ 

Tribune Suburban Editor 

PAG Vo — Plchard Floyd McCoy 
\vas described by friends and neighbors , . 

; as a quiet jric-ndly man who lived up to % ■ 
his teachings as a Sunday School teacher ' ^ •; 
: by helping his neighbors. ' ;‘ 

They expressed surj^risa at his arrest 
;' early Sunday morning in the Friday 
: night hijacking of a United Air Lines 
1 jetliner in which 3500,000 was extorted 
from the company. i 

^ ■= McCoy is 25 years old, has a .;\viie’, p 
j fiUaren, and two children, Chante, 5, and I 
:■ I Richard 2.. He is a student at Brigham' f 
,]! Young University, where his niajor is 
. ^law enforcement. ' ' , ■ ' 

Veteran Jumper : 

A veteran of Vietnam he is a member 
of the 115th Ei:igineers, Utah National 
Guard, spending some weekends trolnlng 
with them. He also is a paracliute jumpi¬ 
er with 30 jumps to his credit at the Alta 
Air Park near Sandy, 30 miles north' of ' 
here. 

He also was a Sunday School teacher 
in the Provo First 'Ward, Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 'L-irdl a nonth 
ago. He is remembered by a student as 
'‘a very nice man.” 

His arrest Sunday morning canie a,s 
’’’".0 was getting ready to go;to a Naiiciial ; 
Guard drill in Murray, He; was wearing 
- Army fatigues when FBI agenrs took him ^ 
into custody. Later he ci^angeu into a '. 
gray suit and tie. j 

The home in which tiie jMcCoy family, 
resides is a modest brown' brick'with a 
basement. They occupy the! main floor of 
,the house at 360 S. 200 Eak, in an area • 
|not far from the downtown' business di.s- I 
itrict. Like the other homes an the area, it I 
lie surrounded by lav/n ^vith a large | ' 
grassy area in .the rear for the children f ■ 
to play. . ■’ . ’i i 
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• Under Sun'cnianc^i"’ '"^"^ * 

Tiio house apparently had been under 
‘ surveillarico by the FBI since shortly 
yaficr noon Saturday.' Mrs. Fi'ed IIQscii, 
;■ w]:o lives t\va» doors avay, said some 
men in «a- dark car sat outside the home 
. for ;m e.C'Ur and otic-half, starting about 1 
p.m. 

They left and then came back, be- 
tween 1 and 5 p.m., going up to tlie 'Mc¬ 
Coys home, tlien left a few minutes later 
■ witliout taking anyone, Mrs. Hilson said, 
j Her associgition with the McCoys "was, 
{mainly througli the dmr'idi and the fac} 
I'hat our children played togetlier, esue-’ 

. Icially Cliante, Mr.-!, Hilson s,iid. ' ‘ j 
‘r Jessica fount* 


O 


■jit hard ‘‘to believe he would 
{do such a tiling." . ' * 

i Neighbors live aciioss 
i the street, 1|he Clufis, 'de- 
. .':cribed him; |"He was a real 
kind pei’soh. iHe would help 
push our car lout of the snow 

• when ,110 one ejlse would.” ^ ' 

Friendly, Smiling j" 

i\Ir. Cluff said he was “real 
quiet, always, friendly and:al- 
. ways smiling.” i 

R 0 y P e t e r m a n, w h o . 
occupies tlie. basement apart¬ 
ment at 370 S. 200 East';- and 

• has ■ been a graduate sttfdent 
[( at BYU, said he has been a 
i; neighbor of the McCoys for 
i; about years. 

. ,“Ee was the type of fellow 
you could'always say ‘Ki’: to 
and get a response. He 
seemed to be a warm individ¬ 
ual,” Mr. Peferpian said. 

Other neighbors described 
him as very pleasant and 
knowledgeable' Student 11 at tlie 
Y.' . 1. : 

: Both Mr. and Mrs) I McCoy 
’ .were described . as | “avid 
- church goers” by another 
I neighbor, Brent Reyn olds, 
j. “He is real level-headed 
and does not seem to i be the 
f kind of a kid to hijack a 
plane. He is the tyjie you 
would like for a friend,” Mr. 
Reynolds said. 

Beperibe Sirs. McCoy 

Several of tliose present 
Sunday said Mrs. McCoy was 
a former Provo High School * 
teacher and is now a case 
worker for the ^ Utah County 
Welfare Department. She is 
vitally interested in the prop¬ 
er raising of lier cliildren and 
has a deep concern that they 
“be brought up right,” one' 
acquaintance said. 

McCoy, a slight man with a 
receding hairline, flies almost 
every weekend for the Nation¬ 
al Guard, in which he is a 
warrant officer. He. served in 
Vietnam in 1964 with the Spe-, 
lual Forces and in 1967 as a 
Ijelicopter pilot. ’ 
j He has logged 30 parachute 
j.limps, none of them at night, 
at the Alta Air Park, said Bill 


Dausev McCoy’s instructor. 

It was at night when,the 
hijacker parachutpd from.the 
727 jet. : . ■ . 

Mr. Dause described McCoy . 
as quite intelligent and lika¬ 
ble. He had been jumping at 
the air park for . 18 , montlrs, 
but - never seemed to have the 
money to spate to jump as 
much. as ■ he wanted, Mr. 
Dause said. 

He did own his own chute ■ 
work, - 

‘Refused to Talk’ 

Mrs. McCoy spent most of 
the morning at the home of a - 
neigiibor as her own^ home, , 
with blinds drawn, echoed 
several times with the ringing ■ 
of a telephone which was 
never answered. It w^ts at the ' 

■ neighbor's home that the FBI: 
agents served her with a 
search warrant for her home. 
She refused to talk with news-' 
men, 

■ Several persons were on 
liand- to assist her, including 
one identified as Mrs, John ^ 
Matthews, wife of the bishop ' 
of their LDS ward, lyjien she ■ 
was taken from the back door 
of the house, across a drive¬ 
way .separating the two houses 
and into her back door, she 
was , surrounded by women ; 
vdio apparently were trying to 
snield her from news photog¬ 
raphers. 

The curious turned out in ■ 
large numbers. Two men who ‘ 
said they had been following 
the story on their car radio all 
the way from Duluth, Minn., 
drove by the house. They said 
they hope to get jobs at the 
nearby Geneva Steel Works. 

As word of the arrest 
spread, other persons drove 
slowly past the front of the- 
home Sunday afternoon. Many 
stopped to wa::,.. as FBI 
agents, occasionally left or 
entered the home-and at one 
time were seen digging in the 
back yard. 

Several friends were admit¬ 
ted to the home and seemed 
to be assisting Mr.s. McCoy, \ 

BYU' officials' s^ild McCoy 
was can'ying^ 20H. hours of 
credits and had good grades. J 


Tliey said they began check¬ 
ing Ids records Saturday at 
die request of tlie FBI. 

Rich.’U'd F. McCoy Sr.. Ral¬ 
eigh, N,C., hits father .said “f 
feel he’s innocent, he’s no: 
that kind of boy,” 
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By Dave Beck, Crbig Hansen 
and George A. Sorensen 
, Tribune Staff Writers 

A gunman, who hijacked a United Air 
Lines 727 jet and demanded ..and got 
$500,000, ^'-••ac’auted from the plane W- 
' day at 11:15 n.m. near Provo. J 
The jet 1 cUiuO d at; Salt; Lake Ihter- 
nadohal Aiipoit about 11 ;50 .. 

Tlie Utah Highway Patrol dispatcher, 
at Provo said all available manpowier, 
“everyone tlia t can walk," was out look¬ 
ing for the hijacker, , ^ ^ 

On and off duty, officers from the High^ 
way Patrol, Orem City, Provo City and 
Utah :County Sheriff's Office were out 
looking. The Utah County Jeep Patrol^ 
:^O AVas alerted. , . , . • . 


Tlie best information available indi- 
. cated tlie hijacker jumped in an area of 
farm and marsh land ne^ Springville. 

The Iiijacker, describedvas a swarthy, 
bespectacled man with a mustache, took 
over the Boeing 727 jetliner a few minutes 
after it left Denver for Los Angele^ Fri¬ 
day afternoon. 

He forced the pilot to fly to San Fran¬ 
cisco where the half a million dollars in 
money and four parachutes were loaded 
aboard. The plane’s 85 passengers were 
permitted to disembark. 

The hijacker also ordered the plane 
.refueled. 5 . ^ d 

The plane was aribome. at 8:41 p;m. 
;(MST), heading for Nevada and c arryings 
enough fuel for, 4,000 miles. .7 " 

According to n ewsmen at the las 
'Vegas Sun a dummy . parachute with' al' 
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f signaling service attached was dropped a 
about halfway between Pioche and Ely. I 
The plane then began an orbit over I 
Utah, passing sveral times over Fairfield, | 
which is west of Utah Lake. . 

FBI agents and police cordoned off the •; 
airliner as soon as it touched down at tha ■; 

Salt Lake International Airport. A pack¬ 
age was found aboard the aircraft and^ 
although no information was available as ■ 
to what it contained, Frank Smith, a Salt ■ 
U::r City Police Dept, demolition ex- 
‘ pert, was called to the airport. 

Crew Iiiicrrpsateci 

The cre\v was talcen inside the airport 
terminal for interrogation. 

•• Utah Highway Patrol dispatcher saidwi 
they had ; received information drat the 
. hijacker might possibly havejumped over : 

" the southeast comer ofUtah Lalte. 

Helicopters ware sent to the area early ^ 
Saturday xrn- 

UAL pHiciais in San Francisco said 
tlie hijacker donned a jumpsuit before t 
parachuting, < ‘ 

“It would seem that the lii jacking was 
' well thought out, wel^planned and he ob¬ 
viously had a knowledge of parachutes, ^ 

■ one official said. ■ . , ■ ' ■ 

‘ Thehijacker had signed onto, the plane 

as “A. T.IJohnson,” agents said. 

The dummy parachute touched off i 
speculation'that the hijacker may liave.j 
bailed out over Wilson Creek, Nev.,^ a 
' desolate, mountmnous area spine 20 miles 
' west of tlie Utah border west of Ced^, 

. City.. ■ ' ■ ■ 

y . Sheriff Alerted 

nie FBI alerted the Lincoln County 
iriff’s office in Pioche at about 9:45 
T to set up roadblocks, but this alert ^ 
was almost immediately rescinded as 
ter information made it clear that the 
hijacker was not in the area. , 

Friday’s hijacking began over the 
.• 'Rocky Mountains, not long after the 
plane stopped in Etenver, Ti'ic 727^ jetliner 
involved was United’s flight 855 from 
Newark, N.J., to Los Angeles. 

; The plane was diverted to San Fran- 
cisco whein it landed at 4:15 p.m. PS'R 
' Tlie craft was fueled, all baggage aboard 
*• was unloaded and the parachutes were 
K dSivmd in responsQ to the hijacker's 

attey' 7 p.m.' PST, ,airline. 

Spokesman hlardy Leaver said the half a 
“• niiilion dollars had been delivered t— left 
^ on a ramp about 100 feet fronv the plane r 
and picked up. . 

• Passengers Get Off 

•t"' The passengers began getting off the- 
; plane immediately after the hijackers 
;.h demands were met. ,, 

• It was not immediately known now 
I many' of the six crewmen remained 
■' aboard. Initially, tlie airline said the 
plane carried 85 passengers, plus the m- 
jsckGrf cind four United personnel trs-velt 
ing'^ passengers. , . o 

’■ ' Among'tiiose let'off tlie plane m San 
Francisco was Sandra Wilkinson,‘25,; of 
Honolulu, an off-duty stewardess. She said 
most of the passengers cUd not know the 

plane was being hijacked.’ _ 

“One man ivearing . niirrcred; sun- 


l>;i5wscd notes up to the captain. 
He had H dark complexion with a mus- 
taehp nirioti up at tlio omla," *i3»e etald, 

, ' -kinson said he understood the 

hijnekor was anned ^vitl^ a hand gi'cnade 
and; a pistol. She said the money had 
b&n delivered to him in .two suitcases, 

• *' An<JAer passenger, Michael Luckoff, 
sales manager fof KGO Radio in 
Francisco, said the hijacker appeared to 
. be Wearing a wig. He said everyone on 
1 the plane remnined calm while ^e plane' 
! waited at the airport. ..j- 

, ' During the three hours at San Fran- 
' O’SCO International Airport, the pl^e sat, 

: at the far end of Runway IS -4 Left, 

; about a mile from the main terminal. 

A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter carry¬ 
ing F^I sharpshooters was reported to 
have taken off immediately after the jet¬ 
liner, but the Coast Guard refused fur- 
i ther comment. ^ 

T' ' AF Alerts Z Jets I 

Lt. Col. John Walker of —Hamilton 
Air Force Base had said two ^F106 . 
I^clta Daggers were standing by^wait- 
: ir.g to ^'scramble to follow the blocked 
plane.” The Air Force refused to-say 
' whether tlieif: planes had taken off, {low- 
ever, . 

The hijacker ordered tiie plane di¬ 
verted not long after it left Denver at 
2:36 p.m. MST. 

A United spokesman in Denver said, 
'the airline had used the Federal Avia¬ 
tion Administi'ation profile of character* 
istics of potential hijackers, but report¬ 
edly employed no other special security 
precamibns for passengers boarding at 
Denver. 

It was not known where tlie hijacker 
I got on tl:e plane. United said all but 
[ tliree of tlio passengers on the hijacked 
plgne got on in Denver, ,Tne aifline did 
not immediately know the. sex of the 
three passengers who remained on 
bfisurd at Denver. ' . i 

The plane had a capacity of 96 passen¬ 
gers. The Boeing 727 is a medium range ' 
* aircraft with a'normal cruising speed of 


COO miles an hour an^ tliree engines. 

Parachutes and ransom have figured 
in six other hijackings sipce last Nov. 12. 

The first hijacker tojtiy to use a para¬ 
chute was ' indentified I aa Paul Joseph 
Cinci, 27,'of Calgary,! Altai, who took 
over aii Air. .Canada’ pC8 bound from 
Vancouver to Toronto.! Dnci demanded 
and got $60,COO ransom and started to 
strap himself into a parachuic he said 
.ho had carried oiv'the plane. He was 


overpowered by crew members. 

On Dec. 2'4, a man identified as Ever¬ 
ett L. Holt of Indianapolis, was captured 
.vt Chicago’s O’tlaro Inieiwatlonal Airporr, 
after a five-hour period during which ho 
threatened to blow up a Northwest Air¬ 
lines; Boeing 707 unless given $300,000 and 
two parachutes. His hostages escaped, 
however, and he sun'cndered. 

■ llijackcr Surrendered 

On Jan.>12, a man identified as Billy 
E. Hurst, .22, hijacked a Braniff Boeing 
727 en-route from Houston to ^finneapo- 
lis and fdreed it to land at Dallas, 
demanding ’ among other tilings, para- 
diutea-'and $1 million. He never got 
eitheif the money dr the parachutes an^ 
as iii the Chicago- incident, the -hoi^ 
tages escaped and the, hijacker su^' 
rendered. v--':. 

On Jan.. a young man identified 
only as John Shane parachuted from a- 
Hughes Airwest D(^ over Colorado,. 
along with' $50,000 he had demanded^ 
from the airline when he hijacked the’ 
plane :|Lt Las Vegas, Nev., McC^ani 
Intem^ibnal Airport. The young maiii, 
.was captured within a few hours. 

A week later, Heinrick von George,' 
45, hijacked* an Albany to New Yom 
flight'of Mohawk Airlines and deman^ 
ed two parachutes and $200,000. He w4s 
given both and the plane took off, but'it 
landed again at the Dutchess County 
Airport in Poughkeep^e, N.Y., 'at tlie 
hijacker’s request, and an FBI sharp- 
sliooter shot and killed him.' 
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airliner Friday, and Dr. Harry Huffalier, another 
passenger also of Honolulu, describe experience. 






.Siuidra Willdnsoii, 25, Honoldu, an off-duty stew¬ 
ardess who foimd herself hostage on a hijacked 
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I / -SAN SHANCISCO (UPI) -[a convict M 
j 'in custody of a cprrectioijial officer 
wasian unwitting pawn Frida^ night in' k >' 
I the ijramatic hijack of a jetl^er. 

W^iam R. Coggin, 21, Sa&aptiento, / 
was ^elng transferred to Sah Quentin 
Prisott aboard the United Air Lines plane 
• when |t was hijacked over Colorado. He , " 
was in the custody of guard Joseph Gon- ' 

. zales. ' .1 : 

. Tlie hijacker used Coggin to leave the 
plane at San Francisco International . 
Airport, pick up the $500,0CO in ransom 
in two suitcases and return it to the plane. 

"A half hour after landing the hi¬ 
jacker handed me a note saying, *Ck) see ^ 
the captain,’ ” Coggin said. 

,.o prisoner said the captain told him ; 
he was to bring the satchels aboard the 
plane. 

Gonzales said he and his prisoner were. 
sitting just ahead of the hijacker. 

The officer said that just after take¬ 
off from Denver “we noticed this man. 
was acting in a suspicious way. 
j ‘T heard him give a piece of paper to. 
a man and say t^ this to the steward¬ 
ess.'* 

Gonzales said this appwently was the 
start of the hijack.- ,' /• 
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S^N FRANCISCO (UPI) - A cjinvict'■ . 
'in custody of a correctional Officer ^ 
' Wast^ unwitting pawn Friday night in’ : 
the dramatic hijack of a' jetliner. ; 

William K. Coggin, 21,' Sacraniento, . 
was being transferred to San Quentin 
Prison aboard the United Air Lines plane 
■when It was hijadted over Coloradp. He 
was in the custody of guard Joseph I Gon- : 
zalcal ' .. . t > , ■ 

Tlie hijacker used Coggin to leave the 
plane at San Francisco - International : 
Airpori, pick up the ^00,000 in ransom ^ 
in two suitcases and return it to the plane. ? 

“A 'half hour after landing the hi- ;• 
jacker handed me a note saying, ‘(36 see, 
the captain,’" Coggin said. ^ ' 

" i.o prisoner said thi captain told him 
he was to bring the satchds aboard the 
plane. 

Gonzales said he and his prisoner were', 
sitting just ahead of thA hijadar. 

The officer said tliar just after take¬ 
off from Denver “we jioticed this ^an . 
was acting in a suspicious way. 
f “I heard him give a Spiece of paper to 
a man and say take this'to the iSteward- 
ess.’* ' ■ • 

* Gonzales said this apparently was the 
start of the ^ack.' ■ 
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SAN FRANCISCO (UPI) — A convict - 
i ) , , in the custody of a correctional officer 

was tan unwitting pawn Friday night in 
the dramatic hijack of a jetliner. 

! ^^illiam R. Coggin, 21/Sacrfinento,', 

' whs'being-transferred to San Quentin 

PrisQp aboard the UnitjSd Air Ltoes plM 
; ' .'When-it was hijacked over Colorado. He 

; was ih the custody of guard Joseph Gon* 
zales.r '■ 

TIi^ hijacker used Coggln to leave the 
plane af San Francisco International 
Airport, pick up the $500,000 in ransW ’ 
in two suitcases and return it to the plane; 

“A half hour after landing the hi¬ 
jacker handed me a note saying,‘Go see 
the captain,’” Coggin said, f 
T.-o prisoner said the captaih told him 
he was to bring the satchels aboarjd the 
plane. : . 

Gonzales said he and his prisoner were.', 
sitting just ahead of the hijacker. ■ ■ 
The officer said that just after take¬ 
off from Denver “we noticed'this man . 
was acting in a suspicious way. ^ ; 

f 'T heard him give a piece .of papM to. 
a man and say take this to the steward-1 

ASS" , . 
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^ SAN FRANCISCO (UPl) — A convict 
: in custody of a correctional officer 
\vas*an unwitting pawn Friday night in 
' the dramatic hijack of a jetliner, 

William R. Coggin,! 21, Sacramento, 
was being transferred to San Quentin 
Prison aboard the United Air Lines plane 
•when it was hijacked over Colorado. He 
was in the custody of guard Joseph (Son- 
zales. ' 

Tlie hijacker used Coggin to leave tiie 
plane at San Francisco International 
^rpoft, pick up the $500,0(X) in ransom 
in two suitcases and return it to the plane, 

“A^ half hour after landing the hi¬ 
jacker handed me a note saying, ‘Go see 
tlie captain,’ ” Coggin said. 

7/.e prisoner said the captain told him 
he was to bring the satch^ aboard the 
plane. 

Gonzales said he and his prisoner were' 
sitting just ahead of the hijacker. 

The officer said that just after take¬ 
off from Denver “we noticed this man . 

acting in a suspicious way. 

^ "I heard him ^ve a piece of paper to 
a man and say t^e this to the steward¬ 
ess.” 

Gonzales said this apparently was the 
start of the hijack. , ' ' • 
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[ FRANCISCO (UPQ —| A convict ■'! 

>''in ths;^ custody of a correctional officer ‘ 
was,aft unwitting pawn Frida^, night in ! 

' the dramatic hijack of a jetliner. 

! William R. Coggin, 21,'Sa&amento, 
was being transferred to San Quentin 
I Pri^n aboard the United Air Lines plane • - 
■whe^ It was hijacked over Colorado. He ; 
was^n the custody' of guard Jo^ph Gon- ' 
zales,^' ' . , 

Tlij? hijacker used Coggin to leave the 
plane j at San Francisco International 
Airport, pick up the $500,000 in rahwm 
in two suitcases and return it to the plane. 

“A half hour after landing the hi¬ 
jacker handed me a note saying, ‘Go see 
tlie captain,’ " Coggin said. 

'.. i.o prisoner said the captain told him 
he was to bring the satchels aboard the 
plane. 

Gonzales said he and his prisoner were, , 
sitting just ahead of the hijacker. 

The officer said that just after take¬ 
off from Denver “we noticed this man. 
was acting in a suspicious way. 

*T heard him give a piece of paper to. 
a man and say take this to the steward¬ 
ess.” 

Gonzales said this apparently was the 
start of the hijack. 
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iipeciai to. The Tribune '•‘. don’t know anything about 
'', I'iALEIGH, N.C. — Ribhard' ^ to;jcbnsider him; ijinb-:; 

’ McCoy' Sr., lather of: tlte I havd:to ;,^nd by.him.M| 

accused in,the hijack for . i ;Jhe'senior McCoy; 52,';a^ 
ransom’of a United Army;maker sergeant;^ 
A^r Lines 727 aircraft Friday- said, "Wc talked - to'his. wife^ 
I’::.'he Just out of Denver, said-. morning,'arid she'tyas':all, • 
A-i-^'^Uay, "He has always been piecei^^Ay ‘ ■■'v' 

■acti'^e^’in the church (Church • : “They’re "not 'rich;^ but 'he{ 
Christ of Latter-day; has the;GI Bill.^d;his wife- 
-..-..nts).. and ■ I . feel 'he iSr works. He neyerrasked rne for; 
,-'.aocent.”_.- .. • . any'.money, Ke: was'making ; 

Aa. continued, ‘T don’t sea •■ good g^ades.’^:, Ah 

■, 'ow’he could do' such a thing '■ tMr,-’McCoy* said, '"’T just I 
consistent with don’t .knoyy . War does i'to 

|i.eacn^ ^. gs pf the chu rch. I just ■ things-tp. pao pla; sometimes,*' Sj 
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%y deorse A. S&)jensen, 
Steve Wayda and Clark Lobb 


Tribune Staff Writers 


More.. than 200 law enforcement offv-^ 
cer’s, equipped with helicopters, planes.' 

»boats and motor vehicles, sifted through 
a deluge of reports and rumors Saturday" 
during an nil-night, all-day search for aiv • 
armed hijacker with S500.000 in ransom'l'.' 
who bailed out of a United Air Lines *^27.;| 
Frida^ night, reportedly over Provo. ^ 

A Central and eastern Utah search rj 
ended late Saturday afternoon not long , 
after a police official said a suspect had l^ 
identified but not apprehended, ;';t 

The last soach plane flew back to its > 
Salt Lake City base shortly after noon ^ 
and two carloads of'FBI agents weren; 
back to their Salt Lake City headquar¬ 
ters, leaving the Provo Airport virtually ’ 
deserted, 

■ One fact was known for sure — the 
man had not been located. Russell P. 
Calame, Salt Lake City agent in charge, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, said 
Saturday evening that no suspect was in . 
c’Jfstody. He declined to comment on re¬ 
ports that a “lead” had produced a sus¬ 
pect. ^ 

The chief agent would say only that ^ 
the FBI wa§. investigating all leads, was 
aiding in ih’e search and would continue 
its investigation of the hijacking, most; 
profitable in the chain of such ransom. ^ 
demands across the nation in recentl 
: honths. /; 

“I’m not going to tell you where my 
tien are located or anything about th<' 
eads,” Mr. Calame said, “but^ we nr( 
looking in all logical areas.’? ^ , 
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Believed to; Be a t 


• Meanwhile, the:;pilot of the hijacked' 
Boeing aircraft, UAL Capl. Geiry Hearn j 
of Los Angeles, said he believed • the* 
bespectacled, wig-wearing' bandit was a; 
pilot with “an excellent knowledge of 
parachutes and airplanes.” ^ 

said he thinks it’s possible thei 
man discarded all of the four parachutes 
provided nira on demand by the aii’UnO 
— each equipped with a radio beeper 
and used a parachute he brought with- 
him. No parachutes were fqund — or, if 
they were, no one would announce the; 
discoveries. 


Sent Specific Instructions 


1 Capt. Hearn, 17 years with UAL and- 
^planning to move to Salt Lake City soon, 
said the hijacker sent specific instruc¬ 
tions to tlie cockpit and “the flight plan 
was similar to what we ourselves pre¬ 
pared.” The captain never saw the; 
hijacker. In fact, the hunted main 
appai'ently didn’t leave his seat, sending 
pre-written instructions -to the cockpit; 
with Stewardess Dianne'Surdam, 24, Los 
Angeles. . ' 

Other crew members with the hijack-'' 
er after he had aUowqd 85 passengers ta 
deplane in San Francisco were first offi¬ 
cer Ken Bradley, second officer Kent 
Owen and stewardess Margie Newby, all 
from southern California. A third stew-^^ 
ardess, D.'K. Sugimoto* left the plane in '/ 
San Francjisco. ^ 

Capt. i^eam and Mr. Owen said the | 
man did not verbally threaten anyone. . 
But the series of notes “threatened de- * 
struction of the plane and himself,” tiie I 
captain said. The hijacker wrote he was 
armed with two guns, plastic Explosives; 
and a hai^ grenade. However, the stew¬ 
ardesses saw only one gun. . 

The crew's account of the hijacking 
-came after this-series of events; - ■ ; 
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Western Airlines man passes out tickets lio?ne to- Surdam, Marj^ie JVewby and Capt. Gerry. Hearn, 
liijacked United crewmen Keu Bradley, left, Hiaime Second Officer Kent Owen ;\vas insida; terminal. 


f The plane left Newark, N,J.,' or Los j 
Angeles, stopping in Denverj >vhere .the:| 
hijacker boarded under thelriame- of '‘T.\ i 
[Johnson.” He was reported to be wearing i 
mirrorlike dark glasses, a dark wig and ! 
a mustache. ■ ' ; ' ' ■ ' : : 

He sent his first ■warning note and ; 
demands to the cockpit a few minutes ■’ 
after the plane left Denver, forcing the 
crew to fly to San Francisco. , 

The half million dollars was brought i 
aboard and the • passengers released 
unharmed. '. • ^ ^ ‘ j -.-A'' 

. Tnen began • a ;;Zig-zag course 'olier .' 


Pioche and Ely, Nev;, leading Iq repoils 
that the man had bailed out. The crew 
reported the back door of the jet was 
open all the way from San FranCisCp and' 
fthe craft was not pressurized.' . '■ i . 

Capt. Hearn said he could tell when'j 
the, man jumped ”by the charactefistick 
of the airplane and its configuration.” He | 
said the man dumped out two chutes be-' 
fore leaving the plane, 

Capt. Hearn landed ^ the aira’aft at 
Salt Lake City International Airportj 
shortly before midnight Friday. The man; 
reportedly jumped around ll:30.p.m. , I 
' ■ FBI agents and poltee cordoned' off, 
the airiiner and a . police.,demolition 
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SliSi; 


I ■ ' 'i JVtnk SrtiJth, participat-' 
V hi a s^earcb of tlie plane. No 
j |;oml3 was found. 

,t*^umors began to fly within 


5 ^un:ors began to fly within 
1 minutes after the landing. 
: One report was that a woman 
phad seen a man parachute 
’ ■:: .11 a plane near Lehi,., but 
i law enforcement officers said 
V'tliere was''no basis for .the 


i'' Sav'.ral • teports were ■ re-; 
j c.,:vo,' tiiat a helicopter lai^, 
1 ei iioar where the man w|s. 

■ thought to have landed and 
had whisked the hijacker 
away. . 


Keiicopter. Blights •, ./ 

Brig. Gen. Van Hixson, dep-’^ 
uty Utah adjutant general 
said tliis rumor could have ■ 
stemmed from- a sighting of ? 
Utah National Guard helicop* . 
ter flights. He said two heli- ? 
copters transporte'd FBI:,; 
agents to the Provo area/- 
touching down once at Nephi 
and once at Provo abdut 
11:30. The general said ^e 
FBI contacted the Guard 
•' ■: ■ oximately an hour before,. 

sure the plane was': 
headed for tr.ai area. 


Utah Highway Patrol' DiS';-; 
. patcher Ron Law, Provo, said 
Sanpete County Sheriff Grant ^ 
Larsen, alerted by a report 
the aircraft was heading 
north from Cedar City, told . 
him he saw a helicopter land 
twice at Nephi and once by 
. Burton's Pond west of U.S. 91 


"midway between Mona and 
Nephi. The sheriff reportedly 


said the, copter took off eacl 
time before he could get to ii 
in his car.;! v- 


" , jpc^rsistentBep^rt 

The most per^istertt report 
during the day was tliat Provo 
Police Chief Jesse Evans had 
' hnnounc^ lawmen had 'unqbv- 
vered a lead and had a suspect. 
4:The chief later modified' the 
-■ statement , to “possible ■ to 
: pect” and said his statements 
-had been exaggerated. ; 
I Utah. County Sheriff Ralph 
(Dick) Chappie s^d the re- 
- port' of a suspect 1 was “just a 
; rumor." ,He said'^his office 
jhad been receiving many re-^ 
jports which, when checked 
lout, could nftt h^lfsiiKctaTTi-iof- 


[out, could not bejjsubstantiat- 

■'•ed.. 'h 


^ The Search fanned out fromi 
- the Provo Airport! at the west* 
end of town for SOimiles to the 
southeast This the con-i'; 
centrated i search | area. How-1 
' ever, helicopters !^so sought 
(the hijacker all over Utah and 
'Juab counties, doiyn to Rich-:; 
•field and even hj' the Price. 


. ' Many Agendes ; ; 

Searchers reprelsented the 


i Utah Highway Patrol (in cars '| 


; ^d planes), the Salt Lake 
; and Utah cijunty Sheriff Jeep 
Posses and FBI and other law 
enforcement agencies from 
: throughout the area. 

The hijacking was the sev- 
; enth in just under five months 
; Evolving parachutes and ran- 
jsom in airline piracy. Only 
r pne otheri^an, who gave' his j 




•■-0 as “D. B. Cooper," is'l 
i|sui. at large. 

[J “aopk" bailed out of a] 
Northwdfet Airlines 727 Nov. 251 
) somewI%re between SeaWel 
I and R^o Avith $200,000 of the’iS 
airline j money, ; q 

- ChietrEvans speculated that I 
; tee was an experienced 
Jumper who was familiar with | 
i the -area. Others even won- 
vdered if ,“T. : Johnson" and ■( 
“D. B. Oooperi’ are one; arid*^ 

; the sam^ But “Cooperi* had^^ 
been described as six feet tall.l 
• while tjjohnson" was de-fl 
scribed |[s five*feet-six. ; (| 

■ ^ T h e * hijacked plane waS' j 
. pown to San Francisco ,Satur-|* 

[ pay about 6 p.m, with just a| 
fcrew aboard, a UAL spokes-1 
' •man reported. I! 
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decree A. Sii^nsen, 
Steve Wayda and Qark Lobb 
- '■ Tribune Staff Writers 




- > More than 300 law enforcement offi* ^ 
cers, equipped with.helicopiers, planes.' 
boats abd motor vehicles, sifted- through 
a deluge of reports and rumors Saturday 
during an all-night, all-day search for an 
armed hijacker with $500,000 in ransom 
who b^led out of a "United Air Lines 727.f 
Friday pight, reportedly over Provo. • 1 

. A ci^ntral and eastern Utah search, 
ended ^te Saturday afternoon not long 
after a police official said a suspect had ^ 
been identified but not apprehended. 

The last seach plane flew back to its;* 
Salt Lake City base shortly after noon 
and two carloads of FBI agents were v 
back to their Salt Lake City headquar¬ 
ters, leaving the Provo Airport virtually^' 
deserted. ’ 

One fact was known for sure — the 
man had not beeif located. Russell P. 
Calame, Salt Lake City agent in charge, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, said 
Saturday evening that no suspect was in ; 
ciistody. lie declined to comment on re¬ 
ports that a “lead” had produced a sus- 
ped. V 

The chief agent would say only that ' 
the FBI investigating all leads, was ; 
aiding in llie search and would continue 
its investigation of tiio hijacking, most 
profitable in the chain of such ransom i 
demands across the nation in recent 
inonths. 

I “Fra not going to tell you \vhere my 
men are located or anything about the' 
leads,” Mr. Galame said, “but weian 
, joking in* all iu:ea8.?y , 


I 


If 


Believed a . 

' Meanwhile, the pilot of the hijacked' 
Boeing aircraft, UAL Capt. Gerry Hearn* 
of Los Angeles, said he believed ■ the^ 
bespectacled, \vig-wearing' bandit was aj, 
pilot with “an excellent knowledge of 
parachutes and airplanes.” I 

said he thinks it’s possible the ‘ 
man discarded all of the. four paradiutes': 
provided nim on demand by the eurline 
^ each equipped with a radb beeper 
and used a parachute he brought with- 
him. No parachutes were fgund — or, if 
they were, no one would announce the’; 
discoveries. ., 7; 

Sent Specific Instructious 


Capt. Hearn, 17 years with U.^ and- 
r planning to move to Salt Lake City soon, 

; said the hijacker sent specific instruc¬ 
tions to the cockpit and “the flight plan 
i was similar to what we ourselves pre- 
; pared,” The captain never saw the; 
hijacker. In fact, the hunted man 
appai'ently didn’t leave his seat, sending 
pre-written instructions .to the codepit- 
‘ with Stewardess Dianne Surdam, 24, Los 
f Angeles. j 

Other crew members with the hijack-' 

■ er after he had allowed 85 passengers to- 
' deplane in San Francisco were first offi- 
i cer Ken Bradley, second officer Kent 
: Owen and stewardess Margie Newby, all 

■ from southern California. A third stew-^ 

- ardess, D. K. Sugimoto, left the plane inv 
; San Francisco. ' 

Capt. Hearn and Mr. Owen said the *, 
man did not verbally threaten anyone. . 
But the series of notes “threatened de^ -' 
struction of the plane and himself,” the I 
captain said. The hijacker wrote he was 
armed with two guns, plastic explosives 
^d a hand grenade. However, the stew-' 
ardesses saw only one gun, . 

The crew's account of the hijacking 
cCame after this^series of events; -* L 
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Western AirJines man passes out tickets home to Surdam, Margie Newby and Capt. Gerry Hearn, 
liijacked United crewmen Ken Bradley, left, l^ainie Second Officer. Kent Owen was iusid^ terminal. 


' The plane left Newark, N.J., for Los 
Angeles, stopping in Denver,'where the 
hijacker boarded under the narne of '‘T. 
.Johnson/’ He was reported to be wearing 
mirrorlike dark glasses, a dark wig and 
a mustache. 


^ He sent his first -warning note and 
demands to the cockpit a. few minutes 
after the plane .left Denver, forcing the 
crew to fly to San Francisco. I 
h' half million dollars was brought 
■, aboard and the; passenger^ released 
I unhainned, "’ | 

( Then began a . zig-zag epurse over 
Nevada and Utah with just the gunman 
and the crew aboard. One the para- 
::..^utes reportedly was dropped .between 


. Pioche and Ely, Nev., leading to reports 
that the man had bailed out. The crew 
reported the back door of the jet was 
open all the way from San Francisco and 
;the craft was not pressurized. 

Capt. Hearn said he could tell when 
the man jumped “by the characteristics' 
of the airplane and its configuration/* He 
said the man dumped out two chutes be¬ 
fore leaving the plane. 

Capt. Hearn landed^the aircraft at 
Salt Lake City International Airporti 


the airliner and a police demolition ex- 


■ 






fl-.srt, F;'ank Smith, partlclpat»| 
j ; '(u'c;; o! the plane. No ’ 

I > found. , 

■I t^'umbrs began to fly within I: 

' minutes after the landing. 
One report was that a woman 
rhad seen a xnan parachute j 
V from a plane near Lehi, but 
; law enforcement officers said , 
there was'no basis for .the ' 

w . 

I Several >§ports were ' re- i 
I ceived that a helicopter lancK, ’ 

! ed near where the man was. , ' 
i thought to have landed and 
had whisked tlie hijacker 
away.' 

Helicopter Flights ■ ^ 

Brig. Gen. Van Hixson.Jdep? 
uty , Umhadjutant gehera|:, 
said this rumor could hav^^^ 
stemmed from a sighting of^^ 
Utah National Guartf l^elicop- ; 

' ter flights.'.He said two heli- * 
copters transported FBI i 
agents to the Provo area, ^ 
touching down once at Nephif^ . 
i and once at Provo aboi*tji ,• 
11:30. The general said tfte| 

. FBI contacted ' the Guard j 
j; a'jproidmately mi hour brfore,. ■ 
apparently sure tiie plane was;^ 

I headed for 

•; Utah Highway Patrol Dis-1 
i patcher Ron Law, Provo, said ” 

[ Sanpete County Sheriff Grant, ;i 
f;Larsen, alerted by a report' 
’the aircraft was hea^ng 
noi'th from Cedar City, told, 

,> him he saw a helicopter land 
twice at Nephi and once by 
/ .Burton’s Fond west of U.S. 91. 

I %iidway b^ Mona and 
I Nephi. The sheriff reportedli 
I said the copter took off eac3 
^ time before he could get to i4 
J;;in his car,..',o^' ; • 



Persistent Report , | 

' j The most persistent report! 

^ firing the day was that Provo! 
police Chief Jesse Evans had* 

. ntiiiounced lawmen had ttneov-. ^ 
ered a lead and had a suspect. ' 
The chief later modified' the. 
'statement to ‘‘possible sus^‘ 
pect” and said his statements 
had been exaggerated. 

Utah, County Sheriff Ralph 
(Dick) Chappie said the re¬ 
port' of a suspect was “just a 
- rumor.” .He said-^is office 
ihad been receiving many re- 
jports which, when checked . 
iOut, could not be substantiat-1 
ed. 

The search fanned out from f 
the Prevo Airport at the west^, 
end of town for 60 miles to the ' 
southeast This was the con-; 
centrated search area. How- s 
ever, helicopters also sought 
the hijacker all over Utah and 
Juab counties, down to Rich-. 

• -field and even in the Price.. 
.,,area.- ■ ■ . ■- ; ■ ■ 

^ ' ' filany Agendas | 

Searchers represented the . 

( Utah Highway Patrol (in cars :| 
i mid planes), the Salt Lake j 
: and Utah County Sheriff Jeep * 

, Posses and FBI and other law ' ^ 

' enforcement agendes from " 
f throughout the area. ■ 
j The hijacking was the sev- f 
i enth in just under five months i 
; |invoIving parachutes and ran- ^ 
;;pm in airline piracy’ Only 
I bne other'^ah, who gave his , 



flame as “D, B. Cooper " la-1 
;ptill at large. | 

J “Cooper” bailed out of a I 
Northwest Airlines 727 Nov. 25 • 
I somewhere between Seattle ‘I 
( and Reno with $200,000 of the’; 
airline’s money. .] 

^ Chief Evans speculated thar^ 
f toe man was, an experienced'^ 
jumperAvho Avas familiar withl 
;toe ,af*a. Others even‘won-1 
dered vdf “T. Johnson” and] 
‘p. % Cooper” are one andn 
toe same.. Bjit “Cooperi* had : 
been described, as six feet 
while “Johnson” was , de- - 
scribed ^ five-feet-six, y ^ 

» T fe e hijacked plane was 4 
pOwn to $an iVanclsoo Satur-1 
pay abotit 6 p.m. ivith just a I 
mw aboard, a UAL spokes-f 
'map reported. V ^ J' 
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^race yourselves, air travelers, for more alrplaxie hijack¬ 
ings fori ransom. f , • , 

risky ftew way of life in the ski^ Americana can 
thank one D. B. Ci^per. That’s the name^ven by the man 
who parachuted frotp a Northwest Orient Airlines plane last 
November with $200,000 in ransom money provided by the 
airline. ' » • ■ 

In the next two months after Cooper’s apparently suc¬ 
cessful exploit, he was copied by five other hijackers_all of 

v/hom failed. . ' 

Just as ^e apprehension of previous hijackers did not 
stop an air pirate ^oih bailing out; of a United Airlines 72t 
over Utah Friday flight with $500,000 in ransom money, so 
the prompt arrest a Provo man ^n that case early Simday 
^dn’t stop another ibortive hijacking attempt in California - 
Sunday night. Who can tell how m^y imitators these latest 
hijackings will inspire? , ' ■! - . “ : 

Although the airlines provide tlie ransom money, it’s ulti- 
^ mately the air travelers who pay for these hijackings. Higher 
costs of doing business must inevitably be passed along to the 
customer. i 

But money can always be replaced; lives can't. Over the 
i oars hijackings of American planes have caused seven 
and a score of heart attacks. • - ' j 

Consequently, it’s sheer stupidity for Americans to make 
a folk hero of “skyjackers,” as was done with D. B. Cooper, 
since that amounts, to glorifying someone who not only picks 
our pockets but is a potential mass murderer. For his own per¬ 
sonal gain, the hijacker puts in jeopardy the lives of hundred^ 
of passengers in the air and on the ground. > 

, Sooner or later an aircraft is going to be lost with all the 
human lives it carries unless hijacking is Stopped. But how, 
•exactly, is it to be stopped? The problem defies easy answers. 

One suggestion is that the airlines be prohibited law 
from paying ransom money. If that really were sensible, ordi¬ 
nary kidnappings — let alone air piracy —^ could and would 
have been halted years ago. 

^' Then tbere's individual inspection of each passenger and 
ad luggage. But for decades airline have sought to facilitate 
travel by reducing the time needed to get passengers and 
carp on and off flights— something that would be impeded 
by individual searches. 
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I ■ ■ Mo?e to the poini with some 400,000 passengers f^'ng ,. 

1 each da3|;in this conntz^, such inspections would create really i 

I serious K^dacbes. j; 

i 1 . Even'so, there’s room for wandering If the number of j 

>1 , . ^ armed air marshals wiasn’t reduced too soon, ,The force of . 

1 1,200 iharshals was recently reorganized to conform with tjbe 

^ ^ > . • view that airline terrorism must be stopped on the ground, ^ot 

^ ' in the ajcy. The new plan leaves only 200 marshals on fly^g 

status, ig that really enough? / ' 

Moreover, shouldn’t there be more than just a single 
curity clS^ck? When 86 passengers in Denver last w^Shd 
! boarded i|ie UAD plane that was later hijacked, the only 

i security precaution was a check of passengers against a Vpro- 

j , . file” of hijacker characteristics. But shouldn’t electronic de- 

i vices also be employed to detect weapons as an es±ra precau- t 

I tion? 

; ' Maybe airline security- precautions against hijacking 

I I can’t be made fool-proof. But they certainly can be tightened. 
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By Irene Jones ■ 
triljune' Staff Writer ■ 

back ,to early Sat- 
Uf^ay .morning, my husband 
,.^h(i i have *ro cljucklfiL about 
how scared we wer^when 
^ being questioned by the Utah 
'■'Highway Patroh at a ' road- , ^ 
'block just north of Pqint-of-v; 
•toe-Mountain. ■ ■ ^v' 

\te were returning to our ..! 
I'Ome in Salt Lake City about 
. jl:15 a.m. after Visiting friends ;' 

' in Orem. We hadn't been lis-: 

■ 'tr.ing to the radio, and didn’t 
.know about the hijaclser —■ “Tn 
Jolinson,” — who reportedly; 
bailed out of a 727 jet over 
^provo ' about 11:15 : p.ni. 


;_My husband was, asleep, j. 
ahd I was driving as we ' 
rounded the Point and sa,w the 
I*. .roadblock, ahead. I was , 
groggy from the late hour and / 
the monotonous', road; just, 
t traveled when we pulled, up to' 

‘ Va,stop^ ' ■ ' 

■ Jerked Awake ' ! ; 

husband jerked' awake r 
as the officer greeted us with ! 
a flashlight in the face. I 
..began fumbling in my pocket ^ 
for my licene, which I thought / 
they wanted to see; and my 
husband wondered just what, 
■Idnd of a dream he was 
.baving. 

■ "“'‘Wliere are you heading?” 

unsmiling face queried. , 

. .. ‘‘Ah, ah, Sait Lake City,” I' 
.^tuttered. 

■ .,y‘\Vhere are you coming 
. !^m,” he demanded. 

. r“Ah, un, Pleasant Grove, I 
: mean Orem,” I sputtered. 

\the back of your truck , 

> "bpen?” the officer asked. (We" 

' were in a pickup truck with a • 
f i^eeper on the back.) He was^‘ 

I beginning to smile now,, prob- 
I ably because we had reacted 


. Checlted Truck ■ ; 

'‘-Two officers checked the ; / 
"truck as we Avatched about 10 
o -f h e r s s t o' p approachi|ng 
vehicles, question- tlie mot6i>;; ; 
ists, open trunks and peer into <; | 
back seats with flashlights. ^ ; 

^i^^d-Have you seen any hitch-. ' ; 
3DiiI^rs?”^ : the, patrolman;.:^ 
^j|;vabted to know. ■ No, _we - 
■0i3.un’t, but we had seen hu- ..; ; 
i^t^ous flares going up' over/d , 
j Utah Lake and Provo. “What V 
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'was go^ng on?” we asked. 

.d .“We’re looking ior a hijack- 
'• er,” he said, smiling. He waa- 
almost laughing Ut us. 
“You’re okay, .you can go.” 

- , We were just two. of hun¬ 
dreds of midnight 'travelers 
questioned by law enforce- 
ment'^officers Friday night _ aU 
• over Utah County.Roads’ in 
’ and; around Provo — usually 
just a" quiet college' town 
were blockaded, helicopters 
swarmed through the blacks- 
pess, flares flashed over the 
sky and sirens screamed. 

. Near the shores of Utah 


Lake* just outside of townV 
I searchers witli flashlights and 
police dogs trudged through 
the mudflats and others .pa¬ 
trolled in boats, 

: More than 150 law enforce- 
' ment officers helped in the 
search, but within a few hours 
most were sent home until 
daylight 

The seardi started in Provo 
.after radio signals from tiie 
hijacker’s rigged parachute 
indicated he landed some-*^ 
; where in the mudflats, where 
a (person can sink .up to his 
'nqck. ■' ' ' 1 
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• PROVO' The man charged with Friday’s $500,000 'J 
' hijack of a jetliner was clesa'ibed on tlie one hand Sunday i-, 
as remarkably nonnal and decent, and%n tlie otlier as 
an “organised crime freak,” wlio wantedfo break,up the ,■ 
MafiaV- • ■ ' ’^ 

Richard Fi McCoy, 29, Vietnam'wat'iveleran and skj’- f 
diver, taught a Sunday School ■ class in tlip Provo First ' 
Ward, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, until d 
' a month ago. ’ ■ . 

"He is a kind perscn/Vsaid Norm Quff, a neighbor 
‘ across the street fr-om McCoy’s brown brick home at 360 / 
S. 200 East. "He would help you push ybpr car out of the < 
snow when no one else would. He is a Qiiiet guy, but 
' v'ays friendly, always smiling;” ’ ' 

M^Coy majored in law enforcemeni. at: Brighanl ^ 
Young University. ' , . 

1 ^ ‘>VERY UPSET”'■ - 
Kris Peters. 20, who sat next to him'ftt'a police ad* 
linistration class last semester,, described McCoy a.s an, 
‘organized crime freak,” whose ambition was to “make _ 

• his dent on the world” by busting crime syndicates. 
“All last semester he was very upset wilh the Mafia,” 

• Miss Peters said. ' ' ' . 

Kent Talbot. 16, Provo, a student in McCoy’s Sunday 
School class, -aud his teacher was concerned with sin. ; 

“All he ever talked about was sin. He would ask us 
what last week’s lesson was about and we would always 
say‘sin.’” Talbot said. ■ 

Others didn’t mention such a preoccupation.' but de- 
;■ scribed'only hi.s kindness. 

V. “He is a very nice man,” said Stephanie Matthews, 
'.14, another member,of the Sunday School class. 

“A FINE MAN . . . TllUSTWORTIIYV - 

• Sherman Wall. McCoy's landlord and next-doori 
neighbor, echoed Miss Mathews’ sentiments. .“He is a 
fine man.” Wall said. f‘I don’t believe he could be 
involved in such a thing. I wouldn't trust anyone if I ' 

^ couldn’t trust McCoy.” , 

, T1j 8 quiet residential neighborhood where McCoy, his. 
.wife Karen and two childi'en, Chante, 5, and Richard, 2, 
Reside took on' a garish carnival atmosphere Sunday. 

' Inhabited by elderly people and young couples, with 
children, the neighborhood was packed” witli newspapet 
^5r,4:^yisioii newsmen, who camped in frQnt.-©Mk€««* ' 


A1 The Deseret NewS| 

■ Salt Lake City, Ut 


"" McCoy home. ' i 

I In addition, curiousity' 

1 seekers drqve do\vn the streei 
in front of the McCoy home ii 
a steady stream throughout 
the afternoon,; as if on a 
sight-seeing tour, 

agents conducted a 
search of the home behind 
drawn curtains and blinds and 
also dug up a compost heap 
behind the . house, keeping 
j newsmen and others away 
from the scene. They also 
searched two cars on the 
. premises. . . ? 

Mrs. McCoy was treated for 
shock ^at Utah Valley Hospital 
■ in tlie morning, but was brief- 
‘-,ly home again in the after¬ 
noon, She later left the scene 
in the automobile of her Z^DS 
Bishop John Mathews. 

As might be the case with 
anyone, liicCoy is seen dif- 
i ferently by various neighbors 
' and frientk. While some peo- 
" - pie regard him as particularly 
quiet, others disagree. 

“He is so sociable — such a 
nice person,” said Mrs. 
Norma Morgan, neighbor and 
a fellow member of the Provo 
- First Ward.' ? ■ 
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.'' ’ By Clark Lobb, Ste^ Wayda, j _, 

' Craig Hansen, David L. Beck • 
and George A. Sorensen 
; ' . Tribune Staff Writers “ 

A 29-year-61d Brigham Young'-Univer-, 
^ty • junior majoring in law enforcement 
' was arrested ’ early Sunday morning on 
';rivO counts in connection mtii the Friday 
:hijacking of a. United Air'Lines 727 jet 
from which the hijacker parachuted over 
the Provo area with $500,000 ransom, 
FBlIagents removed four large' card- 

I board; boxes and two black ovemiijit 

II bags from the suspect's Provo hom,e 
about 5 p'.m; Sunday and returned to Salt 

; v Lake^ City. : The FBI refused to : say 
■'v'whether ti:e ransom was recovered. 

^ ■ Nb incident in Arrest . 

: Apprehended without incident at his 
residence'as he was preparing to attend 
f Utah Army National' CSuard drills was; 
i > :Richard Floyd McCoy Jr., Raleigh, N.C., 

. a former Green Beret helicopter pilot in 
Vietnam and a skyjumper at the Alta 
: 4 Skydiving Center, 8700>17th East, Sandy; 

; \ He was wearing Guard fatigues> hut 
j I changed into a gray business suit and 
i f vest-after hi#*arraignment at 8 a.m. be- 
;i fore U.S. Magistrate A. M. Ferro in Salt 
11 Lake City. He is being held without bond 


'in Salt Lake City-County Jail pending a 
.''preliminary hearing AprR^lJ at 2 p.m, 

; Has Wife,, 

?. McCoy resides at 360 S. 200 East,7, 
r^ovo, witli his wife arid'two childi'en;;^ 
d f FBI agents spent ^6,, morning and:-, 
mpst' of the afternoon searching,. the" ^ 

. JVTCCoy house, yard, garage; a dog run, ;' 
two automobiles, and smroundingiareas,.".' 
dusting, for fingerprints, collecting mat?’ ,■ 
V'rial from the auto tires, {etc;:.: ■ ■' ' 

^ Activity in the house! increased aboutd 

p.m.' when all nine ! agents; involved:; 
f^ivere inside. They could be.'seen .carr^ng.'y 
’••■;boxes.' ^ d 

' ' ' Snspccts {Wife Leaves Homo'. 

^ ■ The suspect’s wife was driven to thAi*^ 

■ home by an unidentified woman about 
4:30 p.m. The blonde Mrs. McCoy was 
crying. She was in-the , house about-10. 
minutes, then left by car with the same 
woman. 

The agents left the home shortly after 
5 p.m, and placed the boxes and, valises 
in trunks of FBI autos and returned to 
their headquarters.' 

The suitcases and' boxes were re¬ 
moved from the house following a search- 
which included digging in the yard. Each' 
one of the boxes bore a sticker marked . 
“evidence.” , ' 

: , A- short time, after tiie evidence was^ 
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,<: ! |!a!>»n to Salt Lake aty,; an m'ager.t 
j^.:u*cated a newsvielease was being pre- 
..J)ared fdr elearance in \yasIiin^n7:D:p., 

■ _ Later ]Vo Kelease Expected ■ v' 

However, at 8:40 p.m., an agent would 
; say only tliat 'Sve ^ave no release at the 
present time and we 'are not anticipatin? 
one right now.” / • > 

Russell P. Calama, Salt Lake City 
pgent in charge, was reported not in his 
y office. His wife said he was not home 
i^ and that if he was not at the. office she '^ 
i. ch(} not know where he was.' * - / 

J; The FBI office in Waslihigton said late 
Sunday night there would he no furtlier ' 
• ■ release on any information regarding the 
hijacking until Monday. ^ v 

Provo police said the hijacker landed'' 
at Provo Airport on the west end of ton'll 
and got into a green Volkswagen bearing 

North Carolina license ^tes. 

» They said McCoy had not been at 
home for two days. The residence had 
been under FBI siniielllance from early : 
Saturday afternoon until the arrest, po¬ 
lice said. Sunday a green Volkswagen' 
f ^fth N^rth Carolina license plates > wa&'f ' 

■ narked at the.; rear of the McCoy rrf 

■ I; Maj. Cen. Maurice L. Watts, Utah.'adf' 

, .Mutant gener^, said ¥cCoy, is a; waWI 








o//icer“2,. listed as an “army aviator.*’ 

[ ajid flying liclicopters. He was assigned 
to Hfiadt^uai i^vs, Headquarters Co., 115th 
^ 7C;j.^ineer Group, Murray^ 
k ' .... ■'. 

Viewed as ‘A Good Man* • 

The geneial said,he had little personal. 
Icnowledge of the suspect, adding,' “As. 
v'iar as v/e were concerned he was a ^ood 

■ ■..rhan.v ... 

"■ iffcCoy 13 clim*ged with aircraft piracy 
■• ‘(with a maximhin penalty of dk^ath),*^ 

■- and “interference with flight attendant."' 

Tlie V3I would not add comments to a 
■ ‘release issued shortly after the arrest by 
J. Edgar Hoox'sr, FBI director, and 
Richard G. Kleindeinst, acting U,S. atfpr-. 
ney general, except to sfty ti:^ money 
had not been recovered. 

‘ However, the detailed cotnplaint indi¬ 
cated the real break .’in the cas* came 
from an FBI interview with Utah H|gliway 
Patrol Trooper Robert Van lepereiit. Salt 
Lake City. 

.Trooper *CIose AcquaintAiico* 

The trooper, according to the com-, 
plaint, told Special FBI Agent L., 
Theisen that he (the trooper)*';;was a 
“close acquaintance" of McCoy’g, that 
McCoy is a skydiver who jumps';at the 
Alta Air Park near Sandy on a regular 
basis, “flies frequently and is very famil¬ 
iar with Federal Aviation Administtation 
flight plan forms and has access to 
them; and that McCoy has several pis¬ 
tols and in view of liis past military ex¬ 
perience it would be possible for McCoy 
to have a nand grenade* “ 

The agent said Trooj;or Van leperen 
told him McCoy told 'the trooper “It 
would.be possible for someone to hijack 
a plahe and get away with it by carrying' 
his own parachute on the plane and that 
if he (McCoy) were to hijack a plane he 
would demand at least !f£00,000." , 

Call From Sistcr-in-Law 

The trooper also said a sister-in-law of 
^ the suspect telephoned him the night of 
the hijacking (Friday)'“and asked if 
McCoy were on a mission of some sort’* 
The woman, not identified, called the 
trooper again Friday about li:£{),p.m.; 


(approximately the time the hijacker^ nade pin to Mrs. Surdam. In the env«^ 
was bailing ojlt of the plane over ProvoV lope, too, Avas “a written note stating 
. and said Mcr':y' was not home and that ''‘grenade —• pin pin, d pistol,* and a; 
.she was “scared to death ;;.5 McCoy had . : flight-plan on a regular FAA form direct^ 

, tried to get iier to help him on a hijack-* ' ing the pilot ,to fly said, aircraft, to ,.Saa 
;; ing/Vthe coniplaint read. . , ■ ^ a./ Francisco/. 'y ■' ' 

Tlie complaint alSd alleges handwrit- Other crew members w*ere_ , Capt; 
. ing on a series of notes sent to tlte Gerry Hearn, Los Angeles, and First Of-* 
cockpit with a stevifhrdesSj W'ith demands . Acer Ken Bradley, Second Officer Kent- 
and threats i?y the skyjacker, matched iOwen and Stewardesses Margie-Newby; 
;r McCoy’s handwriurg in his official mili- ;; and D, K: Sugimotb, all from' southern 
tary records.!,The complaint based- the'-'California. ■ 

‘ connection bn(!a report from Palmer G. ; T^ charges several other 

'Tunstall, a ddcunjent''examiner with the '* notes of a threatening nature and''con-' 
FBI laboratory in?Washington, D.€* ; - v ; G taining; instructions for: ransom ^payment 

•>. . , SIVIO non fnnr r>isror*hi!+oc 


Descriptions Different 

. McCoy did not appear at all like the 
description provided by the hijacked jet’s 
crew after the incident. He has thinning 
sandy hair, a light complexion and is 


taining; instructions for; ransomVpayment 
of $500,000 and four parachutes were 
handed to Mrs. Surdam for delivery to 
Capt. Haam. 

New Instructions v- ’ 
fhe captain piloted tlie craft to San 


clean-shaven. The crew reported the. Fr^cisco instead cf Lcs Angeles and^fe- 


• ia.,aGfer' as being dark, wearing dark 
„ glasses, a wig and a mustache. 

Friends and acquaintances contacted 
described McCoy as a quiet, soft-spoken, 
friendly, man who, as far as they knew, 
had not been in any troub.le. That was 
the report from a skydrlver instructor. 
BYU law enforcement instructor and oth¬ 
ers who knew the suspect. His .father, 
Richard Floyd McCoy, ccr.lacted in Ral¬ 
eigh, said he feels his son is innocent,- 
“He's not that kind of boy," Mr. McCoy 
said, ■ 

Termed a Good Student 

He was described as a good student 
and an average but not expert skyjump- 
er, . 

Keighbovs .said he formerly wps a 
Sunday school teacher for the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 

The skyjacking episode began Friday 
at 2:36 p.m., MST, as UAL Flight 855 — 
which originated in Newark, N.J., but 
stopped in Denver where the arined 
hijacker iboarded — was about 40 miles, 
northwest of Gi'and Junction, Colo., when 
the bandit handed the first of several pre¬ 
written notes to Stewardess Diane M. 
Svu’dam, |Los Angeles, according, to the 
complain^. 

The complaint alleges' the , suspect dis- 
■ pl^ed a i hand grenade'and handed an 
envelo pe Icontaig lng a bullet and a gre- 


cei'ired further instructions in tlie saQne 
mqni^er-^ six hours’ fuel, all passengers * 
and their luggage off the plane (Miss f 
Suglm'oto left also) and the loading of the 
ransom and parachutes. ■ 

The complaint states Mrs. Surdam 
was ordered by the hijacker to return adl 
notes and flight plans but that she ws^ / 
able ^ to retain a hand-printed message ,, 
rea{^g: “Everybody off now exce|it. 
steu^dess (es). They stay put. Get ^e-' 
hell off the gd (ground)! I Be quick ab^t 
it—use this runway." 

Tlie five remaining personnel and the , 
hijacker then flew over; Tonapah, Nev.; 
Marysvale, Piute Counf^; Fairfield, Utah 
County ; and easterly toward Price, the 
complaint stated. 

“A few minutes (about 11:15 p.m.) 
after turning toward Price, the said per¬ 
son (the hijacker) was no longer in the, 
airplane and she (Mrs. Surdam) believed 
that he had parachuted out with the^ 
money" through an' open rear entrance-' 
way, the complaint continued. ( 

Mrs. Surdam told the FBI, according' 
to the complaint, that one note stated, 
that if a'chase plane were observed “the: 
said male passenger would set a charge 
to detonate and that the male passenger 
would then parachute prior to the charge 
detonating and before the captain could J 
land the plane."- , . ; - v 
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a^ evidence^ They, were 


I 173 a agents load four cardboard 
[ ooxes and two bJack overiil; 


I marked 


f r,.; K*. t 7 X «ey, 

,uc bao& [ ,taken from suspect’s home Sunday 


, plaint to havei said that if any ^of the 
crew, particularly either pf the steward? 
esses, turned around to observe the said 
male passenger in the cabin that ‘it 
would be a long fall without d 
' parachute/ ” / 

__ Air Force ptos did follow tl^ jet^ 
liner, and the airliner copilot watched 
the hijacker don a junip suit before S 
■ing.. 

- McCoy's ^apprehension climaxed a 
sparch starting ’ late Friday night and 
extending to late -Saturday in severtd 
Utah Counties. 

Several reports were received Satur* 
that there were leads: to the ease,y 
that a suspect was known and tha!t his- 
name was "McCoy" or "Coy." 

The FBI refused to confirm them.; 


si time — Parly Saturday —road 

blockades were posted and there even 
. was some house-to-housp searching. At 
I day s end, about the only posith'e 
a ment avahable from the search*dir 
I FBI was that .a suspect had tot 
“taken into custody. 
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' Ag^tsJdf the Fi^eral Bureau of 
vestigation are to bV congratulated for;/ 
the quickness with which they ''have 
apparently written “closed” to the na¬ 
tion’s most expensive aerial hijacking. 
Within 48 hours after the chilling episode 
began in the skies Friday near Grand 
I :Junction» Colo., the FBI arrested ^ su^ect 
and recovered nearly $500,000. purpofted 
to be the ransom surrendered to a hija^er 

> at San Francisco International Airpor|. . 

■',1 . 

> - While congratulations are properly 
due the FBI, as well as other law enforce- ■ 
ment officers and agencies, for their - 
Speedy resolution of the matter, the %hole 
Inipideht remains a case of locking ^am 
f(Joors after the thief has visited. ^.The 
•^^ijacking should never have happenelJ-'* 

The very fact that it did can only |ead 
to the conclusion that either the airlikes 
are not taking serious note, of the recent 
security precautions ordered by the Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administration or the pre- 
scBbed precautions are ineffective. From 
reports of the recent experience of per¬ 
sons who frequently travel by air it would 
appear the airlines ai’e not persistent 
enough in ^ecuting the precautions. 

' Since Ai^arch 9, -when President Nixon 
ordered immediate implementation of al¬ 
ready promulgated FAA security regula- • 
tions on passenger screening and carry-on 
luggage, we have heard of no one boarding 
an airliner being required to undergo a 
body search, a procedure commonly , used 
on some European airlines. Even where 
searches of carry-on luggage are made 
they seem to be done very haphazardly. 

There seems little evidence, that even • 




the most cursory search was made of pas- 

• sengers aboard the Boeing 727 involved in 
the hijacking that Veach^ its conclusion 
over Provo lat^ Friday. A search of all 
carry-on luggage would have revealed the 
presence of the gun or guns used, whether 
the hijacker was carrying his own para¬ 
chute on board, or if the man had any 
plastic type explosives with him. 

V -If the airlines are reluctant to invoke- 
more stringent' pre-boarding security i 
measures because they don't want to ini 

• convenience customers, thOy are beingj 
shortsighted,. It is hard to imagine aj 
greater, inconvenience than being forced;] 
along with 84 other'passengers, to sit at 
the end of a runway for several hours 
while a hijacker in effect has a gun point¬ 
ed at your head, waiting for a plane to be^ 
refueled and .$500,000 in ransom gathered 
and brought to the airport,' 

The American traveling public is 
entitled to be reasonably certain that when 
they board an airliner they will reach 
their destination safely and conveniently. 
As the situation now stands, such is not 
the case. Passengers have no assurances 
the person sitting next to them won't sud¬ 
denly be the captain of the ship, instead 
of the man up front. . 

The FAA has ordered the precautions. 
The airlines must follow them to the let¬ 
ter andi do so immediately. 'The precau¬ 
tions might be a little extreme, but com¬ 
pliance with the demands of a hijacker is 
more extreme. If forced to choose be- 
‘ tween the extremes we will opt for a more 
' complete search of our luggage, yes, even 
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of our persons, rather than risk being // 7 ‘ 
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blasted out of the skies by some hijacker. 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


F B f 

Date: 4/8/72 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

. AIRMAIL 

(Priority) 



TO; SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) 
5*FROM: SAC, JACKSON (164-New) (RUC) 



UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT 855 
DENVER TO LOS ANGELES 
4/7/72 

CAA - HIJACKING 
(00; SALT LAKE CITY) 


_ On 4/8/72 J ___ I 

I Ocean Spring ^ Miss,, t elephonlcallv contacted \_yjr 
the Jackson Office, | [ advised that he had been 

reading newspaper articles regarding captioned hilacking. 

He furthe r stated that he is acquainted with one | 

(phonetic ) l who resides in the Salt Lake City area, 

advised that l I has bragged in the past about 

Detng rn trouble with the FBI in Indiana for ban k robbery 
and numerouf nrhag local armed robbery offenses, 

stated that]_was constantly planning wild schemes to * 

obtain money and that it is very feasible that he would 
perpetrate an act such as the referenced hijacking. 


id he d( 


, but thatl _I 

ho resides in the 


Salt Lake City 
''l - Jackson 
7(CW/j sk 
(3) ^ 


..a/ 


Jexact 
’phonetic) 
Salt 


SEARCHED, 

SERIALIZED 


APin51972 

FBI— SALT LrtK- CIT 


jmde:'«ed-^ 

mD_-^ 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


M Per 


OPO ; 1970 O ■ 402-735 










JN 164-New 


Lake C ttv, teleph one numbej | ^He ad vised that 

I l ls known tol ^ I I Lake. 

He stated he does not know whether ! h as, nad flp y prior 

parachute training or abi lity. He describ ed}_|as being 

, white male, approximately | | six feet two 

inches, 200 - 210 pounds, grey hair, . ^ 

The above is submitted for the information of 
'salt Lake City and any action which they deem necessary. 

5 * 
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Transmit the following in 


Date:4/16/72 

■% 

PLAINTEXT __ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-36) (1) 


RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., AKA; CAA-HIJACKING; INTERFERENCE 
WITH FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS. oo:SU, 


ON APRIL FOURTEEN, LAST, F 6 J, USDC, CENTRAL DIVISION, SALT 
LAKE CITY, UTAH, RETURNED INDICTMENT tTRUE BILL) CHARGING SUBJECT 
MC COY IN VIOLATION T FOUR NINE, SEC. ONE FOUR SEVEN TWO (I) USC 
(AIRCRAFT PIRACY) AND T FOUR NINE, SEC, ONE FOUR SEVEN TWO (J), 
USC (INTERFERENCE WITH FLIGHT ATTENDANTS). SUBJECT SCHEDULED FOR 
ARRAIGNMENT MONDAY APRIL SEVENTEEN, NEXT BEFORe I 
I USDC, CENTRAL DIVISION, SALT LAKE CITY. 

BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF OUTCOME OF ARRCGNMENT. >. 7 ^ 


END. 


SU tC f£>/K 




GWt:acj 
( 1 ) 


Approved: -^S/a 




2' ft , 


Special Agent in Charge 


M Per 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1971 -413-138 
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Date: April 14, 1972 

V 

Transmit the following in __— 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via Air tel _ __ 

(Priority) 


To: SACs^lSalt Lake City (164-36) (Enclosures 4) 

San Francisco (Enclosure) 

Director, FBI 

S' 

RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR- 
CURRENCY LISTS 

CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - PIRACY 

b7C 


Enclosed for Salt Lake City are four copies of 
currency list submitted by the San Francisco Division in 
case. One copy is enclosed for the San Francisco Division. 

Salt Lake City should utilize this list which is 
described generally as follows: 


Total dollar value of the lists received was $420,000 
made up of 2,000 $100 bills; 10,000 $20 bills; and 2,000 $10 
bills. Because some of the entries were illegible or invalid# 
it was necessary to omit 34 bills. The total value of the bills 
appearing on the computer listings is $418,960• Due to the 
poor quality of the Xerox copies received, the legibility of 
some of the serial numbers was questionable and was resolved 
by exercising reasonable judgment. A detailed list of these 
items will be maintained by the Voucher-Statistical Section. 


The handprinted lists did not contain series year 
a large number of the $100 bills and very few of the other 
bills contained the series year letter. 

Salt Lake City should utilize this list in handling 
the money recovered in captioned case. 


Sent Via 
















April 12, 1972, 

S^lA’ t' ^s^^riot Attorney, 

S^t Lake City, Utah, 

dear Sirj 

Just as a Blatter of oarl«jMfT»- t ^ ^ 

considered the possibility of a 
weekend's ransoLhilack of 

the siinilar ransora-Wiaok seve^l^ ^ 

Oregon-Washington arei. »S° in the 
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u, S. District Attorney, 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 


fof SLC,ytah 
125 So state St, SLC 

rnl->_ _ 1 


Off^i r>r^ 
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mu ' 

unsigned l^t 


Saturday - April 15,'1972 


today 
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fedeAl bureau of inyeAgation 

Washington, D. C. 20537 

REPORT 

of the 

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 

■V- 


YOUR FILE NO. 1 (EA. Vi 

Fffl FILE NO. 

LATENT CAS E NO. 51886 

SAC, Salt Uk* City 


i^rll 14, 1972 


UMSOB.. AKA 


RE: UNITHD AIRLINES FLIGHT NUHBER 835 

DEtnrER, COLORADO TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
4/7/72 

CAA - HIJACKING 


REFERENCE: AlrtClS 4/8/72 
EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: « ^ ^ t i 

SPECIMENS: , , Salt Lake City 

Hand printed note» QX 

Three pilot** prellight check lists, Q2, Q3 and QIl 

Two pieces of wire, Q4 

Six seatbelts, Q5 through QIO 

One film pack 

Ten lifts 

Pieces of mirror 

numerous other miscellaneous Items 


Q specimens further described in separate 
Laboratory report* 

This report confirms and supplements Bute leal 
and Butel of 4/9/72. ^ ^ 

Specimens examined and forty* two latent 

FOSi i ' 4 (Continued onjaext psgeX 

DONOTOESJROY^e^.,^^^ • indexed __ 

WOR 






John EdirVloover, 
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SAC, Salt Lake City 


April 14, 1972 


fingerprints, tao of vhlch are lover Joint impressions, 
and ten latent palm prints present or developed as follows: 

One fingerprint Q1 

Three fingerprints Q2 

One fingerprint Planters peanut bag, envelope #3 

Fourteen fingerpirints and five palm prints 
’'Mainliner** siagazine designated #1, envelope 
#3 

Four fingerprints **Hainliner*' magazine designated 
#2, envelope #3 

One palm print air sickness bag marked '’Seat 
20E," envelope #4 

Three fingerprints air sickness bag marked 
'’Seat 20F," envelope #4 

Three fingerprints American Cancer Society 
pamphlet, envelope #4 

One fingerprint United Air Lines Air Atlas 
marked "Seat 20E," envelope #4 

Two fingerprints "Mainliner" magazine marked 
"Seat 200," envelope #4 

Four fingerprints and one palm print '’Mainliner*’ 
magazine marked "Seat 20F," envelope #4 

Four fingerprints business card in name "Jim 
Kilpatrlc," envelope ^5 

One fingerprint Kool cigarette package, envelope 
#5 

One fingerprint on plastic cup, envelope #7 

One palm print negatives #1 axKi #2 from 
film pack 

Two palm prints two lifts marked "19D" 

(Continued on next page) 
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SAC, Salt City 


April 14, 1972 


No latent prints of valxie present or developed remaining 
specimens• 


See attached page for results of comparisons 
of two latent fingerprints* 

Thirty-eight lat^t fingerprints not Identical 
fingerprints Richard Floyd IkCoy, Jr., U. S, Army service 
#RA14796789, FBI #919406J2. 

Two latent fingerprints of lover Joint areas 
coiB^ared, insofar as possible, available fingerprints 
HcCoy, but no Identification effected* Major case prints 
needed for conclusive comparisons these two prints and 
comparison latent palm prints. 

Lifts and negatives of no value destroyed. 
Resuiining specimens retained pending instructions for 
disposition. 
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Your File No* 164-36 
Latent Case No. A-51886 


April 14, 1972 


RE: RICHARD FLOYD MC COY, JR., FBI #919406J2 


Two latent fingerprints developed on the back 
of an April 1972 issue of "Mainliner** magazine marked 
"Seat 200**from your envelope #4, have been identified as 
finger impressions of McCoy. 





